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THE BEST LAST MINUTE GIFTS! 


CHECK OUT OUR NEW GIFT BASKETS & CRATES FOR THE HOLIDAYS 



1 186 Williston Rd. So. Burlington, VT 05403 (Next to the Alpine Shop) 
802.863.0143 • Open 7 days 10am-7pm • www.cheesetraders.com 


See our 2015 Top Wines of the Year at 
cheeseandwinetraders.com! 


CHEESE TRADERS FAMOUS 
CHEESE BALLS AVAILABLE NOW! 
Classic, Garlic & Herb, Maple Bacon 
or Brandied Cranberry Pecan!! 
$7.99/LB 


CHEESE & WINE 

TRADERS 
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0 (Lenny' ’s) 


Also offering 
MASSAGE 

BODY SCRUBS & WRAPS 

ELECTROLYSIS 

BOTOX 

DERMAL FILLERS 


VEIN REMOVAL 
SKINCARE 
CHEMICAL PEELS 
LASER SKIN 
TIGHTENING 
CELLULITE REDUCTION 
BODY CONTOURING 
WAXING 

LASH EXTENSIONS 
NAIL FUNGUS REMOVAL 


HOLIDAY 
PEALS 

Earn “Lenny’s Loot” when you shop! 


spend $1 00, earn $20, spend $50 earn *10, 

P spend $25, earn $5 in Lenny s Loot! 

$ 20 fit 25!i 


Williston | St. Albans | Barre | Plattsburgh r J& l lennyshoe.o 
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DECEMBER SPECIAL 

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE! 

LASER HAIR REMOVAL SKINCARE VELASHAPE LASER TATTOO REMOVAL 
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95 ST. PAUL ST. BURLINGTON 

802-861-2273 BAREVT.COM 


PIG 

SMOKED MEAT * LIBATIONS* BREWERY* 

“Besl birr lawn in New England." • Boston Qobt 

Gift Certificates + Swag 


The perfect 
prescriptions 
for all your 
Ale-ments! 


- Brewery opens all 130AM treryday for lunch + supper - 


E3 

23 South Main Street, Waterbury, Vermont • prohibitionpig.com 


COME IN AND GET WHAT YOU REALLY WANT 


DECEMBER 
26TH-31 ST 


IT'S ON 

SALE! 


BUY 1 

SALE ITEM, 
GET 1 

50% OFF! 









HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 



WERE YOU ON THE NICE LIST? 

If so, than you are going to want to deck out that new Mac you 
recieved with the fastest accessories from your favorite brands! 
Come on in after Christmas and well hook you up. 


DEALS RUNNING THROUGH 12/31 


$10OFF 


l 


*20 OFF 


for iPhone 6/6s 



s 20off 

Goal Zero Torch 250 
Backup Battery 



2Q YEARS 

Apple Specialist 


Small Dog J? 

ELECTRONICS 

Always by your tide. 


smalldog.com 

/macthehalls 

Q / hellosmalldog 
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O n Monday, protesters carried a cardboard coffin 
down Church Street and into Burlington City Hall 
Auditorium, where the city council had convened for 
a scheduled meeting. A sign affixed to it read, "— e Former 
Burlington College Land R.I.P.' 

Despite the powerful message — la casket in the center 
of the room — councilors unanimously approved an agree- 
ment that helps pave the way to construct 770 housing 
units on the North Avenue land. Any plans will still be 
subjected to zoning and state environmental review, but 
the council^ action advances big changes on one of the 
Queen City's prized properties. 

Once owned by the Roman Catholic diocese, the vast 
acreage around Burlington College includes mead- 
ows, woodlands, beach and commanding views of the 
Adirondacks across Lake Champlain. — e tiny college 
purchased it from the church but couldnt m anage the 
debt. Seeking the funds it needed to stay afloat, the cash- 
strapped school sold the land to developer Eric Farrell. 
After an outcry from residents, Farrell agreed to a 


process to preserve some open space. — e administra- 
tion of Mayor Miro Weinberger, Vermont Land Trust 
and Champlain Housing Trust struck a deal with him in 
December to preserve 1 2 acres from development. 

But the same agreement which the council approved 
Monday, designates 1 5 acres for housing, where up to 570 
units could be built. On another parcel, which includes the 
former orphanage, Farrell could put another 200. Of the total 
number of potential units, 160 units would be affordable. 

Protesters on Monday were more concerned about wild- 
life and the environment. One protester's sign read simply, 
"B-E-A-U-T-Y/ 

Housing advocates said the development is sorely 
needed. e project is really a cause for celebration and 

not mourning,' said Brenda Torpy, CEO of the Champlain 
Housing Trust. — at group gets around 140 applications 
monthly — for about a dozen or so available apartments. 

Read Alicia Freese's blog posts about Burlington 
College, indudingthe report from Monday's protest, at 
sevendaysvt.com. 
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BERNIE BUCKS 

Sen. Bemie Sanders' 
presidential 
campaign hit 2 
million donations 
last week — a record, 
at this point in a 
campaign, for any 
nonincumbent. 

The people's 
republic, indeed! 

& 

HISTORIC BLUNDER 

Somebody crashed 
into an 1877 covered 
bridge in Waterville, 
damaging it 
extensively — then 
took off. Wonder 
how they would 
have punished the 
perp 138 years ago? 

& 

LISTEN UP 

Two of Erica 
Heilman's “Rumble 
Strip Vermont" 
episodes made the 
Atlantic's list of top 
50 podcasts from 
2015 —with "This 
American Life" 
and "SeriaL” Yay! 

o 

BAD CONNECTION 

Yet another person 
has been charged 
with threatening 
workers from 
the Department 
for Children and 
Families — John 
RyanStice,26, 
phoned it in, 
cops say. 


71 % 

That's the probability that 
Burlington will get a white 
Christmas in any given year 
according to the Northeast 
Regional Climate Center _ 
—but as of Seven Days' 
deadline, this one looks 
like it’ll be an outlier. 



TOPFIVE 


!. "Shumlin Weds Katie Hunt" by Terri 

Blackout,' Ignores Vermont Press' by Paul 

I. "Ask Athena: My Wife Finds My Sexual 

I. "Seven Days Staffers Subpoenaed in 
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tweet of 
the week: 


^edcolemangolf 

the line Is 25 deep at the 
Williston Post Office. I was once 




FOLLOW US ON TWITTER USEVEN.DAYS 
OURTWEEPLE: SEVENOAVSVT.COM/TWITTER 
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Fun fainting Vaxtisj, 
in a Unique. Studio 


Private Parties for all occasions are welcome. 

1 Executive Drive, Suite 204 (back entrance) 
South Burlington • PaintingWithPayton.com 


TURBO FAN 

The with ODSRx adaptor STYLE AND 

Optical 
Center 


FUNCTION! 

Combining our fog-fighting. 
Turbo Fon technology and our 
5X Anti-Fog Inner lens into 
the ever-stylish Phenom, the 
best of both worlds is now at 
your fingertips. The Phenom 
Turbo Fan is technology and 
style of their finest. 



r Mirror 1 
Mirror 
on the wall, 

where in Burlington 
can I find it all... 

Gift Certificates are 
available in-store 
and online. ' 

NARS 

Bobbi Brown 
Trish McEvoy 
Laura Mercier 
Nature Bisse 
Tata Harper 
& other fabulous llnesl^fc® - — - ' 

Mirror Mirror 

{ Loculi, ^hvncd - Locally®, 
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SEVEN DAYS 

NICK OF TIME. 




P.0. BOX 1164, BURLINGTON, VT 05402-1164 
802.864.S6S4 SEVENOAYSVT.COM 
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feed back 


HOTAIR 

In his article about a proposed wind de- 
velopment [“Irasburg Howls Over Wind 
Turbine Plan," December 9], Seven Days 
reporter Mark Davis did not challenge 
the implication of David BlittersdorPs 
desire to “force Irasburg to ‘do its part 1 
to combat global warming.” Davis and all 
Vermonters should know that even the 
head of the Public Service Department 
is now saying what those who oppose 
these developments have been saying all 
along: Industrial wind does not reduce our 
carbon emissions. 

Most Vermonters refuse to be “forced" 
to trade away the natural world they live 
in for false, feel-good monuments to green- 
ness that greedy developers are selling to 
us as solutions. As long as we allow devel- 
opers to disguise themselves as “green- 
avengers," we will be aiding and abetting 
business-as-usual exploitation and block- 
ing real solutions from being pursued. 

Suzanna Jones 
WALDEN 


VERMONT: SAFE OR SORRY? 

Three weeks ago, yet another mass 
shooting on American soil left 14 dead 
in San Bernardino, Calif. A subsequent 
Seven Days web article discussed the 
gun-control debate that will undoubt- 
edly be an integral part of the 2016 cam- 
paign season in Vermont. [Off Message: 
“Gun Groups Expect Vigorous Debate 


in Vermont Elections,” December 4] 
provided a well-balanced examination 
of a nationwide debate that is becom- 
ing increasingly relevant here at home. 
Vermont has a long history of supporting 
gun rights. We are a liberal state and be- 
lieve heavily in the Second Amendment 
right to bear arms. However, we must 
also believe in continuing our 220-year 
history of being one of the nation’s safest 
and most peaceful places to live. 

The United States finds itself in an 
epidemic of mass gun violence in 2015. 
According to an article by the BBC, 
more than 12,000 Americans have been 
killed this year by firearms, and 353 mass 
shootings have taken place. While argu- 
ments for gun rights are made, citing 
firearms as a way to solve gun violence 
and preserve personal safety, statistics 
have shown that the risks and conse- 
quences of gun use far outweigh the 
benefits. 

Despite our largely pro-gun popula- 
tion, Vermont must be among the na- 
tion's leaders in creating legislation that 
will increase background checks for 
legal gun purchasers, increase limita- 
tions on obtaining high-capacity ammu- 
nition and semiautomatic weapons, and 
promote safe gun use. We do not have to 
get rid of guns, but we must be willing to 
obtain them legally and possess them in 
the safest way possible. 

Joseph Humes 

COLCHESTER 


TIM NEWCOMB 




WEEK IN REVIEW 


A PAGE'S VIEW 

[Re Fair Game: “Suspended Animation," 
December 9]: As a young woman from 
Franklin County, a former state senate can- 
didate and, most importantly, a constituent, 
I am distressed that Sen. Norm McAllister 
(R-Franklin) has not yet resigned from 
office. He is absolutely entitled 
the presumption of innocence 
until he is proven guilty. He is 
not entided to a seat in the 
Vermont Senate. 

In addition to the 
criminal charges he 
faces, Sen. McAllister 
has admitted to having a 
sexual relationship with Ph^cott 
a minor. While not tech- 
nically illegal, most reason- 
able people would conclude that 
a 60-plus-year-old man engaging 
in a sexual relationship with a 16 -year- 
old girl is, at best, extremely inap- 
propriate. His accuser worked as his 
campaign intern and as a legislative aide 
for him while the Senate was in session. For 
this reason alone, McAllister should resign. 

As a former legislative page and 
Statehouse intern, I am appalled that 
McAllister could be permitted to be in 
contact with these young people. I can 
guarantee that if this situation had occurred 
when I was in the building, there is no way 
my parents would have allowed me to work 
there. It’s a disservice to the many young 
people who work, intern and volunteer in 
our Statehouse for McAllister to continue 
serving as a state senator. 

McAllister should do the right thing: 
let his constituents be represented by 
someone who is capable of fulfilling 
the role of state senator. Resignation 
would not be an admission of guilt, but 
rather an admission that he cannot fulfill 
his obligation to his constituents at 
this time. 



wage. The living wage in Vermont is cur- 
rently $13. That is not near our current 
minimum wage of $9.15. Scott needs to re- 
alize that people can’t live on our current 
minimum wage and shouldn't be forced to. 

Phil Scott changed his opinion on the 
Syrian refugee issue in a week’s time. He 
originally said we should put a halt 
i Syrian refugees coming to 
Vermont. He later said 
that he supports the 
l program that brings 
l* them in. Syrian refu- 
gees fleeing from the 
horrible civil war in 
their country deserve 
to know if they are 
Ay welcomed to our state. 

A Scott does them a great 

disservice by flip-flopping 
on the issue. These are just a 
few reasons why Phil Scott shouldn't be 
elected governor of Vermont. The state 
doesn’t need someone as governor who 
takes far-right positions and flip-flops on 
important issues. 


CORRECTIONS 

Last week’s story titled “Power Point: 
New Haven Evaluates Yet Another 
Energy Project,” incorrectly described 
a $1 million-a-year incentive that a 
transmission line developer is propos- 
ing for New Haven. The proposal calls 
for the town to receive $1 million a 
year, which would cover the facility's 
town taxes; any extra money could be 
used by the town. 

Last week's food story, “Smooth 
Succession,” about the inheritors of 
Michel Mahe’s legacy, neglected to 
mention Bryan Fox of the Lobby in the 
list titled, “Who’s running the show at 
the Vergennes Restaurant Group eat- 
eries?” Fox has been sous chef at the 
Lobby for a little more than a year. 


NOT SCOTT 

Lt. Gov. Phil Scott should not be elected 
governor in 2016 [Off Message: “At 
Robust Rally, Phil Scott Calls for ‘Focus 
on Fundamentals,”’ December 1]. His 
policies would take Vermont in a far-right 
direction. Scott, for example, opposes paid 
sick days for workers in our state. Almost 
everyone at one point in time gets sick and 
needs time off from work A lot of people in 
Vermont can't afford to lose pay during the 
time they miss while they’re sick. Scott’s 
position on this issue would make you lose 
out on the pay you deserve. It basically 
punishes a person for getting sick. Phil 
Scott also opposes raising our minimum 



Athletic SALE! 



ADDITIONAL MARKDOWNS ON 
100'S OF PAIRS OF ATHLETICS 


FOR MEN, WOMEN, AND KIDS! 
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No additives in ourtobacco 
does NOT mean a safer cigarette. 


Organic tobacco does NOT 
mean a safer cigarette. 


SURGEON GENERAL’S WARNING: Smoking 
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease. 
Emphysema. And May Complicate Pregnancy. 


VISITNASCIGS.COM OR CALL 1-800-435-5515 
PROMO CODE 96554 


Oiler lor two "1 lor $2" Gill Certificates good lor any Natural American Spirit cigarette 
product (excludes RYO pouches and 150g tins). Not lo be used In conjunction with any other 
oiler. Oner and website restricted lo U.S. smokers 21 years ol age and older. Limit one oner 
per person per 12 month period. Otter void In MA and where prohibited. Other restrictions 
may apply, otter expires 06/30/16. 
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Confessions of an Online Journalist 


A former Vermont writer finds himself on the web 

become the book editor for a startup 
online journal called Salon. 

I was, at the time, a fairly 



found out about the online world is that it is also foil of serious, literate 
Republic — that the computer, “like all technology, will lend efficiency to 


Actually, I still scorn a lot of those people. Manhattan is thick with 
"New Media" types these days, goateed young networkers who, 10 years 


It took me a few months to adjus 
ation, although I am now an 
r, to adjust to the idea that I ' 
cist on paper, that merely flic 


s subtleti 


ofen 


diet. It took much longer 
red like a billboard^t it 
for the New York Times. 


i READ MORE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/2020. 



Happy Holidays 


from our family to yours! 



Find our products at one of these fine estabhshments 


City Market • Healthy Living • Shelburne Market • Richmond Beverage 
Village Market Waterbury • Sterling Market Johnson • Middlebury Coop 
Brattleboro Coop • Hunger Mt Montpelier •Meuhron's Market Waitsfield 
Woodstock Farmers Market • Mac's Woodstock • Mac’s Stowe 
UVM Medical • UVM School 

PRICE CHOPPER: Burlington-Shelburne Rd-Hinesburg Rd • Essex Jet • 
Colchester Milton • Barre • Rutland • SHAWS: Burlington • Colchester • 
Waterbury • HANNAFORD: Burlington-Hannaford Lane-University Mall • 
Wilhston • Barre • Rutland • Essex Jet 

Market Basket Massachusetts Stores • Whole Ibods: North Hadley, MA-Andover, 
MABedford, MA-Frammgham, MA-Swampscutt, MA-Portland, ME 


10516 Route 116* Hinesburg, Vermont 0546 1 
kbfvermont@gmail.com • kimballbrookfarm.com 
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SKINNY PANCAKE 


JOSH PANDA 
& THRILLA NIGHT 
DJ STEAL WOOL 

9:30pm 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 

skinnypancake.com 

60 lake st. burlington, vt 802.540.018 




Mors people are enjoying the freedom and cost 
savings that come from sharing instead of owning. 
And you can, toot 

Sign up by January 31 and we'll waive your 
application fee and give you $20 in driving credits - 
a $50 value. Use promo code Happy2016. 
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I ” FRIDAY 25 

Downtown Sit-Down 

i Christmas Day 


f ose in need of a hot meal i 
can fill their bellies at Need to Feed, hosted 
by Junior's Downtown. Founded in 2004, 
this free-of-charge feast serves more than 
200 individuals and families annually. "We 
feel extremely fortunate to have served the 
Burlington area for over 23 years,' says Junior's 
Italian owner/operator Franke Salese, "and this 
_ isonewaythatweliketogiveback.* A 
SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE S7 


Country music connoisseurs: Don your dancing 
boots and go honky-tonkin' at Girls Guns and 
Glory: A Tribute to Hank Williams at Higher 
Ground Showcase Lounge. Hot on the heels of their 
2015 live cover album, GGG bring the twang with 
classic tunes such as "Hey, Good Lookin'" and "Your 
Cheatin' Heart,* plus a few deep cuts for die-hard 


>T SEE, MUST DO THIS WEEK / 

PILED BY KRISTEN RAVIN 


SUNDAY 27-WEDNESDAY 30' 


Cartoonist Rube Goldberg's illustrated 
cause-and-effect inventions such as 
the Self-Watering Palm Tree and the 
Automatic Life-Saving Device are the 
inspiration behind Montshire Museum’s 
Machine Madness project (pictured). 

Familiesspend one-hour sessions 
engineering and crafting their own links 
in an oversize chain-reaction machine, 
adding to a collaborative contraption 
thatjs sure to put Mouse H"ap to shame. 

SEE CALENDAR USTING ON PAGE S9 
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SATURDAY 26-WEDNESDAY 30 

Real-Life Rebel 

Forget about vampires and werewolves; actor Robert 
Pattinson is ready to show his chops. Tackling the 
role of LIFE magazine photographer Dennis Stock, 
Pattinson stars in the new biographical drama Life . 

° e shutterbug's execution of a now iconic 1955 photo 
series of James Dean, played by Dane DeHaan, propels 
thefilm's poignant plot, inspired by true events. 

SEE CALENDAR USTING ON PAGE SS 


MONDAY 28 

Going the Distance 

Active bodies get their sweat on in a spectacu- 
lar mountain setting during the Running of the 
Bears 5K. ° e picturesque golf course at Stratton 
Mountain Resort plays host to a 3.1-miletrek, 
during which athletes counteract holiday calories 
while vying for cash prizes. Be sure to wear your 
wackiest duds for a chance at the coveted Best 
Costume award. 

I SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE 59 


SATURDAY 26 & SUNDAY 27 

Hit the Mat 

Breathe in, breathe out. Folks of all ability levels are 
welcome to unwind at Studio Zenith's Post-Holiday 
Vinyasa Yoga sessions. Instructor Hanna Satterlee 
f helps yogis release the stress and tension that 
can accompany this busy season through a class 
focused on breath, balance, stability and flexibility. 
Namaste! 


| TUESDAY 29 

Cowboy Cover Band 



FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by paulheintz 
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Feelin’ Berned 


W hen South Burlington High 
School let out last Friday, 
15-year-old catie Michael 
headed to Sen. bernie 
Sanders' (I-Vt.) Church Street headquar- 
ters to call New Hampshire voters. 

“Usually it’s a really positive place, and 
we have a lot of fun,” she said Saturday. 

But when Michael showed up, she 
learned that the Democratic National 
Committee had blocked Sanders’ presi- 
dential campaign from accessing its lists 
of voters, supporters and donors — 
making Michael’s volunteer work all but 
impossible. 

“We were essentially calling from 
the Manchester phonebook and got 
a lot of wrong numbers and a lot of 
Republicans,” she said. “It felt kind of 
like defeat. It was just, like, heavy.” 

The 48-hour suspension from the 
DNC’s voter file came after the party 
caught several Sanders staffers snoop- 
ing around rival hillary cunton's lists 
last Wednesday. Normally, the compet- 
ing Democratic campaigns are kept 
from viewing each other’s data in the 
central system, but a software glitch 
briefly opened it up to prying eyes. (One 
Sanders staffer was immediately fired, 
and two others were later suspended.) 

The altercation that ensued was, by 
far, the most serious to date in what, at 
least on the surface, had been a relatively 
polite and substantive competition 
between Clinton, Sanders and martin 
o'malley. Nobody on the Democratic 
side, it's worth noting, had been calling 
people “dumb,” “embarrassing," “pa- 
thetic” or a “total loser.” 

But the day after the Washington 
Post broke the suspension story, Sanders 
campaign manager jeff weaver let loose 
Friday at a Washington, D.C., press con- 
ference and accused the DNC of trying 
to “sabotage” Sanders on Clinton’s 
behalf. During a conference call with 
reporters that night, Clinton campaign 
manager robby mook said his team’s data 
had been “stolen” and that the intrusion 
was “totally unacceptable and may have 
been a violation of the law." 

After the Sanders campaign sued the 
DNC in federal court late Friday, the party 
relented and restored access to its lists. 

Whether or not you care about 
something as arcane as proprietary 
voter data, it’s easy to understand why 
both sides were so eager to engage. 
For the Clintonites, it was an opportu- 
nity to hack away at Sanders' sterling 


reputation as honest and trustworthy. 
After months of defending her use of a 
private email server as secretary of state, 
suddenly they could point to someone 
else’s digital chicanery. 

And for the Sanderistas, it reinforced 
the notion that, as Weaver said Saturday 
afternoon, “There are establishment 
forces out there that are very, very 
concerned about the success of this 
campaign.” 

Weaver made the remark at Saint 
Anselm College in Goffstown, N.H., 
where his boss was preparing for the 
final debate of the year — scheduled 
by the DNC, it should be noted, for the 
weekend before Christmas. (Only 7.85 
million people watched it, according to 
Nielsen ratings, compared to the 18 to 25 


IN BED WITH THE 
HILLARY CAMPAIGN. 

DAVID VOGT 

million who watched the Republicans’ 
weeknight slugfests.) 

Across the Merrimack River, at 
Manchester’s Radisson hotel, Sanders’ 
loyal supporters trickled into its Armory 
Ballroom late Saturday afternoon for 
a debate-watching party, david voot, 
a German photographer who lives in 
Milford, N.H., showed up in a home- 
made red Christmas sweatshirt featur- 
ing a felt fireplace, snowflakes and the 
words, “FEEL THE BERN.” 

“I was honestly shocked,” Vogt said 
of the party’s handling of Team Sanders’ 
transgression. 

“I’ve been suspecting for a while that 
the DNC is basically, for lack of a better 
term, in bed with the Hillary campaign,” 
he said. “And yesterday it kind of just 
solidified that belief.” 

Vogt wasn't the only one feelin’ 
Berned. 

Citing an unnamed Team Sanders 
source, the Washington Post reported 
that the campaign raised more than $1 
million — on Friday alone. As the can- 
didates debated Saturday night, Sanders 
surpassed President barack obama’s 2011 
record of most donations at an equiva- 
lent point in their respective campaigns. 
By Tuesday, Clinton supporters were 


telling the media that Sanders might 
raise more money than their candidate 
in the fourth quarter — a transparent at- 
tempt to lower expectations. 

The Vermonter’s campaign may have 
made the most of an unfortunate situa- 
tion, but Sanders himself couldn’t have 
been pleased. In the tit-for-tat between 
Weaver and the DNC, party chair debbie 
wasserman schultz revealed that it was she 
— not Sanders' own staff — who alerted 
him to the data breach and suspension. 

“He was very troubled by that,” 
Wasserman Schultz said Saturday at 
Saint Anselm, twisting the knife. 

Furthermore, Sanders had to spend 
valuable time at the start of the debate 
explaining the behavior of irresponsible 
staffers and apologizing to a rival. No 
doubt he'd rather have been talking about 
how, you know, the rich keep getting 
richer and the poor keep getting poorer. 

Sanders landed a few good hits on 
Clinton that night — about her love affair 
with “regime change” and her coziness 
with Wall Street — but most of the head- 
lines coming out of the debate featured 
the words “Sanders” and “Apologizes.” 

Let’s be real: Nobody wants that — 
least of all, the guy who’s built a cam- 
paign around hourlong policy speeches. 

While occasional skirmishes with the 
Clinton campaign and the DNC might 
gin up Sanders’ base and bring a flood of 
donations, a true knife fight with Clinton 
probably wouldn’t end well. 

“If we launch a vicious, personal, 
negative campaign against Hillary 
Clinton, I'll make one guarantee: We’re 
going to lose,” senior adviser tad devine 
told reporters in the spin room after 
the debate. “OK? That’s not a winning 
campaign.” 

After appearing in the spin room 
himself that night, Sanders hopped into 
a motorcade and raced across town to 
thank the hundreds of supporters who 
had gathered at the Radisson to watch 
the debate. 

Sharing the stage with his wife, jane 
o'meara sanders, their adult children and 
the philosopher cornel west, Sanders 
thanked his volunteers and sounded an 
optimistic note. In several recent polls, 
he said to cheers, he had outperformed 
Clinton in hypothetical matchups 
against Republican donald trump. 

“I think we’re gonna win here, and 
we've come a long way in Iowa, where 
we’re within single digits of Secretary 
Clinton," Sanders said. “Brothers and 
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sisters, we are on the verge — on the 
verge — of pulling off one of the biggest 
political upsets in the modern history of 
the United States.” 


‘Dotting the I’s’ 

First it was expected in August. After 
that, by Thanksgiving. Then before 
Christmas. Now, a long-anticipated 
report on allegations against Attorney 
General bill sorrell is due out early 
next year, according to Department of 
State’s Attorneys and Sheriffs executive 
director david cahill. 

“Sometimes when you’re dotting the i’s 
and crossingthe t’s, which is exactly what 

this report, 


POLITICS 


u find a 


I that needs some 
follow-up,” says 
Cahill, who is managing the investiga- 
tion. “That's what happened here, and 
that’s why we’re pushing our anticipated 
release date into January." 

Cahill, who is working with indepen- 
dent counsel tom little and a committee 
of eight state’s attorneys on the probe, 
declined to comment on what “item” 
requires the follow-up. But according 
to two sources close to the situation, 
the holdup relates to new information 
the committee obtained indicating that 
Sorrell’s own office has been conducting 
a parallel inquiry into a group that helped 
finance their boss’ 2012 reelection. 

The internal investigation appears 
to stem from a June complaint filed 
by Vermont Right to Life Committee 
treasurer sharon toborg. In it, the Barre 
resident alleged that the Democratic 
Attorneys General Association failed to 
disclose the source of $6,000 it donated 
to Sorrell’s hotly contested 2012 cam- 
paign against Chittenden County State's 
Attorney tj. donovan. 

It’s unclear whether the scope of the 
in-house inquiry is any wider than that. 

Separately, Charlotte attorney brady 
toensing has accused DAGA of exceed- 
ing contribution limits in the 2012 race, 
because it donated the $6,000 directly 
to Sorrell and then financed $200,000 
worth of pro-Sorrell ads through an af- 
filiated super PAC called the Committee 
for Justice and Fairness. Toensing, who 
is vice chair of the Vermont Republican 
Party, argues that the direct donation 
triggered more stringent contribution 
limits for DAGA, making the $200,000 
super PAC buy illegal. 

Though Sorrell’s staff is conducting 
the investigation into DAGA's actions, 
the AG himself says he’s not involved. 

“A few months ago I was told by staff 
there is a complaint against DAGA in 


the office, not involving me,” Sorrell told 
Seven Days by email. “I was advised the 
office will handle the matter, but accord- 
ing to protocol, I am walled off from any 
decisions relating to the complaint.” 

Griffin and his staff did not respond 
to requests for comment, nor did DAGA 
or CJF. 

Little, tapped last May by Gov. peter 
shumlin to lead the external investiga- 
tion, is responsible for probing all six 
of Toensing’s allegations, which range 
from minor to major. The state’s at- 
torneys, who are the top elected pros- 
ecutors in each county, must approve 
Little’s report. 

Seven Days spoke with half a dozen 
people involved with the investigation, 
none of whom would discuss its prog- 
ress for attribution. Several indicated 
that the report isn’t likely to recommend 
action on Toensing’s “minor” com- 
plaints, such as an allegation that Sorrell 
failed to disclose how he spent campaign 
money. Another complaint, involving an 
alleged conflict of interest pertaining to 
Sorrell’s lawyer, may be referred to the 
Vermont Bar Association, they said. 

But the group is considering whether 
to refer at least one allegation to federal 
authorities, according to three of the 
sources. At issue is whether Sorrell 
agreed to file suit against 29 oil and gas 
companies in exchange for campaign 
contributions from two law firms — and 
then hired the firms to represent the 
state and share in any winnings. 

The state’s attorneys have 
reached out to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation to determine whether its 
public corruption unit is interested in 
pursuing the matter — and they have 
met with FBI officials in Vermont. 

Sources caution that the FBI has not 
indicated whether it will pursue the 
case. And even if the committee refers it 
to the feds, there's no guarantee they’ll 
be interested. Another option would be 
to keep it in state: Vermont State Police 
detectives are already involved, and one 
of the state’s attorneys could be tasked 
with prosecuting, should it come to that. 

“In our jobs, with prosecutions we are 
always working with and talking with 
law-enforcement agencies,” Cahill says 
elliptically. “In this process, we have not 
departed from our standard practice.” 

Federal and state law enforcement 
declined to comment. 

For his part, Sorrell says he always 
“assumed there would be communica- 
tion with federal law enforcement,” 
because some of Toensing’s allegations 
were “clearly outside the jurisdiction of 
state prosecutors.” 

“I look forward to the completion of 
the investigation,” he says. ® 
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Bellows Falls Residents Clash With 
Sheriff Over a Novel Jail Proposal 



I t looked like a perfect solution. For 
decades, Bellows Falls has failed 
to fill the long-vacant Liberty Mill 
building with an enterprise that 
would contribute to the local economy. 
Meanwhile, Windham County Sheriff 
Keith Clark has sought to fix a problem 
plaguing Vermont’s criminal justice 
system — a lack of transitional housing 
and beds for low-level offenders. 

So Clark thought he had come up 
with a winning idea when earlier this 
year he proposed a $23 million project 
to turn the mill building into a multi- 
level jail and rehab facility. His proposal 
would create up to 60 jobs and relieve 
the state’s prison-bed shortage. Further 
sweetening the deal, Clark announced 
he would build the facility without a 
nickel from local or state budgets. 

The state’s top law-enforcement 
officials greeted Clark’s idea with en- 
thusiasm. But residents of Bellows Falls 
have flooded meetings and signed peti- 
tions denouncing his plan. Some of them 
appear determined to stop it. 

Conceding, “It’s been well received 
by those people who are willing to open 
their minds and listen,” Clark said he 
was “caught a little off guard” by the 
ferocity of the opposition. “I thought 
people would appreciate the fact that I 
was saving them money. They should be 
encouraging us to move forward." 

Critics say they aren’t against Clark's 
concept. But they don't want it right in 
the middle of their village of 3,000 resi- 
dents, with two schools within walking 
distance. 

“Location, location, location," 
Bellows Falls resident Deborah Wright 
said. “This social experiment should not 
happen within a tiny village. People are 
gravely concerned what will happen to 
the quality of their village, their prop- 
erty values, their taxes... ” 

The former paper mill, now a sprawl- 
ing derelict gray building, is actually on 
the southern end of the village. It closed 
decades ago and has become a symbol of 
Bellows Falls’ post-industrial decline. 

The town has since become a cultural 
destination. It hosts a thriving arts scene 
that includes annual film and music 
festivals; most of the downtown is on the 
National Register of Historic Places. But 
the derelict mill buildingthat looms over 
the railroad tracks and the Connecticut 
River remains a ghostly reminder of 
what Bellows Falls once was. 


Further angering residents is the 
realization that their opinions may 
not matter much. Thanks to a unique 
project plan, Clark doesn’t need the 
approval of the village trustees or even 
the state legislature to build what he has 
dubbed the Liberty Mill Justice Center. 
He would only need the go-ahead from 
the local zoning board and the state 
Natural Resources Board, both bodies 
that make their decisions on technical 
grounds — not public sentiment. 

Bellows Falls resident Suzanne 
Groenewold lamented, “The general 


feeling is that we are the last to know, 
and there's nothing we can do about it." 

As currently imagined, Liberty Mill 
Justice Center is innovative — even 
Clark’s detractors acknowledge that. 
The facility would house three groups 
of inmates. Roughly 80 high-security 
beds would be reserved for prisoners 
of the U.S. Marshals Service, which 
transports and guards federal inmates. 
The agency has already agreed to house 
— and pay for — inmates in Liberty Mill 
Justice Center if it gets built. Currently, 
Vermont inmates facing federal charges 


are housed out of state, making it expen- 
sive to bring them to court in Vermont. 

Another 70 lower-security beds 
would be reserved for state inmates, 
which would help free up badly needed 
Department of Corrections prison beds. 
Specifically, the Justice Center would 
house offenders who are awaiting trial. 

Liberty Mill would also have hostel- 
style transitional housing for inmates 
who have served their minimum sen- 
tences and are eligible to be released 
— ex-cons who would otherwise remain 
behind bars because they have no place 
to live. Today, approximately 200 such 
inmates are languishing in Vermont 
prisons. They’d be free to come and go 
from the Bellows Falls facility'. 

It costs the state $60,000 a year to 
house one inmate in a traditional prison. 
Clark said that a contract with the U.S. 
Marshals Service would subsidize ad- 
ditional capacity for the Vermont DOC. 
It could also help the agency end its 
reliance on a private prison company, 
GEO Group, to house approximately 300 
Vermont prisoners in Michigan. 

“My job is not to reduce the demand 
on the DOC. However I believe this will 
do that,” Clark said. “I’m just looking 
at changing the system and doing it a 

Liberty' Mill Justice Center would 
also host caseworkers, a regional 
dispatch center and police training 
facilities. 

DOC Commissioner Lisa Menard and 
Agency of Human Services Secretary 
Hal Cohen have both voiced support for 
Clark’s idea. After all, they don’t have to 
pay to build it. 

The center would be constructed 
using a mix of federal and state grants 
and tax incentives. The largest chunk 
of $10 million would come from the 
federal New Markets Tax Credit pro- 
gram, designed to spur development 
in low-income areas. That program is 
available only to private companies, so 
Clark arranged for DEW Construction 
of Williston to build and own the facil- 
ity and lease it back to the sheriff’s 
department. Under similar arrange- 
ments, DEW built Barre City Place and 
a Community' College of Vermont build- 
ing in Rutland. 

The U.S. Marshals Service has 
pledged to kick in $4 million toward 
construction of the Liberty Mill Justice 
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If it gets built, Clark’s job would 
change considerably. In Vermont, sher- 
iff’s departments such as the one he 
oversees are charged with transporting 
prisoners and guarding courthouses. In 
tiny communities, they sometimes pro- 
vide a handful of patrol hours a week. 

But Liberty Mill Justice Center 
would transform the Windham Sheriff’s 
Department into one of the largest 
law-enforcement agencies in Vermont, 
rivaled only by the state police and 
the Burlington police. Clark's staff of 
45 would grow to more than 100, he 
estimated. 

Clark is known 
as a smooth-talking 
innovator. A charis- 
matic cop who served 
as the Bellows Falls 
police chief before 
he was elected sher- 
iff nine years ago, 
he received plaudits 
last year for another 
program he created: 

Nonviolent defen- 
dants awaiting trial 
wear GPS-equipped 
ankle monitors and stay at home — in- 
stead of sitting in prison. 

Clark said he is simply trying to im- 
prove the criminal justice system. He 
asked, “If you’re in a position and have 
support to change things in society, 
shouldn't you?” 

But Bellows Falls residents have a 
history of defeating prison proposals 
— at least when they’ve had a say in 
the matter. In 1998, after a contentious 
battle, they rejected a DOC plan to build 
a prison in the village. The Southern 
State Correctional Facility, the largest 
prison in Vermont, was built 15 miles 
away instead — in Springfield. 

Critics point out that the facility 
is located on an isolated hillside, up a 
steep, winding road, four miles from 
downtown. 

In the case of Liberty Mill Justice 
Center, "The homes surrounding the 
site are a couple hundred feet away,” 
Groenewold said. “It’s not like they're 
in the middle of nowhere and you pull 
in a long road to get to them. We feel it 
would severely impact the day-to-day 
lives of people who live here.” 

Clark’s opponents also question 
his decision in July to hire state Sen. 
Jeanette White (D-Windham) as his 


project manager and point person. 
Local critics accuse White, who sits on 
the Judiciary Committee and chairs the 
Government Operations Committee, of 
having a conflict of interest. 

“We’ve seen her more now than 
we’ve ever seen her in her entire length 
of service,” Wright said. “She’s repre- 
senting herself as a senator, but in actu- 
ality she's an employee. She’s basically 
lobbying for this project." 

White rejected those concerns. 
She compared her position to other 
temporary jobs she’s held — as interim 
development direc- 
in Rockingham 
and writing grants 
for Brattleboro and 
the city’s housing 
authority. 

The legislature 
will not vote on the 
Liberty Mill Justice 
Center, White said, 
and the only state 
money that would 
be spent on the facil- 
ity would come via 
future contracts with the DOC — which 
the legislature does not approve. 

“As you know, we’re a citizen legisla- 
ture,” White said. “We have to have jobs 
to make a living. There’s no conflict. I 
think they are grasping at anything they 

White said she makes $30 an hour as 
project manager and works 20 hours a 
week for Clark, earning $2,400 a month. 
She said she is leaving the position when 
the legislature convenes in January. 

Opponents, meanwhile, are pushing 
the village of Bellows Falls and the sur- 
rounding town of Rockingham to hold 
nonbinding votes on the project at their 
respective town meetings in March. 
They are confident they will prevail by 
large margins. 

Clark has made conflicting state- 
ments about whether he would aban- 
don his plan if the number of naysayers 
continues to mount. For now, he said he 
is determined to win support, one resi- 
dent at a time. “It’s slow going," he said. 
“It's like trying to turn a battleship. It’s 
hard for people to change their percep- 
tions.” ® 

Contact: mark@sevendaysvt.com, 
@Davis7D or 86S-1020, ext. 23 


THE GENERAL FEEUNG 
ISTHATWEARETHE 
LAST TO KNOW, 


SUZANNE GROENEWOLD 



At Saint Michael's College, you can get ahead in your college 
career with our on-campus six-week, eight-credit innovative 
instructional experience. Make your summer count. 


May 23 -July 1,201 6 

W Saint Michael’s 
v College 

ACCELERATED SUMMER COLLEGE 


REGISTER NOW for a live online information session 
January 12 at 12:30 p.m. 
smcvt.edu/ascinfo or CALL 802.654.2721 




local matters 


All Aboard? A Road Project Could 
Displace Train Yard, Buildings 


P erhaps the biggest concern 
about Burlington’s controver- 
sial Champlain Parkway proj- 
ect is that the new route will 
create more traffic on congestion-prone 
Pine Street between Lakeside and King. 
Hoping to address that, the city is cook- 
ing up a second, lesser-known road plan: 
the Railyard Enterprise Project. 

Officials say its centerpiece — a short 
road spur that veers off Pine south of 
Maple and connects it to lower Battery 
Street — is essential to divert traffic from 
a historic, low-income neighborhood. It 


potential path — including private busi- 
nesses and a bustling rail yard that can’t 
easily relocate. 

At a public meeting at ArtsRiot on 
December 9, Bob Chamberlin, a city 
consultant with Resource Systems 
Group, spelled out the conundrum: “If 
you avoid the buildings, you impact the 
rail yard. If you avoid the rail yard, you 
impact the buildings." 

Either way, the city will also have to 
contend with contaminants left over 
from a former coal-gasification plant 
that once operated near the waterfront’s 


“willing partner” in the project. That’s 
because two of the options send the new 
road right through its rail yard at the 
southern end of Battery Street. 

The rail yard is actually owned by 
the state but is leased to privately held 
Vermont Rail until 2054. Located a 
stone’s throw from Lake Champlain, 
train cars arrive and depart at all hours, 
hauling all manner of industrial goods: 
oil, gas, lumber, road salt, gravel, cement, 
limestone, animal feed, heavy machin- 
ery. Nearby, a series of osculating tracks 
make up the switching yard, which 


1963. Currently, though, he said things 
are cordial between his company and 
the administrations of Mayor Miro 
Weinberger and Gov. Peter Shumlin. In 
2013, he and the mayor signed a settle- 
ment over the Act 250 appeal after the 
city and state agreed to fix a culvert and 
perform “railroad diagnostics" at mul- 
tiple crossings. 

Despite that legal tussle, Wulfson 
supports the Champlain Parkway — and 
the Railyard Enterprise Project. His rail 
yard, he explained, would benefit from 
having a new route for trucks to enter 
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Enterpris 
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has the potential to change a section of 
the waterfront that's largely remained 
an industrial wasteland. 

The project is creeping forward. Over 
the course of three years, a steering com- 
mittee has winnowed down 30 different 
road configurations. On Monday eve- 
ning, the city council signed off on the 
final three scenarios, all of which are en 
route to a federal environmental review 
that is expected to take at least a year. 

Officials emphasize that everything 
is subject to change. But the current 
options are stoking anxiety among 
those who own property in the project’s 


Pine Street Barge Canal, which became 
a Superfund site in 1983. That designa- 
tion by the Environmental Protection 
Agency scuttled the original route plan 
for the Champlain Parkway, which 
would have extended along the lake to 
Battery Street. Construction on the pol- 
luted land has the potential to unearth 
toxic materials. 

“I think it would be fair to say this is a 
complex landscape to be working with,” 
said Chapin Spencer, director of the 
Public Works Department. 

At ArtsRiot, officials underscored 
that Vermont Rail System must be a 


allows trains to change course. 

The railroad and government depend 
upon one another — Vermont Rail 
facilitates commerce; the Agency of 
Transportation helps secure federal rail- 
improvement grants — but the alliance 
hasn’t always been harmonious. The 
company sparred with the city over the 
Champlain Parkway, appealing the proj- 
ect’s Act 250 permit in 2011 over rights 
of way. 

The relationship has had “ups and 
downs,” acknowledged Vermont Rail's 
president, David Wulfson, whose 
father, Jay, bought the company in 


and depart. 

And it’s not the first time he's imag- 
ined what it would look like. Sitting in 
his attic-like office at Vermont Rail’s 
lakeside headquarters, he unfurled a 
diagram crowded with crosshatched 
lines. He had the plan drawn up in 2004 
in case the city revived plans to link Pine 
to Battery. 

Wulfeon’s diagram lays out how ex- 
isting tracks, terminals, loading stations 
and storage sheds could be rearranged to 
make way for a street. The yard would be 
moved south onto land he already owns, 
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and new tracks would be constructed — 
hence all the lines. 

“The city has a copy of this and is 
aware this needs to happen," Wulfson 
said matter-of-factly. He’s furnished the 
state Agency of Transportation with a 
copy as well. He expects government of- 
ficials to pick up the tab. 

Friction could occur, however, based 
on how closely the project adheres 
to Wulfson’s vision and who pays for 
what. For the two options that require 
uprooting the rail yard, city planners 
are budgeting $6.5 million for rail yard 
“mitigation costs.” That's in addition to 
the road construction expenses, which 
are pegged at $6.8 million or $11 million, 
depending on the plan. Weinberger is 
expecting the federal government to pay 
80 percent, with the state and the city 
splitting the rest. 

But it’s unclear whether the same 
ratio would apply to rail-yard work. 

“I think we may well face challenging 
issues with the rail yard,” Weinberger 

Given the millions it would cost to 
move the rail yard even a little bit, have 
planners considered relocating it, away 
from the lake entirely? Elsewhere on the 
waterfront, industrial infrastructure has 
been replaced with parkland and tour- 
ist attractions such as the ECHO Leahy 
Center for Lake Champlain. 

Wulfson, whose company owns 350 
miles of track, said he has scouted other 
locations, without success: “No one 
wants a rail yard in their backyard.” 

The mayor added: It would be “spec- 
tacularly expensive.” 


One of the three plans would leave 
the rail yard untouched, but it’s compli- 
cated. Referring to a rendering of this 
$15 million proposal, a perplexed ob- 
server at the December 9 meeting asked, 
“What does it mean when the road goes 
through the building?’ 

Standing in the back, 

Jason Adams stayed 
silent, though he knew 
the answer all too well. 

His family owns the 
Independent Block 
building on South 
Champlain Street, 
which, under option 
No. 3, would need to be 
at least partially torn 
down. Adams, who 
manages the building, 
recently renovated the 
space so that Urban 
Moonshine can open 
a cocktail bar, apoth- 
ecary, health clinic and 
herbal learning center. 

Adams later said he supports the 
project in principle, but, not surpris- 
ingly, he's not in favor of the version 
that bisects his building. Dislodging his 
tenants would undermine the project’s 
goal of promoting economic develop- 
ment, he said. Even if part of his building 
remained, he said any loss of already 
limited parking would render the place 
unrentable. 

Adam Brooks, executive director 
of the South End Arts and Business 
Association, worries that extended con- 
struction will drive away customers from 


the neighborhood, warning: “There are 
some small businesses that could be one 
construction project away from closing.” 

The project might also displace Curtis 
Lumber, on Pine Street; the Chittenden 
Solid Waste District; a city-owned 
building that houses 
studios; and two 
buildings at the corner 
of Maple and Battery 
— home to a dive shop 
and, according to 
owner Jacob Albee, 
workshops for artists, 
musicians and “wing- 
nut entrepreneurs." 

Peter Owens, 
the director of 
the Community & 
Economic Development 
Office, called Albee the 
day before this third 
option was unveiled. 
As Albee remembers, 
Owens told him that 
the road “touched” one 
of his properties — a whimsical building 
crowned with a windmill. 

“Buildings don’t hug,” was Albee’s 
indignant response to the euphemism. 

Albee, a professional goldsmith, 
thinks that the city hasn't been forth- 
coming enough with property owners. 
Unlike Vermont Rail, he wasn't invited 
to join the steering committee. “We’re 
told we have an equal voice, but I don’t 
feel that way,” Albee said. “There are 
chips on the board, and one of them has 
to be moved, and I’m a much smaller 
chip than the Vermont Railway.” 
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IS A COMPLEX 
LANDSCAPE TO BE 
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CHAPIN SPENCER, 


Albee agrees that the King-Maple 
Street neighborhood deserves relief 
from traffic, but he said he’s unconvinced 
the project will truly reduce congestion. 

City officials insist that they’ve been 
diligently meeting with all stakehold- 
ers, including Albee. At the same time, 
they’ve got other challenges to attend to. 

Some of the buildings — including 
Independent Block, which used to be 
the Champlain Valley Fruit Company 
— qualify as historic, potentially lim- 
iting the city’s options. There are 
underground obstacles, too: A buried 
roundhouse from the original railroad 
and a coal-storage bin are considered 
significant archeological sites. 

Finally, the contaminants could prove 
even more stubborn than the people. 
The pollution extends north beyond the 
old Barge Canal and gasification plant. 
In constructing the skate park and new 
sections of the bike path around the 
Moran Plant, the city had to spend more 
than $300,000 to dispose of a compara- 
bly tiny amount of contaminated soil. 

Pointing out that other cities have 
successfully redeveloped polluted land, 
the mayor — who champions “infill” 
development — said he’s optimistic that 
Burlington will be able to do the same. 

Even Albee said he could still be 
convinced that it’s a good idea. But he 
qualified it: “If there’s going to be a road, 
it needs to be the right road.” © 

Contact: alicia@sevendaysvt.com 

Disclosure: Seven Days is an Independent 
Block tenant. 
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Shap, Interrupted: The Once and 
(Maybe) Future Candidate 


A t a recent Burlington breakfast 
meeting, House Speaker Shap 
Smith leveled with members of 
Vermont Businesses for Social 
Responsibility: Don’t expect lawmakers 
to enact a carbon tax in the coming ses- 
sion, the Morristown Democrat warned, 
saying that Vermonters aren't ready for 
it. On the other hand, he said mandatory 
paid sick leave, another of the group’s 
goals, looks poised for passage. 

Smith’s predictions weren’t new. 
What was? He wasn't working the 
crowd of politically active Vermonters 
for votes. He didn’t have the look of an 
over-caffeinated, overbooked candidate 
for higher office. And he was not sport- 
ing any campaign stickers. 

The event was a powerful reminder 
of how much had changed since Smith 
was immersed in an intense bid for 
the open governor’s seat in 2016. On 
November 17, he stood alone at a podium 
on the Statehouse steps and made a 
somber announcement: “I am suspend- 
ing my campaign for governor.” His wife, 
Melissa Volansky, had breast cancer. “A 
diagnosis like this reshapes one’s priori- 
ties. This is a time during which Melissa 
and the kids need me most." 

Smith’s decision was agonizing for 
him. He had been seriously considering 
running for governor since 2009 — if not 
before. 

“It was something I really wanted 
to do, that the family was all in on. My 
supporters were all in,” Smith said. “It is 
hard to shift gears that quickly, but it was 
so clearly the right decision to make.” 

Raised in Lamoille County, Smith is 
a deeply deliberative lawyer who tends 
to choose his words, and plot his course, 
carefully. First elected to the House in 
2003, he quickly proved his tax policy 
prowess. Ditto his willingness to go to 
the mat for issues. He became speaker 
in 2009 and, in that same year, muscled 
same-sex marriage legislation through a 

Smith, considered a moderate 
Democrat, can also take a more ponder- 
ous approach. On issues such as legaliz- 
ing marijuana and reforming taxes, both 
of which he supports, he’s moved more 
slowly than some would like. 

He had no control over the timing of 
events that led him to drop out of the 
governor's race. On September 18, just a 


month after he launched his campaign. 
Smith stopped for lunch in Middlebury 
on his way from a golf tournament in 
Rutland to a campaign meet-and-greet 
in Vergennes. His wife, a doctor with 
Stowe Family Practice, called and said 
she needed to talk to him in person. 

Already well into a nonstop state- 
wide candidate’s schedule, Smith wasn’t 
due home until late that night. But her 
tone was urgent, so the couple met that 
afternoon in Burlington. Melissa broke 
the news about her breast cancer while 
they stood on Perkins Pier. “It was a real 
shock,” Smith said in a recent interview. 

The couple discussed how to tell 
their son, Eli, who is 14, and daughter, 
Mia, 10. 

“Initially the prognosis was that she 
would only need surgery,” Smith said. 
The situation was unsettling, but they 
believed it would be brief. Smith scaled 
back his campaign appearances and 
paused his fundraising. He canceled 
a trip to the White House, where, as 
House speaker, he was to attend a meet- 
ing with President Barack Obama. 

Smith, who has long been adept at 


juggling a high-pressure profession with 
a high-profile political position and a 
family, conceded, “It was a lot to have 
on the plate. I was struggling trying to 
keep all of the balls in the air ... I joked 
with people a bunch during that period 
of time that I thought I had finally real- 
ized what my capacity was — and I was 

Few people knew what Smith’s 
family was going through. His wife had 
surgery on November 2. He skipped a 
candidates’ forum the next day, publicly 
stating that he was helping his wife re- 
cover from unspecified surgery. 

Smith said it was hard to watch his 
wife go from physician to patient, and 
Melissa didn't like the idea of being away 
from her medical practice. The chal- 
lenges mounted when doctors informed 
them that she would need further 
treatment. 

Smith hunkered down with friends 
and family, seeking advice about his 
fledgling campaign. “Different people 
had different opinions,” he said. “There 
were people who were trying to tell me 


to stay in the race and not be speaker 
anymore.” 

“I don't know how realistic any of 
these other scenarios were,” said Mary 
Peterson, the state tax commissioner 
and a close friend who served with 
Smith in the legislature. “The decision 
was obvious. Your family comes first.” 

Peterson was among several of 
Smith's advisers who knew firsthand 
what Smith and his family would face. 
Her husband had recently battled cancer 
at the same time as their daughter suf- 
fered a brain aneurysm. The notion 
that Smith could go through something 
like that while also managing a highly 
competitive statewide race was beyond 
comprehension, she said: “You just don't 
have the bandwidth.” 

Smith also turned for advice to Dr. 
Harry Chen, the state health commis- 
sioner, who had served with Smith and 
Peterson for six years in the legislature. 
Peterson described Chen as the group’s 
Yoda, likening him to the calm, wise Star 
Wars character. Chen had helped his 
own wife through cancer years ago. 

Chen’s take: Smith had to halt the 
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campaign. “I couldn’t see another way 
that worked,” Chen said. “It was an 
incredibly difficult decision. Everybody 
knew he had to do it, but nobody wanted 
him to do it." 

Smith also consulted a friend, 
Andrew Savage, who had been about 
the same age as Smith’s kids when his 
mother was diagnosed with cancer, and 
Congressman Peter Welch (D-Vt.), who 
had spent years caring for his wife, Joan, 
while she battled the disease. 

Smith deliberated intently. On 
November 16, he composed an email 
about his decision to a small group of 
friends, then slept on it before hitting 
“send” the next day. He went with his 
wife to a doctor’s appointment that 
morning. At 2 p.m., he delivered the 
news to the press. 

Smith said he’s 
had no regrets. “I just 
can’t imagine what it 
would be like decid- 
ing to continue the 
campaign and being 
in Bennington on a 
Wednesday night 
where maybe my mom 
or my stepmom were 
taking my daughter to 
basketball practice but 
Melissa was having a 
rough day recovering 
from chemo,” Smith said. “I would just 
be wondering, Am I in the right place?" 

The place for him in 2016 will be 
with his wife and children, Smith said. 
And he will be back in the Statehouse 
for his last year as speaker. 

Liz Sortino, who left her job at the 
lobbying firm KSE Partners to manage 
Smith’s campaign, has since dismantled 
the barely christened campaign office 
near Burlington’s waterfront, taken the 
campaign website offline, and packed 
up the “Shap for Governor” placards 
and stickers. She's looking for another 

As for Smith, his supporters and 
political adversaries seem to be in 
agreement that his political career is not 

“I absolutely think he’ll be back,” 
said Peterson. “He has this vision for 
Vermont, and a lot of people are vested 
in that vision, too.” 

Smith, who turned 50 last week, 
said he can’t realistically predict his 
political future, given the uncertainties 
of his wife’s illness. But some wondered 
whether by “suspending” his campaign, 
he was leaving the door open — for 2016. 

“Does that mean he’s getting back 
in?” asked House Minority Leader Don 
Turner (R-Milton). 

“I don’t have any sense that I would 


resume the campaign,” Smith said. “I 
have had people say to me, ‘I actually 
hope you really mean you’re suspend- 
ing, not ending.’ I've said, ‘I just don’t 
see how you can start a race again in 

Just how Smith’s departure will alter 
the race is still unclear. He isn't endors- 
ing another candidate, and many of his 
supporters say they are in no hurry to 
pick a replacement. 

Two other Democrats, former state 
Agency of Transportation secretary Sue 
Minter and former state senator Matt 
Dunne, are running to succeed retiring 
Democratic Gov. Peter Shumlin. So are 
two Republicans: Lt. Gov. Phil Scott 
and retired Wall Street banker Bruce 
Lisman. More candidates could emerge. 

Dunne and Minter 
appear to be ap- 
proaching some of 
Smith's supporters, 
but neither candidate 
has done any heavy 
wooing. 

“It’s time to reflect,” 
said Rep. Ami Pugh 
(D-South Burlington), 
a Smith supporter. “I 
feel no compunction 
to throw my support 
to either one of them.” 
Progressive caucus 
leader Chris Pearson (P-Burlington) 
is thinking about how Smith's deci- 
sion will affect the session. He said he 
wondered whether Smith, now unfet- 
tered by the governor’s race, might use 
his last term to pursue some big goals. 
“You would want to leave a significant 
enough mark that in four or six years 
he can say, ‘Remember? That was me,’” 
Pearson said. 

Smith did not describe any such 
goals. The former member of the House 
Ways & Means Committee has long 
talked about adjusting the state tax code 
but said he doesn’t think it’s plausible 
next year. He was similarly practical 
when asked about the prospects of the 
legislature legalizing marijuana in 2016. 
“It just doesn't feel like it’s ready to go 
all the way through,” he said. 

Smith has proven that he can be pa- 
tient. Asked what he planned to do with 
his campaign cash, about $100,000, he 
said, “It's going to stay in an account 
for any future...” then trailed off. “If I’m 
going to do something in the future, it’ll 
be there for that.” 

So will the “Shap for Governor” 
campaign placards and stickers, stored 
in a box in his house. No specific year is 
emblazoned on them. © 

Contact: terri@sevendaysvt.com 
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GEARS THAT QUICKLY. 

BUT IT WAS SO 
CLEARLY THE RIGHT 
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Countryman Press Still Touts 
Vermont Heritage ... in NYC 


BY KEN PICARD 


outdoorsy sensibility,” says 
Countryman’s editorial director, Ann 


T he Countryman Press, long 
known as “Vermont's oldest 
name in publishing,” is now Treistman, who visits Vermont often 
a small, rustic printing house — her husband hails from South 
in name only. In 1996, New York-based Royalton. The company built its name 
W. W. Norton & Company on Vermont-y topics, and, 

purchased Countryman. In Treistman says, “We’re totally 

March 2015, Norton laid off Hjj|||l IJ’fl still doing it. Everyone wants to 
the press' last two remaining do that stuff these days.” 

Vermont employees, closed its Treistman says she doesn’t 

Woodstock offices and moved its entire expect readers to notice many substan- 



operation to midtown Manhattan. 


e changes resulting from the n 


Countryman, founded in 1973 by because the company has maintained its 
eter and jane jennison in their farm- long-term relationships with Vermont- 


house kitchen in Taftsville, earned : 
New England cred by putting out high- 
quality books and field guides about 
outdoor recreation, travel, gardening, 
cooking, culture and crafts. 


based organizations and authors. 
Notably, Countryman still publishes 
cookbooks produced by Norwich-based 
king Arthur flour and back titles from 
Shelburne-based eatingwell. However, 


Today, Countryman still promotes the latter company hasn't published a 
its Vermont roots by featuring titles and new cookbook with Countryman since 
authors that reflect the values of Yankee 2011, says editor-in-chief j 


self-sufficiency. From its Big Apple 
dress, Countryman publishes about 70 
new titles per year, with a backlist of 350 
books, covering such subjects as cider 
making, maple sugaring, fly fishing, 
wild-edible foraging, meat curing and 
construction of backyard ice rinks. 

“We definitely try and keep 


That was also the year the eatingwell 
media group was purchased by the 
Meredith Corp., which had a previous 
relationship with W. W. Norton’s com- 
petitor, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. 

In recent years, the rise of internet- 
based alternatives has flattened sales 
i of Countryman’s international 


travel guides, long 
pany mainstay. However, 

Treistman says sales of its do- 
mestic travel guides remain 
strong, as do those of books 
with high aesthetic appeal. 

“In this day and age, 
people want books that are 
more objects," she says. “If you can’t 
have something gorgeous in your hands, 
why not just look it up [online]?” 

According to Treistman, W. W. 
Norton opted to close the Woodstock 
office following the fall 2014 retire- 
ment of longtime editor kermit hummel 
None of Countryman's three remaining 
employees — managing editor lisa sacks 
warhol, production editor doug yeager 
and production manager fred lee — was 
offered a position in the New York City 

Lee, who worked for Countryman 
for about 21 years and now has a job in 
Brattleboro, says he wonders how well 
the company will be able to retain its 
connections with Vermont authors. In 
particular, he suggests that Norton has 
lost the “ear-to-the-ground knowledge” 
needed to maintain travel and craft 
books, which require frequent revisions. 



A Vermont ‘Recovered’ Poet 
Brings Verse Back From the Past 


BY RACHEL ELIZABETH JONES 

V ermont storyteller leanne 
ponder described her newly 
published book of poems, 
Tonight Not Even My Skin, 
like this: “It was like I found poems by 
somebody else [and thought], These are 
pretty good.” Ponder rediscovered her 
own writing in the form of typewritten 
pages, some 25 years old, that lay forgot- 
ten in a cardboard box in a back room of 
her East Montpelier home. 

Seven Days spoke with Ponder and 
her husband and creative partner, tim 
jennings, at Burlington’s Muddy Waters, 
seated in the cafe’s curved booth — a 
piece of furniture that, incidentally, once 
belonged to Ponder at her home in New 
Mexico, and later in Vermont. 

In an online description of the poetry 


collection, Jennings writes, “Leanne was 
a recovering poet when we met. She’d 
stopped writing poems for multiple and 
complicated reasons.” Not surprisingly, 
one of those was money, or lack thereof. 
Before abandoning poetry, however, 
Ponder had found relative success with 
her work, publishing in Esquire, Story, 
the Transatlantic Review, Cricket and 

Ponder wrote the poems in Tonight 
Not Even My Skin between the ages of 
20 and 40, she estimated. The subject 
matter is wide-ranging, with a mixture 
of autobiographical and invented or ob- 
served vignettes. In the former category, 
topics include family tensions, encoun- 
ters with lovers, the negotiation of a 
divorce and the desire to be a mother. 


“[Having 
child] 
happened,” 
she said, “but 
it brought a 
lot of poetry.” 

The poem “Shadows, Ashes, Desert 
Prayers” illustrates the vitriolic aspects 
of Ponder's relationship with her own 
mother, with lines such as “I was a child 
you would not have chosen: / silent, 
headstrong, and never quite pretty.” 

As Jennings put it, “It’ll kick your ass 
when you hear her read it.” 

Ponder began writing poetry in ele- 
mentary school, after she gave a teacher 
a Thanksgiving poem, written by her 
mother, as her own. “I don’t know what 
the psychology behind that is,” she said. 


Sacks Warhol, who worked at 
Countryman from 2008 to September 
2014 and still lives in Bethel — now free- 
lance copyediting for several Boston- 
based publishers — also questions 
whether the company remains com- 
mitted to maintaining its backlist titles. 
She cites books such as Rink Mann’s 
Backyard Sugarin': A Complete How-to 
Guide, originally published in 1976 
(fourth edition due in January 2016), as 
the sort that helped Countryman Press 
build its reputation; now, she suggests, 
those books may not be updated as 
frequently. 

“The Vermont-centric books we 
did, I don't imagine they’ll be doing 
anymore,” Sacks Warhol says, “which is 
really unfortunate.” 

Yeager, who was with Countryman 
for about seven years and lives in 
Woodstock, says the company noti- 
fied all three employees in the si 


strong element in 
iny of Ponder’s poems 
i an empathic connection 
■ith the underdog, par- 
cularly in relation to chil- 
■en. “Rumplestiltskin,” 
iginally published in 
quire in 1976, presents 
; folk tale’s antagonist 
a victim of the pain and 
niliation of being an out- 
r betause of his physical 
mity. At the same time, 
the poem evokes Ponder’s 
desire to have a child. “I was trying to 
give [Rumplestiltskin] abetter deal," she 

“Sincerity Paper: A Mother’s 
Comment” offers a seedling commentary 
based on the Chisso Corporation’s “sin- 
cerity paper.” That document expressed 
regret — but not legal responsibility — 
for contaminating the water supply of 
Minamata, Japan, with industrial waste 
for more than 30 years, inadvertently 
poisoning and killing residents. 
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of 2014 that they would be laid off in 
September. He and Lee stayed until 
March 2015 to finish some final assign- 
ments. Yeager says the layoffs and office 
closure came as a total surprise to all 
three of them. 

“It was pretty shocking, because 
W. W. Norton is an employee-owned 
company,” he says. “We certainly didn’t 
expect it.” 

Yeager also suggests that Countryman 
Press loses something by not having a 
physical presence in the 
Green Mountains. 

“Countryman did focus 
on regional books, and I 
think you’ll largely lose 
that part,” he says. “It’s 
just an imprint now, a 

Indeed, that brand- 
ing — books sold under 
the Countryman Press 
name still feature a logo of a tree and 
the company's original “Woodstock, 
VT” address — could land the publish- 
ing giant in hot water. According to 
the Vermont attorney general’s office, 
a 2006 rule included in the Vermont 
Consumer Protection Act specifically 
prohibits a company from marketing 
itself with a Vermont address unless it 
performs “substantial functions" within 
the state. As Countryman’s operations 
are now based entirely in Norton’s Fifth 
Avenue headquarters, its claim to being 
a “Vermont-based” company could be 
deemed fraudulent, suggests assistant 


AG Naomi Sheffield, who emphasizes 
that she hasn’t specifically researched 
the company or received a consumer 

In recent years, the AG’s office has 
enforced the Vermont Origin Rule 
primarily on food-related products 
claiming Vermont origins. In January 
2014, for example, VerMints, a company 
founded in Bellows Falls whose mints 
are actually produced in Canada, was 
fined $65,000. 

Similarly, a 2008 
settlement with Bove's of 
Vermont, which had relo- 
cated its production facility 
to Rochester, N.Y., resulted 
in a $5,000 fine and a 
$50,000 company donation 
to the Vermont Foodbank 
for misleading marketing. 
(Earlier this month, Bove’s 
announced plans to open a 
Vermont-based sauce plant in Milton.) 

For her part, Countryman’s Treistman 
says she was unaware of the Vermont 
origin law. Norton plans to revise the 
Countryman Press website shortly, she 
adds; currently, its “affiliate publish- 
ers" site still claims that Countryman 
“retains its own identity with editorial 
and production offices in Woodstock, 
Vermont." © 

Contact: ken@sevendaysvt.com 



IT’S JUST AN 
IMPRINT NOW, 

A GRAND NAME. 

DOUG YEAGER 


Transitions and endings of romantic 
and close relationships are another 
common thread in Ponder’s poems. In 
“Parting,” a paramour “started up his 
car, and drove away / smile, love and all, 
leaving not a woman / but an audience.” 
Asked about this dark poem, Ponder 
merely laughed and reflected on the 
(distant) past lover's goofy grin. “The 
person that wrote these poems was 
more ... lonesome, wanting excitement,” 
she suggested. 

For Ponder, one of the most exciting 
parts of giving new life tooldpoetryhas 
been the opportunity to read her work 
aloud to an audience. So far, she’s given 
two readings, one at Muddy Waters in 
November, presented with poet david 
huddle and pianist lar duggan; and an- 
other earlier this month at Montpelier’s 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, with poet 
geof hewitt and pianist michael arnowitt. 

“I felt so happy,” she said. “There 
were these wonderful people who actu- 
ally liked my poems.” 


Ponder and Jennings have received 
acclaim for their folk-tale storytelling 
performances and recordings. But when 
reading her poems, Ponder noted, she 
enjoys not having to worry about re- 
membering her lines. She attributes this 
sense of relief in part to a stutter she had 
as a child. 

The couple intimated that they're 
interested in recording Ponder’s poetry' 
readings, as well as in publishing a 
second volume of her work. 

“I feel comforted both by what I’ve 
written and the people who’ve come to 
listen,” said Ponder. “It’s a good thing 
for me to do.”© 

Contact: rachel@sevendaysvt.com 
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Eastern Coyote Press. 84 pages. $9.95. Avail- 
able at Crow Bookshop in Burlington, Phoe- 
nix Books Burlington and Bear Pond Books in 
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Short 
Stops in 
Seven 
Volumes 

BY ETHAN DE SEIFE 

S even Days' writers 
can't possibly read, 
much less review, 
the number of 
books that arrive in a steady 
stream by post, email and, in 
one memorable case, a flock 
of trained parrots. So this 
monthly feature, "Page 32," 
is our way of introducing you 
to seven books by Vermont 
authors. To do that, we ll 
contextualize each book just 
a little, and quote a single 
representative sentence 
from, yes, page 32. 

Inclusion here implies 
neither approval nor deri- 
sion on our part, but simply: 
Here are a bunch of books, 
arranged alphabetically by 
authors' names, that Seven 
Days readers might like to 
know about. © 



"But then, as scripted and 
assigned, he channeled the 
ministering angel, and in 
his best mock-Austrian-fat- 
man-with-little-spectacles 
accent, said, 'Hiermiterklare 
ich Sie zu Mann und Frau. - 


Speckled Vanities is (at least) the 
second novel this year from the 
prolific Estrin, who also heads the 
Burlington press that released the 
book. Like several of his other novels. 
Speckled Vanities (the title refers to 
a passage from Milton) combines 
philosophy, music theory and politics 
into a heady literary bouillabaisse. Set 
in a small town in the Nevada desert, 
the narrative bounces from an Air 
Force base to a temple to a prison, 
encouraging the reader to draw 
parallels among these three locations. 
The author’s occasional use of German 
— as in the text just quoted, part of 
a wedding ceremony — Spanish and 
even musical notation demands close 
attention from the reader. 



Greeves Passing 

Richard Hawley, Short Story America 
Press, 307 pages. $29.95 


"I can’t remember 
anything about the 
lecture that came first, 
only his putting the 
needle into the groove of 
Sergeant Pepper and all 
those surprising, jingle- 
jangling, just-right songs 
filling the lecture hall." 

This “novel in fugue” by longtime 
Vermonter Hawley returns to the 
characters the author wrote about 
in The Headmaster's Papers and 
The Headmaster's Wife. Like those 
books, Greeves Passing takes an 
epistolary approach to narrative, 
weaving together a story from 
personal and business letters, 
poems and even legal documents. 
The result is a wide-ranging, 
multivocal exploration of the lives 
and struggles of a family that’s on 
the verge of collapse. 



Dream Sender: Poems 

David Huddle, Louisiana State University 
Press, 76 pages. $17.95 

"Soon I will send out an 
hourglass spider / trained 

eyelid, a huge / savings 
account that will quickly 
dissolve / from someone's 
bank, and a wailing child 
who / can't be comforted." 

This curious promise is uttered by 
the unnamed character who lends his 
or her title to both this poem and the 
latest book from Huddle, an award- 
winning poet, novelist and University 
of Vermont professor emeritus. The 
Dream Sender, the reader gathers, is 
a mystical figure who infiltrates the 
minds of every human being, steering 
thoughts and identities in ways 
unexpected. This poem, one of 50 in 
the collection, is a fine example of the 
plainspoken, deeply felt wordcraft 
that unites this suite of verse. Huddle’s 
treatment of the real world — he 
evokes gun shops and basketball games 
— elevates it to a realm beyond the 
familiar. Just what poetry should do. 
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What the Bible 
Really Does ( and 
Doesn’t) Say 
About Sex: The 
How, When, Why, 
and With Whom, 
of Scriptural 
Prohibitions and 
Permissions 

Matthew O'Neil, Pitchstone Publishing, 
174 pages. $14.95 


"I think it is safe to say 
that, for anyone who 
accepts that this is the 
written word of God 
and that Jesus actually 
said this, then we can 
just ignore the rest of 
the Bible's prohibitions 
against sexual activity." 


The sentence above refers to 
the familiar “cast the first stone” 
passage in John 8:1-11. In that 
story, Jesus absolves the accused 
adulterer, thereby flouting a 
number of scriptural prohibitions 
of and punishments for adultery 
and other sexual practices. With 
good humor and the authority 
obtained by earning a master’s 
in theology from Saint Michael’s 
College, O’Neil lays down 
the word of God about such 
contentious sexual/political/ 
religious issues as homosexuality, 
abortion and birth control. 
Written with the intention of 
countering the arguments of 
the Christian right, this is the 
perfect Jesus' Birthday gift for the 
archconservative whose ire you 
wish to provoke. 



Grafting Memory: 
Essays on War and 
Commemoration 

152 pages. $44.95 

e commemoration of 
soldiers whose bodily re- 
mains could not be found 
presented a different set 
of problems than those 
whose remains would be 
interred either in newly 
created military cemeter- 
ies or, in rare cases, family 

This attractive, amply illustrated 
volume is subtitled with great 
accuracy. The authors focus on one 
of the most important, yet least 
visible, ways in which the Civil 
War and World War I transformed 
the world: They ushered in new 
standards of honoring the dead. The 
central argument emerges over nine 
scholarly chapters: These were the 
conflicts in which deceased soldiers 
were, finally, recognized not just as 
statistics but as people. The authors 
cite examples of memorials from 
numerous countries and of all kinds 
(paintings, statuary, plaques). The 
final chapter focuses on memorials 
in Vermont. 



Under a Blue Moon 

Isabella S. Oehry, Balboa Press, 171 pages. 
$14.99 


TRlecent scientific 
discoveries have taught 
that although we all share 
99.9 percent of the same 
twenty-five thousand 
genes, it is after birth that 
we begin to switch them 
on and off in response to 
our cells' interpretation of 
different environmental 

This semi-memoir is less 
scientifically inclined than that 
quotation might suggest — but, 
having established this “Page 32” 
conceit, we’re going to stick with 
it. Oehry’s book is an account of 
the year she spent in search of 
prana, a Sanskrit word that means, 
roughly, “life force.” Inspired one 
night by the rare lunar event of the 
book's title, the author embarked 
on a journey through Vermont 
that paralleled a spiritual journey 
of awakening. A good choice for 
readers who like their campfire 
stories flavored with a dash of 
chakra. 



Blackberries 
and Cream 


Leslie Riwer, Green Writers Press, 202 
pages. $24.95 


"No matter how fancy 
a place is, if a person 
looked hard enough, 
the coming-apart 
pieces sure enough 
showed up." 


Though now a Vermonter, author 
Riwer grew up in Alabama, 
where she apparently acquired 
an ear for the folksy language that 
permeates her first novel. Set in 
the segregated South during the 
1960s, Blackberries and Cream 
uses the metaphor of the title, 
among others, to explore the 
historical and emotional realities 
of American race relations in a 
story designed for children and 
young teens. 

Contact: ethan@sevendaysvt.com 
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BANDWAGON PODCAST FOLLOWS 
BERNIE SANDERS' FANS 


A public radio producer and recent 
MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE grad Is 
devoting the entire Inaugural season 
of his new podcast series to following 
the presidential aspirations of Sen. 
BERNIE SANDERS (l-Vt.) — or. more 
accurately, to following people 
around the country who are "feeling 

Bandwagon, which bills itself 
as "a podcast about being a part of 
something larger than yourself," is 
the brainchild of Josh Swartz, who 
graduated Middlebury in January 
2015. %oe 23-year-old radio producer, 
who lives in Providence, R.I., and 
works for Public 
Radio Exchang; 


new episodes every four to si 


weeks. He expects to 
10 episodes online ar 
free download by the 
Tuesday primaries ar 


Hght to 
I available for 

held on March 


So far, Swartz has released two 
episodes. %oe first is a lighthearted 
seven-minute piece on the BERNIE 
SANDERS ALL-STAR KAZOO BAND 
which marched in Bristol's annual 
Fourth of July parade. 

Bandwagon's second episode 
tackles a more somber subject: the 
efforts of Tyson Manker, a former U.S. 
Marine Corps infantryman and Iraq 
War veteran. Manker 


☆iSeat 




Sanders' supporters 

he launched the series over the 
summer. In each episode, Swartz 
profiles a different Bernie backer, or 
group of backers, as they try to build 
momentum for Sanders' national 
grassroots campaign. 

"I'm a big podcast fan," explains 
Swartz in a phone interview, "and I 



Bandwagon 

while attending the Transom Story 
Workshop, an Intensive eight-week 
program in Woods Hole, Mass., 
that teaches public radio tools and 
techniques to aspiring producers. 

His initial idea for Bandwagon 
was to profile hardcore music fans, 
such as Deadheads and PHISH fans, 
who travel around following actual 
bands. However, when the political 
campaign season kicked off Swartz 
says he broadened the show's scope 
with the goal of delving into one 
topic per season. When Sanders 
formally announced his bid for the 
presidency in Burlington on May 26, 
Swartz saw it as the most relevant 
and timely topic with which to begin 

Swartz, who's funding the 
podcast with a successful $8,500 
Kickstarter campaign he conducted 
over the summer, plans to release 


In Springfield, III., to 
Des Moines, Iowa, to 
speak at a Sanders campaign rally. In 
the 16-minute Bandwagon interview, 
Manker explains how his combat 
experiences in Iraq left him severely 
traumatized and suicidal — and 
why he's thrown his weight behind 
Sanders. 

Following the release of the first 
two episodes. 
Bandwagon was 
highlighted in 
iTunes'"New and 
Noteworthy" 

|| podcast section, 

" which Swartz says 
attracted several 
thousand new 
subscribers. 

Bandwagon 
episodes will 
feature members 
of the Black Lives 
Matter movement 
and its relation to the Sanders 
campaign, as well as an examination 
of how the health care issue has 
attracted new supporters. Swartz 
says he's also considering an "anti- 
bandwagon episode" about people 
who vehemently oppose Sanders' 
bid. 

"%o e podcast doesn’t really 
depend on Bernie winning. I think 
the uncertainty of what will happen 
is one of the exciting parts of doing 
it," he adds. "Whether he gets the 
nomination or not, it'll be interesting 
to listen to these stories in that 
context in the future." 

KEN PICARD 

Contact: ken@sevendaysvt.com 
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i THE STRAIGHT DOPE byceciladams e 


Dear Cecil, 

Why is running with scissors considered so dan- 
gerous that moms everywhere chastise their 
kids for doing it? It seems to me like a pretty 
oblique way to hurt yourself. Shouldn't they be 
telling clumsy kids to tie their shoelaces and 
sheathe their machetes instead? Are there any 
actual reports of people falling on scissors? 

Tyler 


A 


managed to sustain a signifi- 
cant head injury while [insert 
name of activity]?" the answer 
is almost always yes. I'll refer 
you to a story from Mississippi 
earlier this year in which a guy 
was mowing his lawn when 
the mower blade launched a 
three-and-a-half-inch length of 
heavy-gauge fence wire straight 
up his nose and into his sinuses. 
He was fine, somehow, but I 
think you’ll find the takeaway 
from this week’s column to be: 
From a purely safe-side stand- 
point, most human behavior is 
probably best conducted while 
wearing protective eyewear, if 
not a full face mask. 

So, running with scissors: 
Sure, suitably cautionary real- 
life tales are out there. A quick 
search soon turns up the recent 
case of a scissors-wielding 
3-year-old Australian boy who 
tripped and fell while running. 


thereby introducing the blades 
into his frontal lobe via the 
left eye socket (He, too, pulled 
through OK.) 

One small latter-day Phineas 
Gage isn't much of a sample 
size, admittedly. We therefore 
turn to the data. The National 
Electronic Injury Surveillance 
System, a project of the U.S. 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, estimates con- 
sumer product-related injuries 
by sampling emergency visits 
to hospitals across the country; 
in other words, it won’t give 
us a comprehensive report of 
all such incidents, but rather a 
snapshot of what they look like 
as reported by NEISS-sampled 
hospitals and thus a decent idea 
of the rate at which they occur 
in the larger population. For 
2014, my assistant Fierra found 
678 NEISS injury records in 
which scissors factored some- 
how. Mind you, these include 
the gamut: stabbings with scis- 
sors, suicides with scissors — 
even, in theory, walking with 



scissors. Refining her search to 
cases where the injured party 
was rapidly on the move, Fierra 
found exactly three instances 
last year: 

• A 23-year-old man fell 
while running with scissors, 
lacerating his forearm. 

• A 2-year-old girl fell while 
running with scissors, lacerat- 
ing her face. 

• Running outdoors, a 
10-year-old boy fell on a pair of 
gardening scissors, injuring his 
elbow (This one’s an uneasy fit, 
I think; the gardener’s at least 
as culpable as the boy.) 

On average, between 2009 
and 2014, NEISS collected 3.6 
reports per year involving RWS 
injuries. Of these, 14 befell chil- 
dren under the age of 17; two of 
four incidents involving people 
17 and up had something to do 
with alcohol. Extrapolating, 
we can estimate the average 
number of RWS incidents in the 
U.S. over the past five years as 
131 annually. No fatalities were 
located. 


Broadening our inquiry, we 
find a clear pattern — no matter 
what activity the victim was en- 
gaged in (locomotor or other- 
wise, at high speed or low), the 
eye was definitely at particular 

• A study conducted at a hos- 
pital in Verona, Italy', found that 
scissors were the most common 
cause of eye injury —13 percent 
— for children under the age of 6. 

• In Turkey and Canada 
both, research suggests that 
scissors are responsible for 
around a 10th of all eye injuries. 

• Statistics from a hospital in 
Taiwan implicated scissors in 
nearly 14 percent of eye injuries. 

They seem to be doing a 
little better in Qatar, where 
five years’ worth of records 
from one hospital suggest that 
their national rate of pediat- 
ric eye injuries from scissors 
is only about 3 percent — tied 
for prevalence with palm 
trees. As I say, people will ably 
hurt themselves with what- 
ever’s at hand: Fierra also, 
for example, dug up a rather 
gruesome case study out of 
Japan about a 4-year-old boy 
who suffered a penetrating 
head injury (again, via the 


eye socket) after falling on a 
wooden chopstick. 

Maybe it’s just the season, 
but to my mind the question 
that logically follows from 
this one is, with respect to the 
classic film A Christmas Story: 
Can you really shoot your eye 
out with a BB gun, Red Rider 
or otherwise? Well, you can 
certainly shoot out somebody 
else’s. Way back in the early 
1990s, the CDC was reporting 
about 30,000 incidents a year 
of eye trauma by way of BB or 
pellet guns. Twenty years later, 
the technology’s evolved but 
the threat remains: Rates of 
eye injury from newly popular 
Airsoft guns (convincing-look- 
ing replicas that fire spherical 
plastic bullets) grew 500 per- 
cent from 2010 to 2012, accord- 
ing to a study from Stanford 
University School of Medicine; 
in 2012 alone, more than 3,000 
kids were treated in emergency 
rooms for eye injuries related to 
Airsoft guns. 

I haven’t been able to find 
anything on toy gun injuries 
that were accidentally self-in- 
flicted, as in the movie: It's safe 
to say that most of the danger 
comes from others. Well, happy 


INFO 

deliver the Straight Dope on any topic. Send questions to Cecil via 
straightdope.com or write him c/o Chicago Reader, 350 N. Orleans. 
Chicago 60654. 
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: HACKIE A VERMONT CABBIE'S REAR VIEW BY JERNIGAN PONTIAC : 


A Full Life 


D o you know where we’re going 
today? There’s so much going 
on, I’ve plumb lost track.” 

My customer didn't appear 
distressed in the least, just genuinely 
curious. We were sitting in my cab at the 
entrance to the nursing home where she 
lived. I reached across to help secure her 
seat belt before responding to her ques- 
tion. The woman’s name was Jane, but her 
son — who had set up this fare — told me 
that she was commonly called “Gramsy,” 
the name bestowed on her by her great- 
grandchildren. Great-grandchildren, wow! 

“Sure I know, Gramsy," I replied cheer- 
fully. “Your grandson Andy is getting married 
today in Montreal, and Tm driving you up 
and back to the wedding and the reception." 

“Oh, my goodness — isn’t that just 
wonderful ? I hope you know where you're 
going, because I have no idea.” 

Gramsy and I enjoyed a laugh together 
at the comedic mystery of life. She had to 
be close to 90, but she was relatively sturdy 
and fit Her hair had been done in a snazzy 
perm, courtesy of an early-morning visit 
from the hairdresser. Despite her forgetful- 
ness in the moment, she seemed quite with 
it, as they say. As one not entirely with it 
myself, I appreciated the quality. 

“So, Gramsy, did you grow up here in 
Vermont?" 

“No, I grew up on a dairy farm in 
Connecticut. I left to go to nursing school 
in New York City. The main building was 
on Columbus Circle." 

I said, “Holy cow, if you’ll pardon the 
pun. A country girl in the big city. Did you 
do OK?” 

“I did just fine,” she replied — and, gain- 
ing a sense of her big personality, I had no 

We chatted the whole way to Montreal. 
Her late husband, she recounted, was an 


early iteration of a business consultant who 
achieved fame as an author of several best- 
selling books. She would accompany him 
when he did seminars and talks, and she 
eventually wrote a book of her own called 
something like The View From the Other 
Side of the Bed (she couldn’t quite recall). 
Her book also sold well, and she appeared 
on some early TV and radio shows. All in 
all, this woman had created quite a life for 
herself in the pre-feminist era. 


SHE SEEMED QUITE WITH IT. 

We drove straight into downtown 
Montreal, where, despite having come of age 
in a big city myself, I felt overwhelmed. I’ve 
been countrified, it seems, by my decades in 
Vermont At one point, I spotted a large panel 
truck in front of us with video ads streaming 
on screens that covered both sides, plus the 
rear door! How is that even legal? I fretted, as 
I negotiated the chaotic, speedy traffic. 

I made it to the InterContinental Hotel 
and pulled up to the front. The short, jovial 
and helpful doorman was expecting us 
and hurried in to fetch Gramsy's daughter, 
Sharon. 

“Mom!" she called out, bending into the 
open door to give Gramsy a hug. Turning to 
me, she said, “Jernigan, right? You’ll be back 
at 3:15 to drive Gramsy to the ceremony?” 

“I sure will," I replied. “Your brother 
emailed me a minute-to-minute schedule 
of the day, so I’ll be there. Really, whatever 
you need, just let me know if there’s any 
changes.” 

In the few hours I had to kill while 
Gramsy and the wedding party got dressed 


and primped for the ceremony (One day I'd 
love to get primped, I mused), I found a side 
street up by McGill University and tucked 
myself in. Sure, I had all of Montreal to ex- 
plore, but, as I say, the countrified Jernigan 
just wanted to stay balanced and focused. 
A couple of sandwiches and a good book 
did the trick. (Plus, my rudimentary French 
was inadequate for deciphering the com- 
plex street signage, and I was too paranoid 
to take a chance on parking, wandering off 
and getting towed.) 

At the appointed time, I made it back 
to the hotel to retrieve Gramsy. She looked 
really great in her wedding duds. The cer- 
emony was taking place at Birks Chapel, 
an ancient, venerable edifice associated 
with McGill, which school, I was informed, 
both the bride and groom had attended. 
I dropped off the Great Matriarch at the 
chapel and returned an hour later for the 
drive back to the hotel and the reception. 

Now I had three hours before the trip 
back to Burlington. I decided to park in a 
public garage around the comer from the 
hotel and loiter in the fancy lobby. I entered 
the garage at street level (duh) and circled 
down nine levels, if you can imagine, to 
reach the non-reserved public parking 
spaces. Montrealers, I decided, are gophers 
by nature; the entire downtown seems to 
be interlaced with connective passages and 
underground layers. 

I set up camp on a huge couch situ- 
ated between two restaurants. Ostensibly, 
I was still within the confines of the 
InterContinental, but with all the high-end 
shops, perhaps it was an indoor mall? As 
I observed the flow of people before me, I 
kept thinking, Toto, I've a feeling we’re not 
in Kansas anymore. Burlington has cer- 
tainly grown more cosmopolitan over the 
decades, but even at its most fancy-dancy, 
it remains a hick town compared with La 
Belle Ville to our north. 

Most striking were the people: cultur- 
ally diverse and dressed to a version of 
the nines unseen in the Green Mountains. 


And when, pray tell, did men's clothes get 
so ultra-tight? Sitting there in my loosey- 
goosey brown corduroy pants, flannel shirt 
and black fleece vest, I felt like Gomer Pyle. 

At 8 p.m., I rendezvoused with Gramsy. 
She seemed a little perplexed, but none 
the worse for wear. I asked Gramsy if she’d 
had a good time, and she told me she had, 
though she had to be reminded what the 
party was for. 

As we motored back to Vermont on the 
dark highway, Gramsy graciously invited 
me to come visit her “any time at all." 

“I live in Philadelphia, you know," she 
clarified. 

“I didn't know that," I replied. My ex- 
perience with very elderly folks has taught 
me simply to go with the flow. Factual 
accuracy is close to meaningless in these 
interactions. 

“I could take you in my plane, but I had 
to give up flying a few years ago." 

"Really?” I said, highly intrigued. “You 
were a pilot?” 

"Yes, after the kids left, I learned how to 
fly, and we had our own plane. We flew all 
over the United States, and even to Europe. 

I crashed it twice before I called it quits. 
Once onto a reef in the Atlantic Ocean.” 

“Well, I'll be,” I said. “Just like Amelia 
Earhart.” It didn’t sound all that likely, but 
who knows? 

The next day, in a follow-up email with 
Gramsy’s son, I found out her story was 
all true, including the crashes. If I hadn’t 
already had it, I would have gained mad 
respect at that moment for Gramsy — 
farmer's daughter, nurse, author, pilot and 
great-grandmother. © 

All these stories are true, though names and 
locations may be altered to protect privacy. 5 
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The Ralston 

Snowblower 

Collective 

A short story 

BY ERIK ESCKILSEN 

R etired guy across the street, 

Buster McGrath, is a get- 
thmgs-done sort of guy. I know 
this because sometimes, when 
his garage door isopen, lean see in there. 

Tidy. Buster has his own air compressor. 

Guy who owns an air compressor gets 
things done. I’m not sure what, exactly, the corner of Allen.’ 

Buster gets done these days, but I know “Is that right?” 
he used to be a ferryboat captain. Bins. 

Man’s got a lot of bins in that garage. 

Always listen to a guy who keej 
his stuff in bins. 


Buster nodded. “One of my grandsons 
plays the piano.” 

“He any good?” 


Buster turned i 
and looked up the : 
ighbors,” he said. “In the big rental 


that should be. I had my eye on elected 
office. She wanted to have a baby. That 
was the other part of our breakup. 
Anyway, my more immediate goal in 
the other direction that conversation with Buster was to get 
out of it This goal took on urgency when 


“I've got a proposal for you.” 

“A proposal.” 

“How’d you like to save money, your 
back and the planet when the snow flies 
this season?” 

I crossed my arms as if to ponder the 
question. Deep down, I knew that, no 
matter how crazy Sullivan’s proposal 
might be, I’d accept it. I needed to get 
on Sullivan's good side. Anyone who 
wanted anything in Ralston Wood — or 
just “the Wood,” as our tree-dappled 
neighborhood was known — needed 
Sullivan's approval. 

The source of Sullivan’s power had 
never been crystal clear to me, but I 
assumed it originated with his father, 
Silas Waite, a former and famously anti- 
business Ralston mayor who oversaw a 
rezoning of the neighborhood to strictly 
residential use back in the 1960s. Silas 
Waite passed along some shadowy polit- 
ical clout to Sullivan, who started a firm 
specializing in environmentally friendly 
historic home restoration. 

As the head of my own small graphic 


spotted Sullivan coming down the design firm, I sensed a grudging respect 


If you 


Buster turned back to me. 
‘Africans. Not African Americans. 
Actual Africans.” 


e time Buster of- ^ 
fered me advice, I wasn’t in 
a position to take it. Part 
of me regrets that. Sure, 
some things would be no 1 
different if I'd paid heed. 

My dog would still be dea " 

But at least one guy — Sullivan Waite, 
two streets over on Poplar — would be in 
better place, mentally speaking. 
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say. Frankly — and 


||® 4B 5 1' 1 3,5. Buster had to have 
if l WZM known this — there 


nothing unusual 
about Africans living 
in Ralston. I sup- 


about it. But, as long as Burlington had 
been a destination for refugees — de- 
cades — people from far-flung places 


Here’s how it happened. Marie, had been settling across the bridge here 


x-wife, showed up < 


■ chilly 


l Ralston. While most New Americans 


November morning with a U-Haul and lived on the west side of the island, it’s 


her boyfriend, a Portuguese professor, 
to collect her last worldly possession 
— a piano — from the home we used to 
share. Buster must have seen me at the 
bottom of my porch steps, watching the 
van pull away, probably looking like I’d 
just been mugged. 


if New Americans were anything 
w here. Not even actual Africans. 

What Buster couldn’t have known 
is that I was planning to run for a 
it on the school board that March, so 
vasn’t inclined to speak too casually 
with neighbors about such sensitive 


“How you doing, Buster?” I said as he matters as immigration. School board 
crossed the street, something he almost would be my first move in a larger politi- 
never did. cal strategy that was partially to blame 

“No complaints,” he said and shook for my split with Marie. Partially. She 
my hand. He looked down Willow Street doubted that my intentions in running 


after the U-Haul. His tousled white hair 
and creased, radish-pink face gave the 
impression that he was perpetually lean- 
ing into a gale. “Was that a piano?" 

“It was,” I said. 

“Was it yours?” 

“Technically, no. But I played it once 


altruistic, that I really wanted 
to serve my community and not just 
become a larger fish in our small civic 
pond. I resented her doubt, as well as 
her lack of support in my quest to do 
something more with my life. 

Marie wanted me to do something 
more, too — we just disagreed on what 


sidewalk. “Well, the Africans may be ir 
for a shock,” I said, which seemed neu- 
tral enough there on the cusp of winter. 

“You can say that again," Buster said, 
laughing through his teeth in a vaguely 
sinister way. At the sight of Sullivan, he 
shook his head, huffed 
under his breath and 
crossed the street. 

I was glad to avoid 
having Buster, my possi- 
bly bigoted neighbor; and 
Sullivan, the left-leaning 
linchpin in my political 
career, in a confab at the 
bottom of my porch steps. 

And I understood that, by 
ignoring Buster’s subtle 
message — the retreat t< 
his immaculate garage, the 
shake of the head, the huff 
— I’d turned my back on 
one path and was about to 
face another. 

Sullivan was abreast 
of my house in a few my fate, 

confident strides, looking That’s how I became 

like he’d stepped onto Willow from the a one-third owner of a brand-new, 
pages of a high-end outerwear catalog, battery-powered electric snowblower. 
He wore a new-looking barn jacket The other members of the collective 
rimmed with fleece at the sleeves and included Sullivan and a married couple 
collar, pressed blue jeans and a pair of up the street, Caroline and Rachel. At 


. Even his simple brown toque bylaws: Transfer the blower to the m 


SULLIVAN 
LIKED TO 
BE IN 
CHARGE 
OF THINGS. 


from Sullivan — grudging because my 
enterprise laid no claim to being “green.” 
I suspected that some of Sullivan’s influ- 
ence also emanated from his omnipres- 
ence. The guy volunteered for nearly 
every community event of any size. He 
also founded the Ralston 
Farmers Market, inaugurated 
the Winter Carnival fund- 
raiser at Ralston Elementary 
and, every year, organized 
the Wood’s float entry in 
the improbable yet popular 
Magic Hat Mardi Gras parade 
in Burlington — always with 
some eco-friendly theme. 

Sullivan liked to be in 
charge of things, especially 
things with a liberal tinge. 
And people — especially 
Wood liberals — liked letting 
him be in charge. “Passive 
progressives,” I called them. 

“I'm intrigued,” I said, 
which, true or not, sealed 


with the scarlet-lettered Ralston Youth 
Hockey patch looked stylish. 

“Kelly,” he said, extending a hand. 
“Just the person I'm looking for.” 
“What’s up, Sullivan?” 


with a full battery charge. Make 
your intent to snowblow known to your 
comrades by posting a message to a page 
titled “Sustainable Snowblowing” on 
Sullivan’s blog, the Good Denizen. 



My only request was that people 
latch the gate after retrieving the 
blower from my backyard shed. My 
golden retriever, Dipsy, liked to run 
around back there, and I liked not 
having to worry about her taking off. I 
was afraid that, if she bolted, she’d run 
straight to Marie and her Portuguese 
lover boy. 

A fairly heavy snow fell on the day 
after Thanksgiving, but I'd neglected to 
reserve the rig, so I sat out the inaugural 
day of snowblowing. The next dump 
came on December 19. 1 remember the 
date because it was Marie’s birthday. 
After work that day, I stood for a long 
time in my kitchen, nursing a whiskey 
and staring out the window onto my 
two-car driveway, wondering if I should 


call or email Marie to wish her a happy 
birthday, or do nothing. 

At some point, after I'd nursed more 
than just that one whiskey, I noticed 
snowflakes passing across the beam of 
the streetlight at a rate that any local 
would know meant accumulation. I 
took out my phone and posted a reser- 
vation to Sullivan's blog for first thing 
in the morning. I knocked back one last 
drink and called it a night. 

going to save the planet by using an 
electric snowblower. I was, how- 
ever, expecting the machine to blow 
snow. The rig handled the plow bank 
easily enough, but when I started 
blowing a trough up the length of my 
driveway, it began to flag. I cleared the 


blades of snow cakes, but the rig still 
faltered. 

I removed the battery — about the 
size of a kid’s lunchbox — and carried 
it inside, where I plugged it into an 
outlet in my home office. I figured that, 
having used the snowblower for an 
hour, I needed about an hour's charge to 
restore it to full capacity. I could spare 
an hour before going to work, but that 
wouldn't leave time to finish the drive- 
way. So, while the battery was charging, 
I finished shoveling the old-fashioned 
way. Then I stuck the battery back in the 
snowblower and the snowblower in the 
shed, and went to work. 

My disappointment with the snow- 
blower's performance didn't occupy my 
thoughts for long. I had a busy morning 


packed with meetings. Plus, I’d decided 
to announce my candidacy for the school 

I walked to city hall and filled a peti- 
tion to run. Back at my desk, I wrote a 
press release, which I fired off to The 
Islander, Ralston’s free weekly; Vermont 
Public Radio; and, just for good measure, 
two media outlets across the bridge, the 
Burlington Free Press and Seven Days. I 
didn’t notify Sullivan directly, hoping 
that, when he heard the news, he might 
think positively of my not sucking up. 

I heard from him sooner than I ex- 
pected — but not about my candidacy. 
He texted me just as 1 was returning 
from lunch. 
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Snowblower Collective 

Sullivan was “miffed” — strong 
language for a neighborly exchange in 
the Wood — to have found the battery 
below a full charge when he retrieved 
the snowblower. 

I texted an apology back to him. But, 
unless I was mistaken, he shamed me 
in his next post on the Good Denizen 
blog anyway. He didn't mention me by 
name, but in an item titled “Good Words 
Trump Good Fences," he wrote the fol- 
lowing: “We know that we’re 

people of a common ilk — 
when our words, our prom- 
ises, are the chief currency 
in which we trade.” 

I try to be considerate — 

I really do — but I couldn't 
seem to avoid violating the 
snowblower collective’s 
code. Ignoring the fact 
that I could never clear my 
driveway on a single battery 
charge, Sullivan was quick 
to note any occasion when I 
returned the machine with 
less than a full charge. He 
started complaining that I 
never wiped the machine 
down after using it, some- 
thing to which we'd never 
agreed, since — I mean, 
come on — a contraption 
that plows through snow is 
bound to get wet. 

To be fair, I sometimes 
did forget to toe the line, 
such as a few days after 
Christmas, when I did a 
good deed for my neighbor 
Kate Patenaude. She’s a 
lawyer — divorced, with two 
teenage sons I’d never seen 
lift a finger around their 
property. So, after plowing 
some of my driveway that morning and 
letting the battery recharge, I cleared 
her plow bank that night. And who 
should drive by just then but Sullivan. 

I avoided making similar mistakes 
from that point on by not using the 
snowblower at all. Until one day when I 
really had no choice. 

This was toward the end of January. 
The whole northern part of the state 
was swatted by a briskly moving 
nor’easter. Nearly everyone was 
caught by surprise. I had to get to an 
important early meeting that morning, 
and there was no way to get out of my 
driveway in time without the snow- 
blower. But I hadn’t reserved it. Plus, I 
knew that I wouldn’t be able to charge 


THE DOG. 
HADSHf 
FAILED TO 
GREET ME 
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the battery in time for anyone else to 
use it that morning. 

So I did what I had to do: snagged 
the mower from Caroline and Rachel’s 
place, cleared my plow bank, and posted 
a notice to the Good Denizen blog indi- 
cating where the snowblower now was 
— in my shed — and offering a brief but 
sincere apology for any inconvenience 
this breach of protocol might cause. 
Then I went to work. 

I was feeling jittery after my meet- 
ing, and the cause wasn't just low blood 
sugar: I wanted desperately to know 
where I stood with Sullivan. 
This whole snowblower 
arrangement had come to 
seem like a cruel test to 
which he was subjecting me, 
a test of my loyalty to the 
Wood’s communal causes, 
over which he presided 
like a cross between Mister 
Rogers and Mao Zedong. 

By noon, I couldn’t con- 
centrate on my work any 
longer. I sent an intern to get 
me a sandwich and called 
up Sullivan's blog on my 
computer. 

The first image to appear 
on the screen killed my ap- 
petite: Sullivan, Caroline 
and Rachel manually shov- 
eling out the driveway at the 
corner of Willow and Allen. 
Assisting them were a few 
African kids — three boys 
and two girls between the 
approximate ages of 9 and 
16, the girls' brightly colored 
hijabs fringing heavy parkas, 
the boys' heaping shovels of 
snow the apparent cause of 
laughter. The caption read: 
“When the Mapendos' land- 
lord and property manager 
were too busy to help, some 
neighbors made the time. 
NOT PICTURED: A certain candidate 
for school board and his snowblower.” 

As if he were monitoring my pres- 
ence on his blog, Sullivan texted me: 
“Disappointed. I have the sb now." 

When I arrived home that night, 
feeling pretty down, I was further disap- 
pointed — and puzzled — not to be met 
at the front door by Dipsy. Never, in the 
12 years or so I’d had the dog, had she 
failed to greet me at the door, tail wag- 
ging, usually with a shoe in her mouth. 
But there she was lying on the living 
room floor, looking right at me, panting. 
I called for her, and, with considerable 
effort, she stood. After taking a couple of 
steps toward me, she lay down again. As 
I approached her, I caught a whiff of the 



unmistakable scent of vomit. Scanning 
the room, I found a slick pad of frothy 
saliva mixed with kibble splattered 
around a coffee-table leg. 

As I was helping Dipsy into my car 
a few moments later, I noticed the gate 
to the backyard was open. Apparently, 
when Sullivan had collected the snow- 
blower, the prick had forgotten to latch 
the gate: the one condition I'd placed on 
my membership in the snowblower col- 
lective. One simple request. A common 
courtesy — like something Sullivan 
himself might have written about on his 
officious blog. 

Somewhere between the gate and 
my car, I decided that this affront from 
the know-it-all Prince of the Passive 
Progressives wouldn’t go unaddressed. 
Someone had to take a coat of paint off 
that guy. For the greater good. 

About an hour later, a soft-spoken 
young veterinarian who looked vaguely 
like Marie’s younger sister was showing 
me Dipsy’s X-ray and breaking the bad 
news: liver cancer. A lot of it. An hour 
after that, after Dipsy had eaten her fill 
of the Ben & Jerry’s vanilla ice cream I’d 
run out to get her, the vet put my com- 
panion down. Yet another hour later, 
I was standing on Sullivan’s doorstep, 
ringing his bell. 

When he answered, I handed him a 
flyer with Dipsy’s picture on it below 
the words “Have you seen this dog?” 

Sullivan studied the flyer for a 
moment but didn’t seem to connect the 

“Dipsy's gone," I said. 

“What do you mean ‘gone’?” 

“You left the gate open. She got out.” 

“But.” Now Sullivan seemed 
perplexed. 

I paused to let him sort it all out. 

“I left the gate open?” he said. 

“Did you come to get the blower?” 

“Yes.” 

“Well, then.” I turned toward the 
street. “You mind if I put one of these on 
that telephone pole?” 

“What? Yes. I mean, no, I don’t mind. 
Kelly, wait.” 

I turned back to Sullivan. He looked 
on the verge of tears. “Has ... she ever 
run away before?” he said. I swear his 
lower lip quivered. 

“No," I said. “But then, I always keep 
the gate latched.” 

I began descending his front steps. 

“Kelly,” he said. 

I took a few steps before stopping 
and facing him again. 

“I’m so ... sorry,” he said. 

I shrugged. “Maybe she’ll come 
home. Not much I can do.” 

“I’ll tell everyone I know. I’ll—” 

"Thanks,” I said. “I’ve done nearly 


everything already. If you could just 
keep an eye out.” 

“I will,” Sullivan said as I headed 
home. “I’ll do that.” 

Sullivan called me a few times over the 
next couple days to see if Dipsy had re- 
turned. He sent email and text messages. 
More than a few. I tried not to overdo it 
with the grief, but I let him know that my 
house was a lonely place without that in- 
nocent, affectionate animal. The less grief 
I showed, the more guilt he seemed to 
suffer. He said he wanted to make it up to 
me somehow, but I assured him there was 
no way to replace a pet like Dipsy. I began 
to see Sullivan out at night, walking the 
sidewalks of the Wood with a headlamp 
and flashlight, as if looking for something 
he’d lost. 

Sullivan became my biggest cam- 
paign supporter. I heard he’d talked me 
up at Winter Carnival. Toward the end 
of February, he formally endorsed me 
on the Good Denizen blog. Come Town 
Meeting Day that March, I was elected 
to the school board. 

I ran for school board to make a dif- 
ference in my community. That’s not 
a lie. Truth be told, I also ran because, 
while I don’t consider myself a natural 
leader, I very much dislike being led by 
the kind of clowns who sometimes get 
involved in city government. So, the 
route I took to get elected doesn’t read 
like a civics textbook. Still, I stand by the 
work I’m doing — for liberals, sure, but 
also for conservatives, even though I’m 
not one of them. For families and kids 
and dogs and cats, even though I don’t 
have them. For Buster McGrath no less 
than for actual Africans. 

I’m not positive what my next move 
will be, politically or personally. I’ll 
probably get another dog. I miss Dipsy. 
I also miss Marie and the comforting 
notion that we were going to share this 
odd journey through time and space. I’m 
not complaining. I have it better than 
most. I have a mortgage I can afford in 
the nicest neighborhood in the city. 

I was at the hardware store the 
other day and noticed that electric lawn 
mowers are on sale. I’m thinking of 
buying one, seeing if I can get some other 
people on the block to chip in for it 

I’ll ask Sullivan first. I know he’ll be 
up for it. Sullivan Waite — now there’s a 
good neighbor. © 

INFO ■■■■■■■■■■ 

Burlington native Erik Esckilsen is the author 
of three novels for young readers and a 
frequent contnbutor to Seven Days and Kids 
VT. The Ralston Snowblower Collective' is 

city of Ralston. Erik also teaches rhetoric and 
digital storytelling at Champlain College. 
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Belinda Gets a Raise 

A short story 



O n the Middle Road, just 
around the curve below 
Harts’, a scene. Accident? 
Three State Police cruisers, 
one pulled onto the shoulder, the others 
in the center of the road, their blue lights 
dancing. Two county sheriffs’ cars, the 
deputy driving one climbing out of it, the 
deputy in the other on his radio. A dirty 
white van, angled, half on the blacktop, 
half on the shoulder. Trooper Snodgrass, 
the one nobody liked, was catching the 
traffic. Accident? No accident — a bust. 

I stopped beside the trooper. I rolled 
down the window. 

“Need any help?” I asked Snodgrass. 
At that time, I was Second Constable in 
Dumfane. For my sins. 

Snodgrass shook his head. “Give us 
a minute,” he said. “And stay where 

I took the truck out of gear. I waited. 
One of the sheriff’s cars backed around 
out of the way, and I could see the people 
from the van. A couple in their twen- 
ties, the man bare-chested, wearing a 
scrawny goatee beard and a black base- 
ball cap turned backward with printing 
in white on the front that I couldn’t 
make out; the young woman striking: 
tall, white top, bare shoulders, and sur- 
rounding her head a beautiful curly 
blaze of red hair. They were talking to 
the troopers. 

Snodgrass and I watched. From 
time to time he'd glance back up the 
road toward Harts'. Two or three more 
vehicles had come along and stopped 
behind us. 

“What is it, do you know?" I asked 
Snodgrass. 

“Give us a minute,” he said again. 
Now one of the troopers lifted the 
young man's baseball cap off his head, 
looked into it, turned it inside out, looked 
into it again, and laid it on the hood of 
the cruiser. He spoke to the young man. 
The young man raised his hands from 
his sides and put them on the top of his 
head, fingers laced. The first trooper 
spoke to him again. The young man 
shook his head. Then the second trooper 
took him by his shoulders and turned 
him toward the cruisers, while the first 
brought his arms back down with his 
hands together behind. They bent him 
slightly at the waist to lean against the 


cruiser and locked handcuffs on his 
wrists. The young woman watched this. 
She put her face in her hands. 

The troopers opened a rear door of 
the cruiser and helped the young man to 
get in. The two sheriff's deputies waited 
with the girl. She continued to cry into 
her hands. We watched her shoulders 
shaking. Nobody spoke to her, nobody 
laid a finger on her. I understood. They 
were waiting on the arrival of a female 
officer. None of the men wanted to touch 
the young woman, or none wanted to be 
seen to touch her. Not without a visible 
reason. Not with half a dozen taxpayers 
looking on. 

One of the troopers made to shut the 
young man in the back of the cruiser, 
but his partner said something, and he 
paused. The other trooper went to the 
front of the cruiser and picked up the 


young man’s baseball cap. He took it to 
the rear door and tossed it onto the lap 
of the handcuffed man. When he did, I 
got a look at the white lettering on the 
front of the black cap: 

FUCK COPS 


At the house, I found my mother in 
flames. She’d just sacked Belinda, who 
was sitting in the kitchen waiting to be 
paid off and driven home. 

“I don’t want to look at her,” Mother 
said. "I knew she was a little tart. I didn't 
know she was a little thief.” 

“Thief?” 

“You heard me,” Mother said. “She takes 
things. She took three silver coffee spoons.” 

“Nonsense,” I said. “You mislaid 


“I did nothing of the kind. And 
that wasn’t all. She took your father’s 
Colorado River book.” 

“Powell?” 

“It’s gone,” Mother said. 

“It’s gone because I took it myself," I 
said. “I borrowed it.” 

“You? What for?" 

“To read.” 

“Listen,” Mother said. “I know she's 
your little protegee—” 

“She’s not my protegee,” I said. 

“Isn’t she? What is she, then?” 

“She’s our neighbor. She has no 
money. She needs the job. She has a 
tough time. She has Sean to take care of. 
She's all by herself." 

“She has Sean to take care of because 
she got herself knocked up by that 
McCorkle thug.” 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


YOUNG WOMAN, 


“So what? None of that makes her a 
thief.” 

“Doesn’t it? There’s more, you know. 
I laid a trap. I laid a trap for your little 
friend. She fell right into it." 

“What trap?” 

“I got a fifty-dollar bill and left it out 
on the hall table. Now it's not there. 
What do you think of that?” 

“Not much,” I said. “For that, you 
fired her?” 

“For that, I fired her.” 

“Well, then, unfire 

“Don’t be silly,” 

Mother said. 

“I’m not silly,” I said. 

“You are. Who’s going to 
do for you?” 

“Find someone. There 
are all kinds of people.” 

No, there weren’t. 

Not by any means. 

Mother was famous. She 
wouldn’t have a hired 
man in the house, unless 
you count me. For house- 
keepers, she insisted on 
young women, then she 
abused, insulted and tor- 
mented them. Therefore, 

Mother’s housekeepers turned over like 
subalterns on the Somme. 

“You’ll find someone,” she said. 

“I already found someone," I said. “I 
found Belinda. I’ll talk to her. Maybe I 
can get her to stay. Maybe if you gave 

“Stay? A raise? What are you talking 
about? She didn't quit, remember?” 

“All right,” I said. 

“She didn’t quit. I canned the little 
tramp.” 

“All right,” I said. 

“Your little game?” Mother said. 
“Over.” 

“You think?” I asked her. 

“Over. Finished. Done with.” 

“You think?" 


NONEOFTHE 
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“Know whose rig that is?” I asked 
Belinda. 

“It might be Kevin's,” Belinda said. 
“Kevin who?” 

“Kevin I-don’t-know-his-last-name.” 
“Does he have a girlfriend with a 
bunch of red hair?” 

“Stephanie Collier,” said Belinda. 
“We were in school together. Poor 
Steph. Kevin's such a jerk. They must 
have run out of gas.” 

“No,” I said. “They were 
arrested. I went past it. The 
whole police academy was 
here. They had the cuffs on 
the guy. They had him in 
the back of a cruiser. They 
were waiting on transport 
for the girl.” 

“Poor Steph,” Belinda 
said. “No big surprise, 
though. That’s Kevin. 
Kevin can get you what- 

“Not today,” I said. 

“Mother said you took 
some money. She'd left it 
out, and you took it.” 

Belinda turned in her 
seat to look at me. She 
raised her eyebrows. “Are you asking me 
if I took it?” 

“I'm telling you what she said.” 

“OK,” Belinda said. "I saw the money. 
Fifty. I knew what your mom was doing. 
I brought it to her. I handed it to her. 
I told her she should be more care- 
ful. Not leave her money lying around. 
Somebody might take it. She got pissed 
off at me.” 

“She sure did,” I said. 

“Do you think I’m lying?” 
Belinda demanded. “Do you think 
I took it? You do, don’t you? Fuck 
you." 

“Take it easy” I said. “I know you 
didn’t I know my mother, don’t I? I 


I drove Belinda back to her place. 

“I don’t know what I’m going to do 
now,” Belinda said. “What do I do?” 

“Nothing,” I said. “I’ll talk to her. I'll 
fix it. It may take a little time.” 

“What do I do, in that time? What 
does Sean do?” 

“Don't worry,” I said. “I can help out. 
Whatever you need. You know that.” 

“I know," Belinda said. She patted my 
thigh. 

Below Harts’, the white van was still 
pulled onto the shoulder. Nobody was 
at the scene. The law was gone. The 
onlookers were gone. 


Belinda sighed. She leaned toward 
me and laid her hand on my cheek 
for a moment. “I’m sorry,” she said. 
“I’m sorry. I’m having a really bad 

But I thought of that beautiful, 
bright-haired young woman weeping 
beside the road in the jittering blue 
lights. 

“You’re not the only one," I said. © 
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APartyatthe 
Bottom of the World 

Essay: Remembering New Year's Eve at the South Pole 


N ew Year’s Eve is always a 
bright and shining celebra- 
tion, whether we’re talking 
neon in New York’s Times 
Square or a lap on cross-country skis 
beneath Antarctica's midnight sun. 
Actually, at the Amundsen-Scott South 
Pole Station — a collection of dormito- 
ries, laboratories, Quonset hut garages 
and massive telescopes hunched against 
drifting snow — the holiday is so relent- 
lessly glittery you’d have to watch a ball 
drop through a pair of tinted goggles. 
That is, if there were a ball. As 1 found 
out a few winters ago, there’s not. 

There is instead a two-mile-thick 
ice cap upon which even extremophile 


bacteria can’t survive and katabatic 
winds rushing over sastrugi wastelands. 
There are dozens of revving snowmo- 
biles and more mugs of hot chocolate 
than a child’s thirsty fantasy could 
absorb. There are 250 scientists and 
laborers from all across the globe, each 
in desperate need of a break from the 
never-ending workload that defines life 
in Antarctica. 

And, on that note, there’s one other 
thing: a crazy party. In the parlance of 
my high school days at Champlain Valley 
Union, we would call it “a ff iggin' rager." 

I secured my passage to the Great 
White South — the bottom of the world 
— as any self-respecting Vermonter 


would: I took a job shoveling snow. Boy 
jeezum, talk about never ending. It was a 
four-month stint with the U.S. Antarctic 
Program, and only 10 of us were hired 
for this minimum-wage honor from 
more than a thousand applicants. My 
uncle, a pragmatic Yankee with an achy 
lumbar spine, laughed when he heard of 
my post-college career choice, saying, 
"That’s what plows are for, aren't they?” 

To which I responded, “Nah, it’s what 
philosophy degrees are for, duh.” 

The endeavor was Sisyphean and then 
some: 60-hour weeks, physical exhaus- 
tion, a numbness of the toes that threat- 
ened to rise into my very brain cells. 
Nevertheless, I did find the occasional 



moment — mostly over meals of peas 
and sirloins in the galley — to pursue the 
intellectual topics that had drawn me to 
the Pole. My interest in Antarctica was 
environmental, sociological, anthropo- 
logical. What’s it like for humans to set 
up shop in the deadest place on Earth? 
How do the fierce elemental conditions 
permeate the community’s social life? 
What stories do the members of this 
strange experiment share? 

Antarctica is one huge exclamation 
mark, one huge superlative, anomalous 
in so many ways. According to the 53 sig- 
natory nations of the Antarctic Treaty, 
established in 1959, the continent is 
reserved for the peaceful conduct of 
scientific research — no standing armies, 
no resource extraction, no ownership. In 
light of this wonderfully utopian, small- 
world-after-all nongovernment, 1 found 
myself repeatedly asking tablemates 
the same question: “Would you please 
pass the coffee, and, by the way, now 
that we're living together, I’m curious 
to know what holidays your culture and 
mine both observe?” 

All agreed on the answer, whether 
offered by a Japanese dark-matter astro- 
physicist, a Swedish glaciologist-cum- 
surrealist poet or a Kiwi forklift operator 
with a staggeringly long and frosty beard: 
The world celebrates the countdown, the 
ticking clock, and big, fat drunken kiss. 
Gregorian calendar or not, the whole 
world celebrates New Year’s Eve. 

Sounds nice, right? But it gets tricky. 
Let's recall that the geographic South 
Pole is that spot on the globe where 
all lines of longitude converge — that 
pinprick in the frigid vastness that 
transcends the system of time zones 
superimposed on the physical reality of 
our planet. 

Further complicating the search 
for an exact instant we might agree to 
label “January 1” is the pesky reality of 
high austral summer: 24-hour sunlight. 
Without paying close attention to your 
watch, which you would have last set 



in New Zealand, you might find the so- 
called New Year slipping by unnoticed, 
just another blinding white hour in the 
middle of a night that looks like day. 

Polies are a resourceftil and deter- 
mined bunch, though, and mere meta- 
physical space-time confusion didn’t 
stand in the way of our much-anticipated 
party. I drank a beer with Gus, the 
dogsledding Alaskan carpenter, and a 
wee dram of Irish whiskey 
with Terry, the depraved but 
kindhearted electrician’s fore- 
man. Then it was another beer 
with an Indian engineer whose 
name I didn't catch, then back 
to Terry, then to Jonas, then to 
Tomo and Laura and a woman I 
nicknamed Ice Panda Princess. 

After this, I made the decision 
to nip the binge drinking in the bud and 
head out for a solo ski. 

Negative 30 degrees. A thousand 
miles of clean emptiness stretching in 
every direction. What better place to re- 
flect on a year passed and a new one just 
beginning? 

Well, it turned out that I didn't make 
it quite as far as I intended. Geared up 
and ready for solitude, for the ultimate 


blank slate and fresh start — “This year 
I resolve to up my compassion, boost my 
generosity and generally kick more ass!" 
— I skied over to the windowless tent sal- 
vaged from the Korean War that serves 
as the local dive bar and smoking lounge. 
Hoping to pat a few friends on the back, 
maybe knock down a quick shot of what- 
ever was handy, I entered the hovel’s 
cloudy, cancerous dimness. By 4 a.m., I 


was dancing shirtless in my Nordic boots. 

When I finally extracted myself from 
the wreckage of that Antarctic bash, 
there was the sun, huge and constant 
as ever. With its unflinching Cyclopean 
glare, it seemed to accuse me of debauch- 
ery. I went for a half-hour ski, pushing 
hard into the sparkling nothingness, 
breathing heavily against my balaclava, 
trying to sweat out my sins. Sure, I fell 


over more than once, and, yeah, the track 
I laid was hardly straight. But somehow 
my personal messiness failed to mar the 
purity and perfection and beauty of the 

For a few vivid minutes, I felt myself 
a part of the polar clarity, a nameless 
snowflake, sibling to the infinite, child of 
the ice. Was it the booze at work? I’d like 
to think it was the place itself — Terra 


Antarctica, a far more primal and power- 
ful substance to imbibe. 

This year I'll usher in the New Year 
from the Northern Hemisphere, from 
good ol’ Vermont, and, boy jeezum, 
there’s no place I’d rather be. But that’s 
not to say a part of me won’t linger — 
won’t always linger — in the frozen mem- 
ories of a once-in-a-lifetime bacchanal at 
the bottom of the world. 


So if you don’t see me at First Night, 
shivering my butt alongside the Dancing 
Dragon Parade and the face-painted chil- 
dren, you’ll know why. I’ll be skiing laps 
in the snowy fields of Addison County, 
a rising moon filling in for my dropping 
mirror ball and midnight sun. 

The idea isn’t to re-create a past expe- 
rience. It's to remember. To get out there 
in the wind, the same wind that rushes 
over the Pole and the entire world, the 
same wind that blows through all our 
years — past, present, future. To tip back 
a mini-bottle of something stiff. To salute 
the season and the cold. To recall that 
fleeting glimpse of limitless potential, 
of bright, shining openness, and keep 
on going forward, always forward into 
another lap. 

And in case you were wondering: No, 
a hangover in Antarctica is not any differ- 
ent from one in Burlington or Rutland or 
Montpelier. This, too, is universal. We’re 
in it together, friends. ® 
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Short Takes 
on a Long Life 

Book review: What's the Story? Reflections on a Life Grown Long, Sydney Lea 
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H Mf ou get no credit for living” 
is an adage you may have 
heard bandied about in 
I creative nonfiction classes. 
The tidy epigram encapsulates the lesson 
that writing some sentences about one’s 
life is not sufficient to produce literature. 
The full quote — attributed to British 
writer and critic V.S. Pritchett — states: 
“It’s all in the art; you get no credit for 

But how does one spin the straw of 
lived experiences into literary gold? 
Readers might find an instructive ex- 
ample in Sydney Lea’s newest book, 
What's the Story ? Short Takes on a Life 
Grown Long, published in November by 
Brattleboro's Green Writers Press. 

Lea is most widely recognized for 
his poetry: He served as Vermont’s poet 
laureate from 2011 to 2015 and is the 
author of 11 volumes of verse, with a 12th 
due out in early 2016. But he has also 
produced a short stack of prose books, 
including a novel, a collection of literary 
criticism and three prior collections of 
lyrical essays, the form that What’s the 
Story? exemplifies. Such essays marry 
qualities of poetry (use of figurative lan- 
guage, attention to rhythm and diction) 
to the sentence and paragraph struc- 

What's the Story? is distinguished 
from Lea’s earlier works by its brevity. 
The book contains 68 mini-essays, or 
“short takes," that clock in at about 1,000 
words each. Grounded in Lea’s septua- 
genarian vantage point, they explore the 
terrain the senior author has covered, 
imaginatively and actually. As he writes 
early in the book, “It’s as though I were 
looking on these people here, on my 
children, my children’s children, on my 
past — I’m looking from above ... I’ve 
risen over our group like smoke.” 

Almost all of these short takes previ- 
ously appeared in literary magazines. 
While each appears crafted to stand 
alone, collectively, the stories compose 
a quilt of prose that eloquently stitches 
together Lea's ongoing concerns about 
family, neighbors and friends, and his 



FROM WHAT'S THE STORY?: “PASSING THE ARTS AND 
CRAFTS FAIR - IN MEM. IRVING CHAMBERLIN (1929-2011)“ 








attachments to the more rustic reaches 
of the Northeast. They also express a 
grumpy kind of gratitude for life and its 
finalities. 

Many of these short takes contain 
baffling queries such as “What do I 
know of psychology? What does anyone 
know?” Lea's sentences often course 
back and forth — setting forth proposi- 
tions, then contradicting them, yet still 
progressing toward hard-won revela- 
tions. It’s as if, beyond stating the facts, 
the author sees truth in accounting for 
the mixed feelings that cling to each 
matter. 

Take the question of words — how 
many do we need to express our truths? 
In a short titled “Whatever I Might Say,” 
Lea speculates on the legacy of speech 
in his family. Remembering Creston 
MacArthur, a woodsman and his son’s 



and grandson's namesake, he chides him- 
self, “I should do more now than merely 
prattle with these good companions, just 
as I should have said more to Creston, 
gone almost forty years, and perhaps he 
to me. Or maybe not: deep in the woods, 
barred owls started to chatter that night. 
‘Likeagood pack of hounds,’ Creston said, 
and that woodsy locution seemed perfect, 
seemed pinpoint accurate. I smiled.” 

In the fourth section of a four-part 
short titled "County Home: An Iraqi 
Suite, 2004,” Lea recounts his visits to 
Joe, who lives in a group home with a 
“Pine Sol-and-urine-reeking hall." “Joe 
and I are friends by now, to call it friend- 
ship, and you always want, of course, 
to help a friend or any fellow human as 
much as you can — except you can’t,” he 
writes. “Or maybe you can but you don’t 
know how.” 

In addition to weaving their way 
among these “shoulds” and “shouldn'ts," 
“cans” and “can'ts,” Lea's words vault dis- 
tances of time and space. At the opening 
of “River, Stars, and Blessed Failure,” he 
writes, “It’s a joy to behold the moon as 
it breaches the mountain, though I feel 
even slighter than one of the beads of 
froth down there in the rapids, which are 



winking back at more stars than I’ve ever 
seen in New England.” 

Faced with this beauty, he makes a 
turn away from language that is nonethe- 
less beautifully articulated using it: “I’m 
banishing words for the moment, as if by 
strange instinct — not just my own words, 
but all. I find it more than peaceful out 
here to articulate nothing, to feel myself 
on the farthest edge of conscious thought” 


Throughout the book, Lea takes this 
route of certainty followed by backtrack- 
ing followed by new assertion — a path at 
once engaging and hypnotic, like a lake's 
lapping or a hunting dog’s looping scout 
and return. The reader often seems to be 
observing the author as he studies the 
paw prints his thought made as it went 
scampering through the underbrush of 
doubt, regret and love, propelled by its 
voracious appetite for beauty. 

This is not to say that Lea doesn't de- 
liver a satisfying conclusion to each short 
essay’s excursion — he does. But his 
sentences are gorgeous specimens, and 
readers may find themselves engrossed 
less by the urge to discover what the 
story is or was than by the need to savor 
its telling. 

Here’s another elegant gem from 
“Micah Weeping, 1983,” in which Lea 
reconsiders his judgment of a veteran 
crying in public on Memorial Day: 
“There was so much else in the world I 
could have imagined, but then again, no 
one had shot at me, I hadn’t seen anyone 
bleed to death, so I thought Micah just 
looked loopy in fatigues and a cap that 
seemed to be melting down his head, like 
snow from a roof.” 


At times, readers may wonder what 
occasioned the pieces in this collection. 
Did they begin as formal exercises to tie 
memories and ideas together in the span 
of a journal’s page? Taken together, they 
read like a year’s worth of secret weekly 
columns for an intimate newspaper, 
where Lea offers a select audience not 
only what he knows, but the larger sum 
of what he does not. 

"I still don't know how I’ll ever leave 
this place, or leave my children and their 
children, or the wife who’s stood by me 
no matter," he confides in “Camp by 
the River.” In the book's coda, he asks a 
kindred question: “Those children’s chil- 
dren: how could I ever have known how 
much I’d love them?” 

Fans of Lea’s work will no doubt hope 
he pursues such essential concerns, ad- 
dressing them with his deftly built sen- 
tences in perhaps yet another collection 
of possible answers to his self-imposed 
question: “What’s the story?” © 

INFO ^ ■ 

Whats the Story ? Short Takes on a Life Grown 
Long by Sydney Lea. Green Writers Press, 1 82 
pages. $19.95. 
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Agent X 

Five local authors recall how they 
found their literary representation 



BY MARGOT HARRISON 


I f you’re an aspiring author, 
you may have heard that 
it’s almost impossible 
to get trade published 
without having “insider 
connections.” Available 
evidence suggests other- 
wise. In an online survey 
of 257 published authors, 
posted this month on her 
blog, YA writer Megan 
Crewe found that “44.8% 
of the total respondents sold 
their first novel via an agent 
they had no prior contact with to 
an editor they had no prior contact 
with." In other words, they cold-queried — 

Sixty-eight percent of the authors Crewe surveyed 
had a literary agent — suggesting that making that 
particular connection is a vital step on the road to pub- 
lication. To find out how that happened, and happens, 
Seven Days surveyed five Vermont 
writers who represent a diversity 
of genres and career stages. While 
these writers weren’t regulars at 
Manhattan book launches, they did 
keep their eyes open for opportuni- 
ties to network with publishing pros. 

If you’re seeking an agent 
yourself, be sure to explore the 
wealth of information available 
online, including examples of recent 
successful query letters. (Standards 
and expectations change.) Plenty of 
agents have blogs, and they are not 
shy about telling the world what they 
like and don’t. (In particular, check 
out the acerbic, ever-helpful advice 
of Janet Reid.) 

Another tip the pros often offer: Don’t self-publish 
your book and then seek an agent to sell it to trade 
publishers. Yes, self-publication recently worked in 
spectacular fashion for John and Jennifer Churchman 
of Essex, whose book Sweet Pea ft Friends: The 
SheepOver sparked agent interest and then a publisher 
bidding war. But they had the world’s cutest sheep on 
their side — and a significant Facebook following. Most 
of us just have our words. 


I WAS NOT USED TO 
THINKING ABOUT 
THINGS LIKE PRICE 
POINTS, PAPERBACK 
VERSUS HARDCOVER, 


ALISON BECHDEL 


Alison Bechdel 


I didn’t have an agent for many years. 
When I started publishing in 1986, 
it was with a small feminist press 
that didn't offer advances. In those 
days, almost all gay books were 
published by small presses, 
and sold in gay and women's 
bookstores — a relatively 
tiny market. But 15 years 
later, the landscape was 
different. Gay books had 
started going mainstream, 
thanks to independent 
presses like the one that 
had been publishing my 
work — and, as a result, 
those independent presses 
'ere failing. It was time for me 
to go out into the big wide world, 
and that meant finding an agent. 

But by that point I’d published 
10 books already and was a known 
quantity, unlike many first-time writers 
seeking agents. Finding someone to 
represent me was a fairly straightfor- 
ward process. I wrote to several friends 
asking about their agents. 
One of them recommended 
her agent, and put in a word 
for me. Then I had a phone 
call with that agent. I felt 
pretty overwhelmed by 
that conversation — I was 
not used to thinking about 
things like price points, 
paperback versus hardcover, 
or how to get my books into 
chain stores. Chain stores at 
that point seemed to me like 
the devil incarnate. 

In fact — although this 
seems absurd to me now 
— I felt like the very act of 
getting an agent was a form 
of selling out. After my 
years of toiling in the subculture, I had 
a very outsider mindset. I didn’t make 
a decision about the agent until several 
months later, after going to the city 
and meeting with her in person. At the 
end of that meeting my head was still 
spinning, but she looked me in the eye 
and said she’d really like to work with 
me. And I was sold. 



Pat Esden 

Author of various published short stories 
2016). the first in a paranormal romance ^ 

My path to signing with an agent 
wasn't easy or quick. Right from 
the start, when I e-queried, entered 
online contests or pitched agents at 
conferences, I received requests to 
submit my material. Many agents asked 
to see future manuscripts. But no one 
offered to represent me. Seven years 
and five manuscripts into this process, 

I was beyond frustrated. Finally, an in- 
person pitch with an agent confirmed 
what I’d begun to suspect. Though my 
manuscripts were well written, they 
fell into an oversaturated corner of the 
market, making established agents with 
larger client lists hesitant to take me on. 

But I didn’t give up. I wrote another 
manuscript. Within a short time, I had 
that manuscript out with eight agents. 

It often takes up to six months for 
agents to respond to requested material, 
so I decided to enter an online contest, 
to approach several unfamiliar agents 
and keep my mind occupied. 

On the first day of the contest, I 
posted a 60-word pitch. Immediately, 

I received interest from an agent at a 
well-respected agency who was just 
starting to build her client list. The 
agent requested 50 pages. Two hours 
later, she asked for the full manuscript. 
Less than 24 hours later, she offered 
representation via email, a pretty amaz- 
ing experience after years of querying. 

Overall, what I learned from my 
experience is that, while prominent 
agents are excellent choices, don't rule 
out newer agents at good agencies. 

It’s not just writing skills and a superb 
manuscript that hook an agent. It also 
has to do with the market, the agent’s 
available time to nurture new writers, 
and what sort of manuscripts their cur- 
rent clients are working on. New agents 
can be a golden opportunity. 

My agent is Pooja Menon at 
Kimberley Cameron & Associates in the 
San Francisco area. 



Howard Frank Mosher 


About 20 years ago, after a long and 
renowned career, ray then literary agent 
was planning to retire. He had helped 
me launch ray writing career in the 
1970s, and he wasn’t going to be easy 
to replace. The better-known agents 
I was interested in seemed to want to 
steer me toward the kind of commercial 
fiction — thrillers, catchy contemporary 
issues — that I couldn’t have written 
even if I’d wanted to. 

Then I heard back from Dan 
Mandel, a brilliant young agent with 
a strong interest in literary 
fiction. From the start, 

Dan became my 
“first and best” 
editor, urging 



the heart 
of my Lewis 
and Clark 
novel, The 
True Account - 
which there is 
true word — and my baseball 
novel, Waiting for Teddy Williams. He 
wasn’t put off by my interest in magical 
realism but helped me see how, in that 
regard, less could be more. 

Book by book, Dan helped me 
continue to find and sustain my voice, 
to take the long view, and to match my 
stories with the right publishers. Every 
novelist I know has dozens of horror 
stories. Sometimes, in the writing life, 
there are also miracles. For me, signing 
on with Dan Mandel was a miracle. 


and Only World (2014) 

In 1972, after teaching high school 
English in the Northeast Kingdom for 
three years, I decided it was time for 
me to find out whether I had what it 
took to be a writer. So I drove west to 
enroll in the MFA in Fiction program 
at the University of California, Irvine. 
There, although I ended up spending 
as much time on the tennis court as at 
my desk, my short fiction impressed the 
program's director, Oakley Hall, enough 
for him to recommend me to his own 
agent at the time, Don Congdon, then 
with the Harold Matson Company. 

As it happened, both Oakley and 
Don were capable doubles players, 
and so it was on the tennis court — one 
while Don was out west visiting 
Oakley — that he offered to 
represent me. I was surprised 
- and reluctant. Don was 
a top-flight agent whose 
clients included William 
Manchester, Ray 
Bradbury and William 
Styron, but even so, I 
wasn’t sure 1 should 
accept, partly because 
Don told me he wanted 
me to write a novel. 

I told him I thought I 
vas learning more about 
crafting fiction by writing 
short stories. 

He said, “All right, then, 
just write three chapters and an 
outline, and I’ll see what I can do with 
that.” One of my workshop stories, 
about a teenager’s fumbling, first-time 
attempt at sex, seemed to lend itself to 
a longer treatment. That story became 
the second chapter. I wrote two more 
chapters and a 10-page outline and 
sent it to New York In a few months 
Don sold my first novel, Hard Feelings, 
to Atheneum. A year later he sold the 
movie rights to a Hollywood producer 
and the softcover rights to Bantam 
Book. I was off and running. 


Dayna Lorentz 

Author of the middle-grade series Dogs 
of the Drowned City and the young-adult 



My agent story is unusual. It begins 
where my wanting to be a writer began: 
my love of reading. Our wonderful local 
booksellers invite the likes of Norton 
Juster, Laurie Halse Anderson and Kate 
DiCamillo to read for small groups of 
excited fans. One time, I went to such 
an event at the Flying Pig Bookstore 
that featured middle-grade author 
Rebecca Stead. 

Before things got going, Rebecca 
was just standing there, and so I started 
talking to her. It turned out we had a 
ton in common outside of writing. I 
told her I had just gotten an offer on 
a manuscript but was still negotiating 
the contract, on my own, without 
representation. Rebecca 
generously offered 
to assist me in 
contacting her 
agent, who just 
happened to 
be at the top 
of my query 
list. 

On 

Rebecca’s 
invitation 
— and, let 
me be clear, 

Do not mention 
someone's name 
in a query without 
their offering first! — I 
sent her agent a version of 
my already highly polished query 
letter, added a mention of our conversa- 
tion, and included sample pages of my 
manuscript. Her agent is now also my 
agent. I am so grateful for Rebecca’s 
kindness in making that introduction, 
and feel so lucky to have my spectacular 
agent, Faye Bender, in my corner. 

There’s no getting around the basic 
work: You must revise until you have 
a killer manuscript, write a rockin’ 
query letter, and research a list of 
dream agents. But there’s also value in 
engaging with the writing community 
around you. Not only will it make 
the writing life less lonely, building 
professional relationships might open 
up unexpected opportunities. ® 


Contact: margot@sevendaysvt.com 


T ales of dragons and wizard 
duels weren’t always cool. 
While fantasy fiction has 
long had its niche audience, 
Vermont author Brian Staveley says that 
right now is “an exciting time to be writ- 
ing in the genre.” 

It’s easy to attribute that excitement 
to the recent success of YA series such as 
Throne of Glass and adult ones such as A 
Song of Ice and Fire (commonly referred 
to as A Game of Thrones after the first 
installment). But Staveley credits British 
author J.K. Rowling with opening the 
minds of pliant young readers to the 
genre. “I was born in the 70s. Nobody 
was reading fantasy,” Staveley says. “But 
now there’s this generation that grew up 
on Harry Potter. They’re more willing to 

The penchant for potions and magic- 
laced political struggles has paid off for 
the 39-year-old New Hampshire native. 
When Staveley began writing The 
Emperor’s Blades , the first installment of 
his successful Chronicle of the Unhewn 
Throne trilogy, he was teaching at a pri- 
vate school in Massachusetts, cramming 
his writing time into summer breaks. 
That schedule wasn't working for him, 
so in 2007 he packed up and set off on 
his own adventure through Thailand, 
China and other Southeast Asian coun- 
tries, writing along the way. 

The Emperor’s Blades was eventually 
picked up by Tor Books, a Macmillan im- 
print for science and fantasy fiction, and 
published in January 2014. The second 
installment, The Providence of Fire, fol- 
lowed one year later. Tor is set to release 
the final tome, The Last Mortal Bond, in 
March 2016. 

The series is set in the fictional 
Annurian Empire and centers on the 
struggle of royal siblings Kaden, Valyn 
and Adare as they attempt to avenge 
their father’s death and navigate the 
dangerous path to power. 

Now a full-time writer, Staveley lives 
in Marlboro with his wife, Johanna, and 
their 3-year-old son. Seven Days caught 
up with the author to learn more about 
his journey through the world of fantasy. 

SEVEN DAYS: What initially drew you 
to the epic fantasy genre? 

BRIAN STAVELEY: I read tons of 
fantasy as a kid. 1 grew up on Ursula 
K. Le Guin and [J.R.R.] Tolkien [The 
Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings], but I also 
always had this interest in science and 
history. I was a pretty voracious reader; 
in school I always had a paperback 
tucked in my bag. I’d be surreptitiously 
reading during class. 

I ended up teaching ancient world 
history, comparative religion and phi- 
losophy. I wasn’t writing fantasy at first, 




WHERE CHARACTERS ABE 


STRUGGLING WITH THEMSELVES 
AND THE PEOPLE WHO SH0ULH 
BECLOSESTTOTHEM. 


BRIAN STAVELEY 

but I thought fantasy does offer a portal 
to explore these concepts that are really 
exciting. It’s like a little laboratory where 
you can play with ideas about politics 
and religion, which was appealing to 
me. So it was both a childhood love of 
fantasy and this adult interest in all these 
other things coming together. 

SD: Do people ever place your work in 
the "grimdark fantasy' genre [a term 
often used to describe George R.R. 
Martin's work]? 

BS: There have been a lot of arguments 
over what is and isn’t [grimdark 
fantasy]. Somehow, anything that seems 
morally ambiguous gets thrown in 
there. I'm interested in exploring moral, 



political, psychological and religious 
ambiguity. I'm not interested in writing 
depressing work where everything 
gets smashed. And I shy away from 
[grimdark] a little bit because it doesn’t 
seem like there's a consensus about 
what it means. 

But you get the sense from my books 
that they don’t fit the mold of the “evil 
power" versus the “team of good." If you 
keep reading, you’ll see that people like 
Kaden and Valyn don’t agree, and with 
some pretty harmful consequences. In 
any arena, the gray areas are the most 


interesting, the places where characters 
are struggling with themselves and the 
people who should be closest to them. 

SD: When you were creating the 
Annurian Empire, how did you come 
up with such diverse names for its 
people and places? 

BS: 1 made the map of the world, then 
subdivided it into linguistic regions 
and gave each of those a real-world 
analogue — [for example,] Catalan, 
Mongolian, Vietnamese and so on. 
Whenever I came up with a new 
character, I'd look at where they were 
from and find a name from that area of 
[our] world, but then change it a little 
bit. It's a way to avoid that problem of 
just making shit up. So that when you 
have characters from the same region, 
their names have affinity. It makes the 
world feel a little more robust, even if 
it's just on a subconscious level. 

SD: The Emperor's Blades was nomi- 
nated for a Goodreads Choice Award 
in the fantasy and debut author cat- 
egories. Even without winning, those 
nominations are awesome. Can you 
tell me about other accolades you’ve 
received? 

BS: The Emperor’s Blades won the 2015 
David Gemmell Morningstar Award 
and the reddit Stabby [Award] for best 
debut novel in 2014. People give you a 
lot of weaponry when you win fantasy 
awards. I was given a dagger for the 
Stabby, and a statue of a badass shirtless 
dude for the David Gemmell award. 
We’ve got it perched between the liquor 
bottles on our cabinet. 

SD: So what's next? 

BS: A month ago I signed another deal 
with Tor to write four more books. The 
next one is due in June. I’m planning to 
write a number of stand-alone novels in 
the same world, focusing on a number 
of characters [from Chronicle of the 
Unhewn Throne] that readers have 
come to like. But their stories will be 
self-contained and provide entry into 
the world even for readers who aren’t 
familiar with the original trilogy. 

SD: Would you ever write outside the 
Annurian Empire? 

BS: I would. But it’s a pretty vast place, 
and I could write a trilogy set a hundred 
years later or a hundred years earlier. 
There are still a lot of stories I’m excited 
to write in that world. © 

Contact: sadie@sevendaysvt.com 
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Fairest of Them All 

In Mark Pendergrast's new book, one " ai coffee company takes fair trade further 



H ow fair is fair trade? In a state 
where economic and environ- 
mental ethics inform a deep- 
rooted “craft food” culture, it’s 
sensible that consumers might wonder 
how much of their $20 spent on a pound 
of fair-trade coffee actually benefits the 
people who grew it. 

Tracing exactly where those fair- 
trade dollars go can be difficult. The 
brand is governed by many different or- 
ganizations that charge for, and control, 
certification. The middlemen — buyers 
and sellers — also take a cut And, in the 
coffee industry, the cost of marketing the 
fair-trade brand is often passed to coffee 
roasters. 

In his new book. Beyond Fair Trade: 
How One Small Coffee Company Helped 
Transform a Hillside Village in Thailand, 
Mark Pendergrast tackles the fair-trade 
topic by focusing on the newer “direct 
trade” model — an unofficial classifica- 
tion that takes the precepts of fair trade 
one step further. 

Direct trade isn't governed by any 
international organization; the grass- 
roots movement addresses perceived 
deficiencies of fair trade by cutting out 
the middlemen and the requirement to 
belong to a collective. With direct trade, 
roasters buy from growers, and profits 
go directly to farmers. 

Pendergrast is familiar 
with the world of caffein- 
ated drinks. His 2010 book 
Uncommon Grounds: The 
History of Coffee and 
How It Transformed Our 
World is now in its second 
edition. And his compre- 
hensive For God, Country and Coca- 
Cola: The Definitive History of the Great 
American Soft Drink and the Company 
That Makes It, now in its third edition, 
remains the authoritative book on the 
most American of all beverages. 


His new book has a smaller scope 
than those two volumes. Rather than 
promising a comprehensive analy- 
or expose of fair trade, 
approaches the issue 
through a single case study. 
While the company of the 
title, Doi Chaang Coffee, 
has no Vermont connec- 
tion (the beans aren't 
available locally), the book may 
i receptive audience in the state 
where Pendergrast has lived for more 


Beyond Fair Trade is both a profile 
of an unusual business and a work of 
cultural anthropology. Doi Chaang (the 
name means “Elephant Mountain”) was 


founded and is partly owned by people 
of the Akha hill tribe, an ethnic minor- 
ity with a long history of marginaliza- 
tion. As detailed in Beyond Fair Trade, 
every pound of beans that Doi Chaang 
sells represents another step toward 
economic self-sufficiency for the Akha 

Pendergrast's book does not argue 
that the fair-trade model of equal ex- 
change is corrupt or wrongheaded, 
only that it can be improved, and that 
Doi Chaang offers a model for that im- 
provement. “I think fair trade has been 
and continues to be very important, 
and I’m not trying to denigrate it,” he 
said. “However, it really sets a minimum 
wage, and ... you have to jump through a 


lot of hoops and pay a fair amount to get 
certified.” 

Pendergrast noted that Doi Chaang 
not only owns its own coffeehouses 
but roasts its own beans — “something 
that is quite unusual ‘at origin,’” he 
said. “I’d like that to be a model that 
more people are doing.” The author 
linked this “single-origin” coffee to 
the notion of terroir that has become 
central to eat-local movements. 
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Milo 

AGE/SEX: 7-year-old neutered male 

REASON HERE: My previous owner developed allergies. 

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS: Milo is on a weight-loss plan. 

SUMMARY: Do you have a lot of room in your heart for a whole lottacat? Well, then, meet 
Milo! While Milo's one of our largest feline friends here atHSCC, his personality isjustasbig! 
In the past M ilo had the opportunity to frolic and explore the great outdoors, which he would 
still love to do in his new forever home! While he's not adventuring in the grass, Milo would 
love some snuggles and pets with his human friends. Ifyou're looking for a social, outgoing 
and sweet hunk of love, come on by and meet Milo today! 

CATS/DOGS/KIDS: Milo tolerated a cat in his previous home and does pretty well with 


Visit me at HSCC, 142 Kindness Court, South Burlington, 
Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 6 p.m., or Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 862-0135 for more info. 


3EVS 


24/7 ER/SPECIALTY CARE 



SEVEN DAYS 





SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


housing » 

APARTMENTS. 
CONDOS & HOMES 

on the road » 

CARS, TRUCKS, 
MOTORCYCLES 

pro services » 

CHILDCARE. HEALTH/ 
WELLNESS, PAINTING 

buy this stuff » 

APPLIANCES, KID STUFF, 
ELECTRONICS, FURNITURE 

music & art» 

INSTRUCTION, CASTING, 
INSTRUMENTS FOR SALE 

jobs » 

NO SCAMS, ALL LOCAL. 
POSTINGS DAILY 


NEW STUFF ONLINE EVERY DAY! PLACE YOUR ADS 24-7 AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM. 








homeworks 


BROWSE THIS WEEK'S OPEN HOUSES: 
sevendaysvt.com/open-houses 







Cape is fi led with light Thre 

see 1 $435,000 



2-unlt with 7.2% cap rate. Separate 























SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS » 


Show and tell. 

I View and post up to 
' 6 photos per ad online. 


Open 24/7/365. 

I Post & browse ads 


Extra! Extra! 

I ' era's no limit to 
' ad length online. 


MISCELLflWEOUS 

Starting at $19.99/ 
mo. (for 12 mos.J. Save! 
Regular price S34.99. 

now! 888-992-1957. 


Your No. 1 trusted 

52 pills for only $99. 

delivery. 877-621-7013. 

WANT TO BUY 

2001 HONDA CIVIC LXI 


ANTIQUES 




BEGINNER GUITAR 


GUITAR INSTRUCTION 



the Milton Town Office. 
Chittenden County 










allowed under 10 V.S.A. 
Section 6085(c)(5). 


Sec 7. No-Parking 


(1) - (525) As Written. 
(526H0n the north and 


p) - (14) As Written. 
p5) (On the east side Df 

(40) feet south of the 

-.-.o :: i nl' 


p6)-(20) As Written. 


December. 2015. 




ACT 250 NOTICE 
MINOR APPLICATION 
I4C0550-20B 
10 V.S.A. §§6001 






Advantage LLC. attn: 
Randy Gauiin. 480 

Wllllston. VT 05495 Hied 
application #4C0550- 






Adopted 11/18/2015; 






802-879-5658 


Adopted 12/16/2015: 






CITY OF BURLINGTON 
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 


CITY OF BURLINGTON 
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 




crossword 


TA-DA! 

ANSWERS ON P. C-7 » 


is gymnast 
Mary Lou 
133 Light hits 
57 Put in words 92Firmaor 134 Playwright 


35 Letters after 







i§ Ton F0R SALE BY ° wner 

j.S4-5bM) l J L -/ _/ List your property here for 2 weeks for only $45! Contact Ashley, 864-5684, fsbo@sevendaysvt.ci 

WATERFRONT FLORIDA RUSTIC RETREAT Land in Peacham 


List your property here for 
2 weeks for only $45! 
Contact Ashley, 864-5684, 
fsbo@sevendaysvt.com. 







ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTMYJOB 
PRINT DEADLINE: NOON ON MONDAYS (INCLUDING HOLIDAYS) 

FOR RATES & INFO: MICHELLE BROWN, 802-865-1020 X21, 

MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


YOUR TRUSTED LOCAL SOURCE. SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS 


43b MANSFIELD HALL 

■HR Realizing Possibilities — 

Mansfield Hall is an innovative residential college support 
program for students with diverse learning needs. 

SPECIAL EDUCATOR 

We are seeking a dynamic Special Education professional to 
serve as our Academic Case Manager. This position requires 
excellent teaching, organization, planning, and written and 
oral communication skills. The ability to multitask and 
collaborate with our academic partners in the collegiate 
community is important. Having a commitment to the 
success of all students and ability to understand and teach to 
various learning styles is required. Masters degree in special 
education or a related field preferred. Applicant information 
is available at mansfieldhall.org/employment. 


Visiting Nurse Association & Hospice 


Our family caring for your family since 1946 

Home Health Aides 

(LNA and PCA) 


The VNA and Hospice of the Southwest Region, including 
the Rutland Area VNA and Hospice, the Bennington 
Area VNA and Hospice, and the Dorset Area VNA and 
Hospice, is looking for home health aides to work 
overnights (weekday and weekend) out of our Rutland and 
Bennington offices. In this position, you will be working 
regularly scheduled 10 p.m.-6 a.m. shifts. 


Ask us about 01 


tefit package. 


Merchandiser Needed for 
Very Busy Beer and Wine Wholesaler 

In dudes mileage reimbursement and full benefit package Must have c 
reliable transportation and a dean driving record. Duties in dude but a 
not limited to: liftrng 40-plus pounds on a regular basis, putting produ 
Tdves, building displays, and keepmg produd dean, 
resume to tgaren@bakerdistributingcom. No phone calls, pleas; 


. Spring Lake Ranch 

1 Thcrapeu tic Community 

Registered Nurse 

CuttingsviUe 

Spring Lake Ranch Therapeutic Community, a uniquely 
relational therapeutic farm on 650 beautiful acres, supports 
and empowers people with mental health and addiction 
challenges to grow, thrive and gain independence. Nursing 
assessments, assisting psychiatrist, pharmacy liaison, staff 
training, on-call support, scheduling appointments and 
medication administration. Vermont RN license required. 
Previous experience in mental health and/or substance abuse 
recovery and ability to collaborate closely with other staff are 
essential. Full-time with benefits: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mondays 
through Fridays. Resume to tom@springlakeranch.org. 


NORTHWESTERN 

COUNSELING 

■ ....... 

CIS EARLY INTERVENTION 
TEAM LEADER 


Teachers 

lo join our growing 


J©L 


BOtrHDS^jf 


kittred ge 


Delivery Driver/ 
Equipment Installer 


Immediate opening 
for a Delivery Driver/ 
Equipment Installer. 
Please review job 
requirements and 
download an application 
and submit with 
resume from: 
kittredgeequipment.com 
Careers > Williston, VT 






FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ©SEVENDAYSJOBS. SUBSCRIBE TO RSS, 
OR CHECK POSTINGS ON YOUR PHONE AT M-SEVENDAYSVT.COM 


NEW JOBS POSTED DAILY! 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 


©jobs C-9 


OFFICE CLEANERS 

Part-time work available 
for cleaning offices in 
Waitsfield. Must be able 
to work independently. 

Up to four nights a week 
(maximum 17 hours). 

Call 879-6764 for 
more information. 


Executive 

Assistant 

A dynamic Executive 
Assistant needed to serve as 
the right hand of president 
of the Vermont Land Trust, 
a national leader in land 
conservation The ideal 
candidate is meticulously 
organized, juggles multiple 
priorities with ease and a 
high degree of accuracy, has 
excellent communication 
and interpersonal skills, 
is proactive, and exhibits 
a high level of personal 
responsibility and 
accountability. 

Visit vlt.org/employment 

for details and 
application information 
Open until filled. 


--ms 


Finance 

Director 


Seeking experienced 
financial manager 
to join strong, cohe- 
sive school staff at 
Orchard Valley 
Waldorf School's 55- 
acre East Montpelier 
campus. 


See www.ovws.org for 

e X job description. 
orJjJi 802-456-7400 
‘.‘ T iJL r " E. Montpelier, VT 


^WfikeRobin 

Back to school, looking for a change? 

Wait Staff 

Full- and Part-Time Openings 
Wake Robin, Vermont's premier continuing care retirement 
community, is adding members to our team of Dining Room Wait 
Staff. Wait Staff help to create a fine dining experience for our 
residents in a restaurant-style environment that rivals most area 
restaurants. This is a perfect opportunity for students with the time 
and drive to begin their working experience, or for professionals who 
wish supplement their current career endeavors. 

Experience as a server is preferred but not required. We will train 
applicants who demonstrate strong customer service skills and a 
desire to work with an active population of seniors. 

The Wake Robin dining room does not serve alcohol and is the perfect 
environment for aspiring food servers who are not yet 1 8. 

Wake Robin offers a flexible schedule to match your goals. If 
interested, please email hr@wakerobin.com or fax your resume 
with cover letter to HR, 264-5146. 

fc- - 


Visiting Nurse Association & Hospice 


ur family caring for your family 


HOME CARE AIDES - IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
ALL SHIFTS: DAYS/EVENINGS/WEEKENDS 


Work for One of the Top-Performing Home Health 
Agencies in the U.S. 


The VNA and Hospice of the Southwest Region, consisting of 
the Bennington, Dorset and Rutland Area VNAs and Hospice, 
is looking for Home Care Aides (Licensed Nursing Assistants 
and Personal Care Attendants) to work throughout Rutland 
County and in select sections of Bennington County. As a 
member of our team, you will be part of a group of home 
health care professionals who deliver specialized one-on- 
one care to patients in their homes. 


ml opportunity employer FOE. 


^ Bennington Area ^ 




Shared Living Provider 


Support an individual with a developmental or intellectual disability 
in your home or in their home. A generous stipend, paid time off 
(respite), and comprehensive training and supports are available 
for providing residential support to an individual. We are currently 
offering variety of exciting opportunities. 


For more information contact Jennifer Wolcott, 
jwolcott@ccs-vt.org or 655-0511, ext. 118. 


Champlain Community Services 
512 Troy Ave. Suite 1 
Colchester, VT 05446 


r S 


CAREGIVERS NEEDED 


The Residence at Shelburne Bay, a premier Level 
III hospitality-oriented senior living community in 
Shelburne, is accepting applications for Caregivers for 
the following positions: 

■ Overnights 

• Evenings 

• Days 

A Caregiver's role is vital to the quality of our residents' 
daily lives. You will make a difference in their live as 
well as your own, including a sense of accomplishment 
and satisfaction in helping others. 

Applicants must have good verbal and written 
communications skills and be nurturing, caring and 
reliable. Must be comfortable with computers. Previous 
caregiving experience preferred; however, we are 
willing to train applicants with strong qualifications 
and the willingness to learn. Candidates are also 
eligible to apply for a promotion to medication 
technician after 90 days of exemplary performance. 
Background checks required. 

We offer competitive salaries and benefits for full-time 
positions including health, dental, vision, paid time off 
and a comfortable and peaceful working environment 
where our residents are nurtured and allowed to age 
with grace and dignity. 


Send reply with your resume or stop by and pick up 
an application at: ^ ^ m 

The Residence at Shelburne Bay TC.RESIDENCE 

1 85 Pine Haven Shores Road ' fSay. 

Shelburne, VT 05482 ' 
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Chittenden East 

Sensory Union 

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS 

Full and part-time, substitute and trip drivers needed. 
Experience preferred. CDL required; will train. Excellent 
benefits, positive working conditions. 

Please apply online at schoolspring.com or call 434-2128 for an 
application. 

Application must include letter of interest, resume and 
references. Hard copies of three letters of reference required for 
verification at interview level. 

Visit oi 


Access Coordinator/ 
HUB & Adult Clinicians 

HUB Clinician: Master's- or bachelor's-level clinician position 
working with adults as a part of our HUB & Spoke medication- 
assisted therapy (MAT) program. This position will focus on access 
to care and provide a bridge from the MAT program to referrals 
to the treatment service options. Work will involve assessments, 
group and individual therapy, case management as well as 
coordination with the Department of Corrections. Previous 
experience working with people in recovery from addictions is 
preferable. A LADC is preferred. Working hours roughly 6 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Substance Abuse Treatment Clinician: Master's- or bachelor's- 
level clinical positions (LADC preferred) providing outpatient 
counseling to adults, adolescents and families dealing with 
substance abuse-related issues.Treatment modalities may be 
provided using group, individual or couples counseling and 
may include some work in our Intensive Out-Patient Treatment 
Program. 

Individuals who are interested in being part of a dynamic team 
are encouraged to apply. Flexibility, dependability, strong 
communication, organizational skills and the ability to be a team 
player are essential. We offer a flexible benefit package which can 
be taken as a cash benefit, 403b retirement match and generous 
time-off policy. If interested, please send resume and letter of 
interest to: 

Rachel Yeager, HR Coordinator, 

Clara Martin Center 
P.O. Box G 

Randolph, VT 05060 
or to: ryeager@claramartin.org 


New, local, scam-free 
jobs posted 

every day! sevendaysvtco 




Spring Lake Ranch 

1 Therapeutic Community 


Human Resources Director 

Cuttingsville 

Spring Lake Ranch Therapeutic Community, a uniquely 
relational therapeutic farm on 650 beautiful acres, supports a 
empowers people with mental health and addiction challengi 
to grow, thrive and gain independence. The Human Resource 
ely with a variety of other staff to 


ids of Spring Lake Rai 
ntation, training, employee 
ascriptions, benefit administration. 


fulfill the human resot 
performance evaluatic 
mentorship, committe 

employee assistance program, risk management, employ 
law and licensing compliance. Bachelor’s degree and mir 
of two years human resources experience required. Exp< 
in nonprofit and/or social service HR is preferred. Full ti 
with benefits; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Mondays-Fridays. Resume tc 
springlakeranch.org. 


Vermont Psychiatric 
Care Hospital 


REGISTERED NURSE 

Exciting Opportunities for Experienced Nurses 

Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital, a 25-bed state-of-the-art, 
progressive facility providing excellent care in a recovery-oriented, 
safe, respectful environment, has immediate openings for 
Registered Nurses on all shifts. 

Offering starting pay based on experience. Psychiatric Nurse 
II annual salary range: $52,839-82,524. Also offering new 
sign-on, retention bonuses and educational opportunities. 
Tuition reimbursement and loan repayment assistance may be 
available for eligible applicants. 

Whether you are a nurse seeking a career path or looking for a 
change, you can make a difference in the changing landscape of 
mental health care there's a rewarding opportunity at VPCH. 
Apply online at careers.vermont.gov. 

Psychiatric Nurse II - Reference Job Opening ID# 61 761 1 
For more information, please contact Kathy Bushey at 802-505-0501 
or kathleen.bushey@vermont.gov. 


To apply, you must use the online job application at careers.vermont.gov. 
For questions related to your application, please contact the Department 
of Human Resources, Recruitment Services, at 855-828-6700 (voice) 
or 800-253-0191 (TTY/Relay Service). The State of Vermont is an equal 
opportunity employer and offers an excellent total compensation package. 


sevendaysvtcom/classifieds 


BUSINESS PROCESS 
ANALYST 

The T&rmont Judiciary 
seeks IT pro to embark on a 
multi-year software project. 
Top notch business process 
redesign and client facilitation 
skills required. Prefer lean, 
change management, process 
modeling and rules engines 
experience Position offers 
salary over $50K, overtime 
eligibility and excellent 
benefits Open until filled 


If in 


■ested pi 
iontjudiciary.org. 


1L OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER. 


™state/vermont 


VEXAN 


QC DOCUMENT 
ADMINISTRATOR 

Velan Valve Corp seeks 
entry-level candidate for QC 
Document Administrator to 
work in conjunction with our 
QA/QC team. Document 
Administrators create QC 
documentation packages and 
provide customer support 
in conjunction with those 
packages, as well as schedule 
and provide support for 
customer-initiated inspections. 
Candidate must be proficient 
with Word, Excel and Oracle, 
have strong communication 
skills, and be able to work in a 
team environment. Experience 
desired but not mandatory. 

Please submit resume with 
salary expectations to 
william.pearsall@velan.com 








FOLLOW US ON TWITTER ©SEVENDAYSJOBS. SUBSCRIBETO RSS. N I C\ A/ IPlDC DflCTCH H A I I VI 
ORCHECKPOSTINGSONYOURPHONEATM.SEVENDAYSVT.COM InLLVV JUDO rUj I C.U DAILY ! 


(J) jobs C-ll 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 12 23.15-12.3015 


Resident 
Support Staff 

Soteria Vermont is an 
alternative to hospitalization 
for individuals experiencing 
an initial episode of psychosis 
who wish to minimize their 
exposure to medications. 
The residence is located 
in Burlington and has the 
capacity to serve up to five 
individuals at a given time. 

The Resident Support Staff 
is focused on essential 
house functions and using 
a non-directive and non- 
judgmental approach to 
being with residents. 

For more information, 
and to apply, please visit 
pathwaysvermont.org/jobs. 
html 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

POSITION 

Alternative health care 
practice with locations in 
Northeast Kingdom and 
Montpelier area seeks 
committed member to join 
our team. Computer, 
office and communication 
skills required. Attention 
to detail, ability to 
multitask and assist 
patients in a professional 
manner is critical. Training 
in the Hardwick area, 

15 to 20 hours per week. 
Employment primarily in 
Montpelier area, 20 to 30 
hours per week possible as 
a permanent position. 
Send resume, anticipated 
salary range and 
cover letter to 
nelchealth@yahoo.com. 


PAYDATA 

WORKFORCE SOLUTIONS 

PayData Workforce Solutions, Inc. Is looking for an additional team 
member to join our Client Service Department as a 

Payroll Processor/Client 
Service Representative. 

Our Client Service Representatives work closely with our 
clients to produce accurate payrolls utilizing various import 
methods including data entry, Excel worksheets and time clock 
imports. The ability to perform multiple tasks efficiently and 
manage ongoing projects is necessary. Attention to detail is a 
must. Candidates must have prior payroll experience as well as 
customer service experience and possess strong communication 
and organizational skills. Candidates should also have proven 
troubleshooting skills and be able to adapt to new and changing 
technology. Our Client Service Representatives work in a team 
environment and cubicle office setting. Experience handling a 
large volume of telephone calls, as well as having strong number 
skills or prior payroll experience, is required; working knowledge 
of the Evolution payroll software is desirable. Experience with 
Windows including Word, Excel and Outlook is required as well as 
strong keyboarding skills. 

Apply online at 

paydatapayroll.companycareersite.com/joblist.aspx. 


t 


FLYM1CEMTER 


If 


The Flynn Center for the Performing Arts seeks applicants 
for a part-time School Programs Coordinator to join our 
Education team and be a part of northern New England's 
premier performing arts center. 

SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
COORDINATOR 

The School Programs Coordinator is responsible for arranging 
workshop and conference logistics with teachers and teaching 
artists, collecting, entering, and reporting on related data, 
grant tracking, assisting with the marketing and promotion 
of school programs, and providing support around our lead 
teachers and visiting artists in schools. The ideal candidate 
will have very strong organizational skills, the ability to work 
independently, grace in problem solving, and knowledge of 
schools and performing arts education. 

For a detailed job description and more information, 
visit our website at 

flynncenter.org/about-us/employment-and- 

internship-opportunities.html. 

Please submit application materials by January 8, 2016 to 
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts 
Human Resources Department 
153 Main Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 
or email hresources@flynncenter.org. 

No phone calls, please. EOE. 


Developmental Services 

Seeking, Shared Living Providers! 

Seeking Shared Living Provider(s) 10 support a 25 -year-old man who 

This individual is looking for tactful provider(s) with strong boundaries, 
dear communication, and the ability to provide on-going supervision. 
Providers who can help maintain an active and healthy lifestyle 
are preferred. This would be an ideal opportunity for a peer-aged 
professional(s) or graduate student(s) with experience in the held of social 
work and/or counseling. Pets are very welcome! Compensation: $25,500 
tax-free annual stipend. 

Seeking female Shared Living Provider(s) to support an 18-year-old 
woman, and college student, who enjoys music, drawing and 
playing card games. Ibis individual is looking for a skilled and patient 
provider who can provide support as she becomes an adult and continues 
to build independence. The right provider will have strong boundaries, 


id the a 

be able to provide on-going cat 
opportunity for a professional 1 
field of social work and/or coui 
annual stipend. 

All interested 


ervision. This would be a 
e student with experienct 


• meredith 


content licensing 
We create multi-platform content marketing solutions 
powered Meredith Corporation brands including EatingWell, 
Shape , Parents , allrecipes.com, Better Homes and Gardens 
and others. 

Director, Health and Wellness Content 
Licensing Sales 

Seeking experienced, results-oriented salesperson to join our 
content licensing team. Position is responsible for strategic 
prospecting, proposal development, contracting and ongoing 
client relationship management. Your clients will be insurance 
and pharmaceutical companies, corporate wellness providers, 
tech companies, and other entities looking for content 
solutions to power their health-focused adherence, patient 
support, and marketing and advocacy campaigns. 

Java/Play/Scala Developer 

Help build our content delivery software, meal planning 
products, hosted client solutions and micro service APIs. 

We use Java/Scala/Play/Spray; Nginx, Varnish, Jenkins 
integrations, Elastic Search, MySQL, Mongo, git. Competitive 
compensation, cool work environment and staff lunches from 
EatingWell test kitchen. 

Positions are located at EatingWell offices in Shelburne. 
Send resume and cover letter to: jobs@eatingwell.com. 
Go to eatingwell.com/jobs for more information. 
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creamery 



— » OPEN POSITIONS 



Vermont Creamery, a small specialty creamery with 30 years of 

YOUR 


successful business, is now hiring for several positions, as follows: 

TRUSTED 


IT SYSTEMS ADMINISTRATOR 

MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR 

LOCAL 


PRODUCTION/SANITATION WORKERS 

SOURCE. 


Good starting wage based on experience. Benefit package 
includes medical insurance, retirement plan, vacations/paid 
holidays, training program and cheese privileges. 

SEVEN 


Mail or stop in for an application at: 

DAYSVT. 


Vermont Creamery 

COM/jobs 


PO Box 95, 40 Pitman Road, Websterville, VT 05678 
or apply online at jobs@vermontcreamery.com. 


OPHTHALMIC TECHNICIAN 


Retina Center of Vermont is seeking a friendly, 
motivated Ophthalmic Technician for a lull-time position 
in our South Burlington office. 

Qualifying technicians are responsible for patient intake 
using computerized health records, assisting in office 
and operating room procedures, and performing retinal 
image diagnostic testing. Technicians must be able to 
rotate on emergency call schedules due to the nature of 
the specialty. Professional certification is preferred but 
not necessary; some experience in ophthalmology is 
required. 

Please submit a resume to Aaron Mitton, 

amitton @ retinacentervermont.com 




Counseling Service of Addison County, Inc. 


Seeking staff committed to making a difference. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 

EMR Application, Training and Support Specialist: Responsible for electronic 
medical record system support, testing and troubleshooting. Prepare 
documentation and provide end user training and EMR help desk assistance. 
Assist with testing for upgrades, patches and other system enhancements. 
Minimum requirements: associate's degree or experience consummate with 
education. This is a full-time, benefit-eligible position. 

EMR/Billing Associate: Maintain client information, submit claims, apply 
payments, and scan and release client records. Associate's degree plus one year 
of relevant experience or a combination of education and experience required. 
Attention to detail a must. This is a full-time, benefit-eligible position, 

ADULT OUTPATIENT 

Care Manager: Seeking a support worker who will provide psychosocial 
support services in the community to adult clients. Work closely with therapists 
and emergency team clinicians. Strong candidates will have knowledge of 
mental health issues, strong social support skills, excellent judgment and 
familiarity with community resources. This is a full-time, benefit-eligible position. 
Clinician: Seeking a Vermont-licensed MSW mental health professional with 
excellent clinical skills for a full-time benefited position. Provide outpatient 
psychotherapy primarily to adults on a short-term, long-term and/or intermittent 
basis. Primary program assignments will be providing clinical services to clients 
enrolled in our Adult Stabilization Crisis Program. LADC licensure is a plus. 
Strong assessment skills and a willingness to collaborate with a larger AOP team 

Eldercare Clinician: Excellent opportunity for a passionate individual with MSW 
seeking to provide psychotherapy to clients for a wide range of mental health 
and substance abuse issues. Provide outreach services to homebound elders. 
Plan individualized treatment and consult with social service organizations, 
private therapists, physicians and other health care providers to coordinate 
treatment services. This position offers excellent supervision, flexibility and the 
opportunity to grow your clinical skills through training! 


DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES 

Service Coordinator: To develop, implement and monitor supports for persons 
with developmental disabilities and their families. This position also develops 
and provides overall coordination for our community integration services. 
Excellent supervisory, organizational, interpersonal and communication skills 
required. Basic schedule is 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday through Friday, but must 
be flexible to respond to emergency situations and some after-hours calls. BA 
in a human services field, good driving record and clean background checks 
necessary. Full time with generous benefit package. 

YOUTH & FAMILY 

Outreach Clinician: Join our dynamic team of clinicians and work in homes, 
communities and schools with children, adolescents and families with emotional 
and behavioral challenges and developmental disorders. We're seeking creative 
thinkers for this rewarding position. Master's degree in a human services field, 
plus two to four years of relevant counseling experience. This is a full-time, 
benefit-eligible position. 

School-Based Clinician: Provide in-school, direct counseling, behavioral and 
emotional support to children and adolescents in crisis, with severe emotional 
and behavioral disturbances. Master's degree in a human services field required, 
license preferred, plus two to four years of relevant counseling experience. Full- 
time and part-time positions available. 

Student Assistance Professional: Interact with students, faculty and parents 
in local a local high school to raise awareness of substance abuse issues 
utilizing prevention and counseling techniques to achieve this goal. Screening 
and some assessment and early intervention; referrals to appropriate care. 
Licensed substance abuse clinician or certification as an addictions counselor 
or apprentice master's degree in counseling, social work or related field. This 
position is five days per week during the school year. 

Youth Employment Case Manager: Seeking individual dedicated to making 
a difference in the lives of local youth. Join our JOBS team — Jump On Board 
for Success! In this role you will provide employment support services for young 
adults between the ages of 16 to 26 labeled severely emotionally disabled. 

Ideal candidate will be able to collaborate with resources inside and outside 
of the agency, assist with job development, long-term follow-up and provide 
specialized rehab services. Bachelor's degree and two to four years relevant 
experience required. 


To learn more about available positions, please visit csac-vt.org or contact Rachael at 388-0302, ext. 415. 
Submit resume and cover letter to apply@csac-vt.org. CSAC is a tobacco-free campus. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

Building Cleaning Services Manager 

Seeking a responsible person who is self-motivated to be our Building Cleaning Services 
Manager. This job is direcdy responsible for all cleaning needs throughout the agency's 60 
sites. Besides working with BCS staff, this person oversees contracted cleaning, temporary 
workers, cleaning performed by program staff, and cleaning performed by clients. Must 
have strong and diverse supervisory skills and have the ability to communicate clearly 
orally, electronically and in writing. The demands of this job require flexibility in work 
hours and the ability to handle multiple tasks. A strong background in commercial and 
residential cleaning, and knowledge of both routine and complex cleaning is absolutely 
necessary. Job ID 30 13 


MENTAL HEALTH AND 
SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES 

Are you concerned about the opioid epidemic that 
is ravaging our state? Want to work in a fast-paced 
environment with a multidisciplinary team of enthusiastic 
and caring professionals? 

The Chittenden Clinic at Howard Center offers opportunities for employment 
and development across many disciplines, including immediate openings 
for laboratory technicians, security, social work, and leadership. 
Opportunities for growth/advancement. On our Careers website, enter search 
term “Chittenden Clinic.” 


CHILD, YOUTH AND FAMILY SERVICES 

Autism Interventionist 

Join Howard Center to work full-time with children ages 2-21 years with autism spectrum 
disorders. Provide intensive behavioral intervention services in public schools, homes and 
community settings. Training and ongoing supervision provided. Excellent professional 
development opportunity. Transportation required. Bachelor's degree and some experience 
with children and/or special needs necessary. Job ID 1376 

Clinician, School Services 

Four positions available! All positions are school-based mental health positions that are 
cohires between Howard Center and the school district served. Clinicians provide various 
mental health, consultation and case management services while utilizing a school social 
work model. 

• Part-time with K-5 students in Burlington: 24-hour/week at the 
Sustainability Academy (16 hours) and Champlain Elementary School 
(8 hours) in Burlington. Job ID 2948 



HOWARD 

CENTER 

Help is here. 


• Full-time with grades 9- 1 2 in Milton: 40 hours/week at Milton High 
School. Job ID 2949 


Full-time at Founder's Elementary School in Essex, grades 3-3. 

Job ID 2983 

Part-time at Albert D. Lawton Middle School in Essex Junction serving 
students in grades 6-8 (32 hours). Job ID 3008 


Counselor, Family, IFBS 

Do you enjoy working with families and providing in-home family work? Intensive 
Family-Based Services (IFBS) is looking for a regular full-time family counselor to provide 
short term (13 weeks) intensive in home treatment to families (five hours a week). The goal 
of IFBS is to prevent out-of-home placement due to mental health crisis, abuse, neglect 
or emotional disturbance. Experience required: working with families and children, crisis 
intervention, clinical assessments, team collaboration, .strong written and communication 
skills. Knowledge of trauma-informed care and the impact of substance use/abuse on 
families is highly desirable. Some evening work is required, and use of a personal vehicle is 
a must. Job ID 2995 

Crisis Stabilization, Clinician, FCBS 

Interested in family work? Howard Center is seeking an energetic, self-directed, part-time 
(22.5 hours/week) clinician to join our team. Provide short-term, in-home family work to 
children and families experiencing crisis. This includes assessment, crisis stabilization, case 
management and timely documentation. This position is fast-paced and involves some 
evening hours and use of a personal vehicle. The ideal candidate will be skilled in providing 
astute clinical assessment and be knowledgeable about community resources. Masters 
degree and 2-3 years of experience in childrens mental health required. Significant 
exposure to trauma-informed care and exciting professional development opportunities are 
waiting for the right candidate, Job ID 3007 


DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES 


Intensive Community Support Worker, Floater, Adult and 
Family Floater 

Intensive Community Support Workers provide community-based specialized one-to- 
one support and opportunities to multiple clients who possess a range of intellectual 
disabilities. Patience, relationship-building skills, and boundary-setting are necessary skills 
for this position, as some individuals you will work with have challenging behaviors. Other 
individuals may require assistance with personal care. Candidates must possess good 
judgment, independent decision-making and crisis-management skills. At least three years 
of experience in human services, or a combination of education and experience from which 
comparable knowledge and skill has been acquired. Knowledge and skills in deescalation 
techniques strongly desired. Candidates must have a vehicle and drivers license. The 
schedule is 40 hours per week. This is an excellent opportunity for those interested in the 
medical field, psycholog)' or social work. Job ID 3009 


For more information, please visit howardcentercareers.org. 

Howard Center offers an excellent benefits package including health, dental, and life insurance, as well as 
generous paid time off for all regular positions scheduled 20-plus-hours-per-week. 

Applicants needing assistance or an accommodation in completing the online application should feel free to contact 
Human Resources at 488-6950 or hrhelpdesk@howardcenter.org. 
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HOPE • OPPORTUNITY- FAMILY 


Our mission is to help children thrive by 
empowering families to break cycles of poverty, 
addiction and abuse. Lund offers hope and 
opportunity to families through education, 
treatment, family support and adoption. Lund 
offers competitive pay and paid training, 
extensive time off accrual, and 11 paid holidays per year as well as a full 
benefit package including health, dental, life and disability insurance and 
retirement for full-time employees. EEO/AA 

PRESCHOOLTEACHER 

FULL- AND PART-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE. Lund's five-star accredited early 
childhood education program provides children with an environment that creates a love 
of learning, fosters creativity and promotes positive social/emotional development in a 
play-based center practicing emergent curriculum. Join an incredible team that believes 
in laughter, the importance of fun, community-oriented activities and non-stop learning. 
Responsibilities include: love, nurture and respect every child as a unique individual, 
develop a positive relationship with parents and communicate with them on a daily 
basis; contribute ideas to weekly curriculum and monthly staff meetings; and provide 
a safe, dean and positive classroom environment. Lund's Preschool is a collaborative 
and supportive team of educators and daily planning time is available. The right 
candidate will be passionate, inspired and committed to working with a dedicated group 
of professionals. Among many things, Lund values imagination, curiosity, exploration 
and discovery. Bachelor's degree in early childhood education (or related field) and 
experience working with children and families required. 

LEAD COUNSELOR 

Full-time position working primarily 9am- 5pm Monday through Friday, with one early 
evening shift weekly. Lead Counselor will provide parenting and life skill education and 
support as well as emotional assistance to pregnant and/a parenting women and their 
children in a transitional housing program. The Lead Counselor serves as primary 
weekly daytime representative for the program and acts as liaison for multiple other 
partner agencies interacting with the program and clients. Excellent opportunity to 
participate in a team approach to support young families and coordination of services 
and resources. Bachelor's degree in human services related field or five years relevant 
experience required. Ability to work both with a team and independently, knowledge 
of community resources to support young families, and flexibility are a must. Solid 
attention to detail, ability to multi-task, and strong written and verbal communication 
skills required. 

RESIDENTIAL COUNSELOR 

Evening, Weekend, and Awake Overnight Shifts: FULL- AND PART-TIME POSITIONS 
AVAILABLE. Counselors provide crucial parent education and life skill support to 
pregnant and parenting women and their children in a residential treatment setting. Shifts 
include evening, awake overnight and weekend hours. Ideal fa those with alternative 
schedules and night owlsl Minimum of Bachela's degree in human services related field 
and experience providing care to young children; ability to multi-task, wak in fast-paced 
environment flexibility and adaptability needed. Looking fa a candidate who is a quick 
problem-solver and able to work independently during non-traditional hours Experience 
waking in residential treatment setting prefared. Valid driva's license required. Shift 
diffaential offaed. Great opportunity to wak with a strong team cf professionals in a fun 
and fast-paced environment. Ongang training opportunities available. Starting $14-$1 6 
pa hour plus shift diffaential for certain hours. Sub positions also available 

To apply, please submit cova letta and resume to: 

Human Resources, PO Box 4009 Burlington, VT 054064009 
fax 864-1619 email employment@lundvt.org 


CCS 


CCS is a growing, not for profit human service organization with 
a strong emphasis on employee and consumer satisfaction. 

Community Inclusion 
Facilitators 

We are currently offering several benefitted part time positions 
supporting folks in the community and at their workplace. This 
is an excellent job for applicants entering human services as 
well as those looking to continue their work with people. 

We would love to have you here during this exciting 
time of growth! 

If you are interested in joining our supportive team and making 
an impact on the lives of others, send your letter of interest and 
resume to Karen Ciechanowicz, staff@ccs-vt.org. 
Champlain Community Services 
512 Troy Avenue 
Colchester, VT 05446. 

(802) 655-0511. 


University 0/ Vermont 

HEALTH NETWORK 

Champlain Valley Physicians Hospital 


HVAC Technician 

CVPH otters a competitive salary package that Includes health and 
wellness benefits, paid time off, continuing education Incentives, 


Requirements 

• High School diploma 


trade is prefrjis^fc.. 
EPA oertifi 


Responsibilities 

• Daily maintenance or 


. • Be on call as scheduled 


Apply at UVMHealth.org/CVPHCareers 


e'rc friends end neighbors, offering expc 
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Staff Assistant 

Property Services 

Our Chittenden Central Supervisory Union Property Services 
Division is seeking a skilled office administrator to effectively 
serve and assist the property services director by coordinating 
and performing a variety of skilled bookkeeping duties and key 
administrative and clerical support functions. The position also 
involves managing the use and rental of school facilities and will 
serve as the liaison with other schools/departments within the 
district as well as other external constituents. For more information 
about duties and qualifications, please go to schoolspring.com and 
enter Job ID 2159884. 

Position pays $16.87 per hour and offers an excellent benefits 
package including family medical and dental insurance; term 
life insurance; tuition reimbursement; retirement plan with up 
to 6 percent employer contribution; and paid sick, vacation and 
personal leaves. Position is available beginning February 2016. 
Qualified candidates are encouraged to apply. Applications only 
accepted electronically through schoolspring.com. 


SENIOR COPYWRITER 

to protect it and right now we need good people to become a part of it. 

We're looking for a great copywriter who's also a great team player. 

Someone who wants to be part of shaping something bigger than 
him- or herseif. Someone who’d rather help create the next big thing 


© 



YOUR 



TRUSTED 

thinking with flawless execution 


LOCAL 



SOURCE. 



SEVEN 

DAYSVT. 

@© 3 © 
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Engaging minds that change the world 


Seeking a position with a quality employer? Consider The University of Vermont, a 
stimulating and diverse workplace. We offer a comprehensive benefit package 
including tuition remission for on-going, full-time positions. This opening and 
others are updated daily. 

TRIO/Upward Bound Program Manager - BS515PO - The University of 


iking a skilled professional to administer the TRIO/Upward Bound 
program. This individual manages office functions, delivery of services to students, 
budgets, grant writing, programming, and supervision of staff. Master’s degree with 
three years experience in a university student learning setting or secondary school 
setting required, or an equivalent combination, to include familiarity with TRIO 
programs and the unique needs of TRIO students, knowledge of how students learn, 
and demonstrated success at proposal writing. Must have demonstrated commitment 
diversity, social justice, and multiculturalism and demonstrated ability to work 
ill with people; to communicate ettectively both orally and in writing; to develop. 


For further information on this position and others currently available, or to applv 
online, please visit our website a w mjob n Job Hotline #802-656-2248; 
telephone #802-656-3150. AppUcants must apply for positions electronically. 

•ted. Job positions are updated dally. 

an Equal OjjporlunilyiAffii 










Program 

Director boys & girls club 


DF GREATER VERGENNES 


Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes seeks a full-lime Program 
Director lo provide leadership and oversight lo the club's overall 
program. Responsibilities will include planning, development 

of program staff and volunteers; establishing strategies for 


Minimum live years of experience working with children 
compensation including generous benefit package. 


bgcvergennes@comcast.net. 


Guest Services Sojourn 
Specialist 

Full-time, highly organized, details-oriented 
professional to manage a range of crucial guest 
services for active travel company. Primary focus 
upon fulfillment, customer service, sales, cultivation of 
brand loyalty and team support. Open workspace in 
small but busy country office setting. 

Requirements; 

Superior customer service skills 

Attention to detail is a proven obsession for you 

Efficiency and organization are your way of life 

Articulate professional with impeccable phone 

manner and outstanding writing skills 

Motivated self-starter with a can-do attitude 

Strong work ethic and reliability 

Strong proficiency with Microsoft Office (Outlook, 

Word, Excel) is non-negotiable 

Web and social media savvy a plus 

Experience with cycling, travel and/or outdoors 

strongly preferred 

Four-year college degree required 

For full description, visit gosojourn.com/jobs. 

Full-time, year-round position with paid holidays, 
vacation and extensive industry perks. Preferred start 
date prior to January 18, 2016. 

Submit resume, cover letter and no fewer than three 
professional references to jobs@GoSojourn.com. 

No phone calls, please. 


AND LAUNDRY 

Housekeepers and Laundry 
Aides wanted for nursing 
home. No experience needed. 
Apply within at 

Starr Farm 
Nursing Home 

300 Pearl Street 
Burlington, VT 05401. 

Ask for the 

housekeeping supervisor. 


BOOKKEEPER 

Finance/Property Administra- 
tor. Responsible for accounts 
payable/receivable, payroll, 

Excel standard accounting’ 
practice experience required, 
Quickbooks and nonprofit 

Send resumes to jgiguere@ 
dioccscofvcrmont.org. 
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THE NATURE CONSERVANCY In Vermont seeks a dynamic 
professional to serve as its full-time Watershed Restoration 
Manager. This is an exceptional career opportunity for a highly 
motivated, capable individual interested in joining the world's leading 
conservation organization. 

The Watershed Restoration Manager will provide technical 
leadership to the Vermont chapter by planning, prioritizing, 
coordinating, implementing, and monitoring river and stream 
protection and restoration projects at the watershed scale 
statewide, including floodplain forest and wetland protection and 
restoration and associated hydrologic restoration. Projects may 
include reclamation of marginal agricultural lands, restoration of 
aquatic connectivity, enhancement of aquatic organism passage 
and flood resilience, and removal of tributary and main-stem dams. 
The qualified candidate will develop and implement strategies, 
manage complex projects, employ a full assortment of protection 
and restoration tools, and actively engage and coordinate a broad 
range of public and private partners, including NGOs, agencies, 
municipalities and landowners. 

We have a fantastic office environment located in Montpelier and offer a 
competitive salary with great benefits. Bachelor's degree and five years 
related experience or equivalent combination required. For a complete 
position description and to apply, visit nature.org/careers and search 
"Vermont". The application deadline is midnight EST January 5, 2016. 


Ihe state ^Veriiuint 

place. . . the possibilities. W I III III 


For the people... the place... the possibilities. 


UVMHealth.org/MedCenter 


Watershed Restoration Manager 


TheNature ( 

Conservancy ' 


Physical Therapist-Aquatics (part time) 

The incumbent provides PT to patients in varying states of health and 
illness; will diagnose and manage movement dysfunction, enhance phys- 
ical and functional abilities, and promote optimal quality of life. 


HEALTH SERVICES FIELD OPERATIONS CHIEF 

Department of Health 

Join the team that brings public health to local communities! We have an exciting opportunity 
for an experienced and motivated professional to apply their strengths across the public health 
spectrum. This leadership position in the Division of Local Health holds primary responsibility for 
oversight of the health department’s district offices and ensures effective partnerships between 
these local offices and the department's central office programs. The ideal candidate will have 
demonstrated success in personnel management, supervision, problem solving, communication, 
facilitation, assessment, planning and evaluation. Additionally, candidates must be comfortable 
with a range of public health topics and interacting with the public health infrastructure at a 
variety of levels. Statewide travel is required, and duties are driven by the needs of central office, 
the local offices and the populations that these entities serve. This position is designated to the 
Burlington area. However, partial assignment to other district office locations within the state may 
be available. Applicants within and outside the Burlington area are encouraged to apply and explore 
this opportunity. For more information, contact Allison Reagan at 652-4190 or email allison. 
reagan@vermont.gov. Reference Job ID #618060. Status: Full time. Location: May be flexible. 
Application deadline: January 4, 2016. 

DAIRY PROGRAMS SECTION CHIEF 

Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets 

Supervisory, administrative, technical and regulatory compliance work at a professional level for 
the Agency of Agriculture, Food & Markets involving the administration of a regulatory program 
to evaluate both the physical plant and operating systems of milk processing plants, dairy 
manufacturing facilities and dairy farms. The work is directed at ensuring the safest possible 
processing environment in order to protect public health. Supervision is exercised over a staff of 
dairy farm and plant inspectors and specialists. Work is performed under the general direction of the 
division director/state veterinarian and in coordination with other sections of the Food Safety and 
Consumer Protection Division of the agency. For more information, contact Kristin Haas at kristin. 
haas@vermont.gov. Reference Job ID #618252. Location: Montpelier. Status: Full time/exempt. 
Application deadline: January 6, 2016. 

PSYCHIATRIC SOCIAL WORKER 

Department of Mental Health - Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital 
Psychiatric social work at a professional level involving the provisions of social work services as 
part of a clinical treatment team at the DMH treatment facilities. Provide services to a client 
population which includes those who are unable to function in the community because of severe 
symptoms of mental illness and/or other handicaps. Significant collaboration with staff of other 
disciplines is involved in the formulation and implementation of a total treatment plan for clients, 
both in treatment facilities and after release. Master's degree in social work or a closely related field 
required. LICSW preferred. For more information, contact Becky Moore at rebecca.moore@vermont. 
gov. Reference Job ID# 618303. Location: Berlin. Status: Full time. Application deadline: January 
4, 2016. 

DMH ACTIVITY THERAPIST 

Department of Mental Health - Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital 
Join our team of professionals as a DMH Activity Therapist providing group activities and individual 
support to adults with serious mental illness. Facilitate groups to promote wellness and recovery, 
as well as skills for self-regulation, and work with a multidisciplinary team to set goals and assess 
progress. Must either be an RN or possess a bachelor’s or master's degree in psychology, counseling 
or a related field. This is a full-time position, Thursday through Monday, 10 a.m.-6:30 p.m. For 
more information, contact Mark Holderbach at mark.holderbach@vermont.gov. Reference Job ID 
#618065. Location: Berlin. Status: Full time. Application deadline: January 4, 2016. 
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VERMONT TECH 


Two Nursing Clinical Associates 


Vermont Technical College is currently seeking candidates for two 
Nursing Clinical Associate positions in our ADN Nursing program on 
the Williston campus working at the University of Vermont Medical 
Center. Each is a part-time position working in the clinical setting two 
days per week, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

The Clinical Associate provides clinical instruction to students, assisting 
them to apply concepts learned in the classroom to patient care in 
clinical areas. The clinical associate serves as a liaison between the 
College and the clinical agencies. 

Qualified candidates will possess a master’s degree in nursing with 
significant experience and must demonstrate excellent communication 
and teaching skills. Individuals with a completed BSN who can 
demonstrate current enrollment in a master’s degree nursing program 
will be considered. We offer a competitive hourly rate and the 
opportunity to mentor future nursing students in a spacious, state-of- 
the art facility. These positions do not include a benefits package. 

Vermont Technical College delivers instruction at four traditional 
campuses (Bennington, Brattleboro, Randolph Center and Williston). 
There are also distinct “hybrid” campuses that deliver instruction via 
telepresence classrooms to the following communities: Lyndonville, 
Morrisville, Newport, St. Albans, Springfield and White River (unction. 

Our students tend to be “nontraditional,” many coming to our program 
with degrees and experience in other fields. While there is diversity 
among our students’ backgrounds, there is a common goal to obtain 
nursing knowledge. Our students perform exceptionally well on 
licensure exams, with pass rates for the NCLEX PN at 96 percent and 
pass rates for the NCLEX RN at 94 percent . 


New, 
local, 
scam- 
free jobs posted 
every day! 

sevendaysvt.com/classifieds 



Chittenden South Supervisory Union 

Immediate openings 

Location: Hinesburg Community School 

Intensive Paraeducator 

CSSU seeks a full-time, energetic paraprofessional 
to join our special education team. We are looking 
for a skilled, caring individual to provide intensive 
support in the areas of multilayered curriculum or 
curriculum overlapping, communication, behavior 
and activities of daily living across school settings 
to a student in our K-8 program. Candidate 
will be an advocate of inclusive education, a 
problemsolver and strong collaborator, and a 
positive team member. Ability to promote child 
growth and foster independence and a willingness 
to learn are essential. Please note that lifting is 
a requirement of this job. Position could include 
supporting students on the bus ride to or from 
school. 


To apply, please submit a cover letter, resume and required Vermont 
Tech employment application to jobs@vtc.edu. The employment 
application can be found on our website, vtc.edu. Please also visit for all 
current staff and faculty employment opportunities at the college. 


Vermont Tech strongly encourages applications from members of ethnic 
minority groups and other under-represented backgrounds. Vermont Tech is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer and a member of the Vermont State College 
system. In compliance with ADA requirements, we will make reasonable 
accommodations for the known disability of an otherwise qualified applicant. 


Autism Specialist 

CSSU is seeking an Autism Specialist for 
the remainder of the 2015-16 school year. 
Experience and skill in the area of development, 
implementation and evaluation of both behavioral 
and academic programming within an inclusive 
model. Seeking an individual who is skilled in 
working collaboratively with a dynamic team and id 
passionate about working with this population 
of students. 

Please apply online at schoolspring.com. 
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Interested in Starting a Career 
in Health Care? 

Become a Professional Caregiver 
No experience required 
Free training January 18-22 
Apply online at www.vnacares.or 


El 





TATA HARPER 

The Next GeftTabon ot Beauty 


Direct-to-Consumer Marketing Graphic Designer 

Tata Harper Skincare - Whiting 

Who we are: Tata Harper Skincare is the world’s leading manufacturer of high-performance 
100 percent natural and nontoxic skin care. Located in the Champlain Valley, Tata Harper 
manufactures and distributes a full line of anti-aging skin care and cosmetics to a devout fan 
base of customers, celebrities and influencers of all stripes. We're using technology (web, 
mobile, tablet, social) to radically innovate the experience of shopping for luxury skin care 
online, and we're searching for a passionate new to join our team and be a part of that mission. 
Who you are: You're a passionate digital designer who can apply your creative design skills to 
multiple projects including email, landing pages, social media and digital advertising. You've 
got a keen sense for our aesthetic because you’ve already pored over our website and social 
media pages. You have an interest in the luxury market and are familiar with our channels of 
distribution and the competitive online business. You are artistic in your career and hobbies 
but can perform commercially at work. You know how to communicate value, understand 
the importance of hierarchy of messaging, can take feedback (and adapt quickly) and are 
action oriented. You can manage a timeline, piece of cake! You are a self-starter and work well 
collaborating in a fast-paced environment. You have an eye for detail and are exciting and 
excitable. 

You will: 

• Work primarily on email and other web projects 

• Brainstorm campaigns with members of the marketing and product teams 

• Manage and organize creative assets 

• Curate photography and manipulate images in Photoshop 

• Design and source packaging for online exclusives 

• Create marketing print collateral for direct-to-consumer events 
Our ideal candidate has: 

• A passion for taking our aesthetic to the next level 

• A strong digital portfolio 

• Excellent Photoshop, InDesign and Illustrator skills 

• Excellent file organizational skills 

• A can-do attitude 

• Experience in digital design 

• Beauty or personal care experience a plus 

• Passion for beauty is a serious plus 

• Required experience: graphic design: two years 

Please submit resume and cover letter to careers@tataharper.com. 


f 


FLYHMCEMTER 


I 


The Flynn Center for the Performing Arts seeks applicants 
for teaching artists in hip-hop dance, breakdance, and vocal/ 
singing technique to join our teaching faculty and be a part of 
northern New England's premier performing arts center. 


TEACHING ARTISTS 

Teaching Artists are responsible for planning and leading 
lessons, collaborating with other instructorsand administrators, 
and evaluating and refining courses. The ideal candidate will 
have several years of relevant teaching experience, familiarity 
with youth and child development, classroom management 
skills, and strong communication skills. We encourage you to 
submit your resume as a Teaching Artist even if the genre you 
teach is not one of our current openings. 


For a detailed job description 
and more information, visit our website at 

flynncenter.org/about-us/employment-and- 

internship-opportunities.html. 

Please submit application materials to 

Flynn Center for the Performing Arts 
Human Resources Department 
153 Main Street 
Burlington, VT 05401 
or email hresources@flynncenter.org. 

No phone calls, please. EOE. 


CAMPAIGN 

FOR VERMONT 

Policy Advocate and Organizer 

Campaign for Vermont is hiring a Policy Advocate to act as our 
representative in Montpelier during the legislative session and 
to keep CFV’s extensive network informed and engaged. 

About this position: 

This is a limited-term, part-time position beginning in January 
and ending when the legislature adjourns in May or June. 

This is a remote position, working mostly from inside the 
Statehouse, but it includes some on-the-road effort as well as 
weekly updates to our email network and maintenance of our 
social media efforts. 

Key responsibilities: 

• Maintain consistent focus on Campaign for Vermont’s 
policy priorities including sustainable budgeting, 
education reform and government ethics by lobbying our 
representatives and senators. 

• Maintain consistent communication with our network, 
sharing updates from inside the Statehouse and providing 
opportunities to engage with our government. 

• Attending to relationships with our donors. 

Visit campaignforvermont.org to apply. 
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MEDICATION ASSISTED THERAPY RN 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY PART TIME HOURS 

• Provides nursing care to patients in varying states of 
health and illness through assessment, planning imple- 
mentation and evaluation. 

• Teaches and prepares for continuing care. 


This is a Benefit Eligible position. 


UVMHealth.org/MedCenter 


University o/Vermont 

HEALTH NETWORK 
Champlain Valley Physicians Hospital 


Network Security Specialist 

CVPH offers a competitive salary package that includes health and 
wellness benefits, paid time off, continuing education incentives, 
employee discounts and morel 


Responsibilities 

• Design, implementation and 
maintenance of data loss preven- 
tion. HIPAA auditing and patient 
Information security systems 

• Develop and follow best practices 
and standards around security of 
patient information. 

• Project leader for multiple projects 


Minimum 10 years experience 
performing design, configuration, 
installation of large LAN's and 

Minimum 4 years experience 
handling high level confidential 
information 


Apply at UVMHealth.org/CVPHCareers 


SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSIFIEDS 12 23.15-12.3015 


Database Reporting Analyst 


Marathon ^/ 7 


life 


Marathon Health (marathon-health.com is 

one of the nation's leading providers of onsite health 
care. Recognized by Inc. on their 2015 list of 
fastest growing private U.S. companies, Marathon 
Health serves businesses and municipalities 
different kind of heallh care program that emphasizes 


throughout the United States, providi 
patient involvement, prevention, risk reduction and outcomes. 

To support our mission, we are looking for an individual who can fake on a leading 
SQL report writing and database administration. Candidate will be expected to be < 
participant in current and future internal IT systems and projects. 


mphas 


m reporting 


DUTIES INCLUDE 

Deliver new and improve existing database reporting with a 
health center activities 
Analyze tables to establish knowledge of data for accurate retrieval and use in report 
writing 

Research reporting and analylical questions for our account and project management 

Work with our Bl team to create reporting specifications, code from specification and 
deliver reports 

Involvement with existing and future database design, configuration and deployment 
Help drive continuous improvement by identifying advances in technology, best practice 
and efficiency improvements 

Assist with monitoring existing systems, identifying and communicating improvements to 

management and implementing change 

Perform database administrative duties as needed 

SKILLS 

Demonstrable experience working with SSIS and SSRS to generate complex reports 
Demonstrate an understanding of OLAP and Data Warehousing 
An understanding of and willingness to learn DBA skills relating to MS SQL 201 4 in an 
enterprise environment 

Technical experience of Microsoft Windows Server 
Ability to work independently from a design brief/specification 
Resourceful and independent approach to research on best practice 
Eager to learn new technologies 
Good communication skills 
Attention to detail 
Excellent problem solving abilities 
QUALIFICATIONS 

Bachelor's Degree in Computer Science or 2+ years relevant experience 
Experience with SQL 20 1 2-20 1 4 and Microsoft SQL SSRS 
Preferred candidates will also have query performance tuning experience 
This is a full-time position located at our corporate office in Winooski with excellent 
compensation and full benefits including medical, vision, dental, 401 (k), FSA, life and 
disability insurance, paid time off and holidays. 

To apply please visit our website at marathon-health.com 
and upload your resume under careers/ positions. 

Marathon Heallh is a tobacco and drug free work environment. We value ihe richness diversity brings lo our workforc 
and are committed to being an equal opportunity employer and provider (EOE). 






C-20 jobs (J) 


12.23.15-12.30.15 


ATTENTION RECRUITERS: 


POST YOUR JOBS AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/JOBS FOR FAST RESULTS. 
OR CONTACT MICHELLE BROWN: MICHELLE@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



OFFICE 

ASSISTANT 

Part-time experienced Office 
Assistant with exceptional 
office skills, including 
Microsoft Suite, flexible, 

'’'’"'coflaborativeKamar 3 ’ 
Rock Point 
Burlington. 

lbates@dioceseovermont.org 
Full job description at 
diovermont.org. 


EARN 

$70 

Research Project 
on Decision Making 
Group will meet on 
Monday and Tuesday, 
January 11 and 12, 2016 
5:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Complimentary food and 
beverages will be served. 
Burlington area. 

18 years or older. 

CONTACT: 

458-5990 

midvtdecres@gmail.com. 


Career 

Opportunities 


Join Champlain Housing Trust's 
Property Management team 
in Burlington and serve the 
affordable housing needs 
of a diverse group of people. 




Resident Relations Coordinator 

payments. Carry out various activities/projects in coordination with the 
the application process, providing a Renter Insurance Program, using the 


iproach. 1 


arial/Office Cleri 


:ord keeping skills, and puhli 


Maintenance Technician 

carpentry, plumbing, electrical, grounds maintenance required. Should be 
self-motivated, work independently and as part of a team, be prevention- 
minded and committed to a membership-based model of community 
controlled and permanently affordable housing. Reliable transportation 


tealth insurance, vacation, holiday, sick leave, 403(b), disability and life 
nsurance. Submit a cover letter and resume by January 8th to Human 
Lesources, Champlain Housing Trust, 88 King Street, Burlington, VT 
15401 or email HR@champlainhousingtrust.org. No phone calls, please. 


equal ommuNitr employ 


SENIOR ART DIRECTOR 


Digital, print outdoor, broad 
about nailing the big idea, yi 
through and making it sing c 


iroflciency, plus solid digital chops 
tines sharp conceptual thinking 




Battery St, Burlington. V 


© 30 © 


PROPERTY MANAGER BURLINGTON 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY - NEW POSITION 


the affordable housing needs of a diverse group of people in Grand Isle Coun 


actively, e> 


tontrolled and pe 




based on experience. Our benefit package indudes training, health insuranc 
holiday, sick leave, 403 (b), disability and life insurance. Submit a cover letter ; 
by December 30th to Human Resources, Champlain Housing Trust 88 K 
Burlington, VT 05401 or email HR@champlainhousingtrust.org. No phone a 
EQUAL OPPCfiltMY EMPLOYER - CHT is committra to a Omtsi wtnpece tn] MgN) manga me 



follow us for the newest: 

twitter.com/SevenDaysJobs 





= More food before the classifieds section page 46 = GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.CQM = 


fisiDEdis/ies 

I I BY HANNAH PALMER EGAN 


For the 
Record... 

ENTREES AND EXITS, 
DISAMBIGUATIONS AND OTHER 
NEWS YOU CAN USE 
First, openings: In 
Jeffersonville, the Martell 
family will open Martell’s 
at the Red Fox in the week 
between Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve. The new pub and 
sports bar at 87 Edwards 
Road replaces the El Dorado 
Tavern, which closed in 
October after about a year in 
business. 

At Martell’s, matt martell 
(most recently of idletyme 
brewing, which replaced 
Crop Bistro & Brewery in 
Stowe this summer) will 
handle the cooking. His 
menu will bring pub favor- 
ites: nachos, potato skins 
(with optional chili or pulled 
pork), wings, artichoke dip, 
mussels and sandwiches. 
Once the restaurant opens, 
Martell says he expects 
to start serving weekend 
brunch within a month or so. 

The bar will pour a 
handful of draft beers 
— most of them local — and 
stock a formidable list of 
bottled suds, plus wines and 
cocktails. An open stage area 
will host local bands and 
other live entertainment on 
weekends. “We’re hoping 
people come for the music 
and the bar scene,” Martell 
tells Seven Days, noting the 
pub’s several big-screen TVs. 

Come summer, the 
Martells plan to take advan- 
tage of their picturesque 
location just off Route 108 
to offer al fresco horseshoes 
and volleyball and perhaps 
shows on an outdoor stage. 

The new pub’s opening 
date remains TBD, pending 
approval of a few final per- 
mits; check the restaurant’s 
Facebook page for updates. 


Earlier this month in South 
Burlington, the Handy family 

(ANN MICHAEL and PETER. PAUL 

and sam handy, of the Rutland 

VERMONTTAP HOUSE and 



rowan's in Milton) opened 
the barnyard in the old 
Vermont Sports Grill space. 

On the menu? Snacks 
such as fried Vermont cheese 
curds, local beefburgers and 
other sandwiches. Wood- 
fired pizzas (12- or 16-inch) 
and calzones come with 
toppings or fillings ranging 
from five-cheese blend to 
sweet corn to sliced pears 
to “chicken ranch” or Philly 
cheesesteak accoutrements. 
According to the menu, many 
of the vegetables, cheeses 
and proteins hail from local 
farms and producers, and 
most of the components 
— from the pizza sauce 
to the roast turkey in the 
sandwiches — are made from 
scratch in-house. 


Now, closures: Elsewhere in 
Handy-Land, don Johnson, 

PATRICK STEWART and SAM 

handy jr. abruptly closed the 
Stowe location of Grazers on 
December 10. The restaurant 
— the second iteration of 
the Handys' locavore burger 
joint — opened in early July. 


“It is with a heavy heart that 
we have made the difficult 
decision to close Grazers 
Stowe. To be honest, we 
just bit off more than we 
could chew,” the restaurant’s 
management announced 



Limited Reserues 
for the Holidays! 

KONA 

KONA BLEND 
ETHIOPIAN UMU 
& HAMBELA 

Grab 'em rnhile you can! 

412 PINE ST. BURLIHGTOH 
658-6916 









NEED ADVICE ON LOVE, 
LUST AND LIFE? 

ASK 

ATHENA 

Email askathena@sevendaysvt.com 

with your questions. 

SEVEN DAYS 


taKllT BOB'S GREAT 
new YEAR'S SALE 


SALE PRICES EFFECTIVE 12/25/15 - 12/31/15 


CHOICE BONELESS 

RIB EYE STEAK $1 2.99/LB 

CHOICE BONELESS 

DELMONICO STEAK $1 3.69/LB 

CHOICE BONELESS 

NY STRIP STEAK $11. 49/LB 

FRESH CUT 

FONDUE MEAT $11. 99/LB 

FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS 

CHICKEN BREAST S2.49/LB 

5# BULK $2. 29/LB 


GRILL READY, marinated 

MAPLE DIJON, TERIYAKI, BUFFALO, 
OR BBQ 

CHICKEN BREAST S3.69/LB 


GRILL READY 

CHICKEN STICKS S4.69/LB 


Beef Tenderloin Steak 
$1 8.99/LB. 


EXTRA LARGE, 16-20 CT. 

RAW SHRIMP $8. 99/LB 

EXTRA LARGE, 26-30 CT. 

COOKED SHRIMP $11. 99/LB 

JUMBO “COLD WATER" 

SEA SCALLOPS $1 6.99/LB 

LOBSTER TAILS $22.00/LB 

FRESH SHUCKED 

OYSTERS 1/2 PT. MKT. PRICE 


DINNER FOR TWO 

INCLUDES $49.99! 
2 - RIB EYE - 12 OZ. EA. 

2 - TWICE BAKED 
POTATOES ^ 

YOUR CHOICE OF, 
LOBSTER TAIL/SHRIMP 
OR SCALLOPS/ 





Barlow Street, St. Albans 802-524-61 95 mmmEBTCtnKAcce 

MON-FRI 8:30AM-8PM SAT 8:30AM-7PM SUN 9AM-6PM NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. 



Fairest of Them A I «p.4b 

Pendergrast’s meeting with Seven 
Days on a chilly December afternoon 
could not have been more thematically 
appropriate to his book. The conversa- 
tion began at Winooski’s Tiny Thai 
Restaurant and continued up the block 
at Scout & Co. cafe — where, ironically, 
the drink of choice was hot black tea. 
Pendergrast joked that his next book 
would be about tea to complete the 
caffeine trifecta; actually, it’s about the 
racial and cultural politics of his home- 
town, Atlanta, and he hopes to complete 
it by summer. 

Despite his choice of beverage, the 
author emphasized that Doi Chaang’s 
beans make for a terrific cup of coffee. 
He called it “balanced ... with a nice 
acidity, but not too high, so you feel 
a little snap in your mouth. It’s got a 
little taste of chocolate ... and a little 
citrusy taste to it. It’s very similar 
in some ways to [Hawaii's] Kona 
coffee: There’s nothing that really 
stands out, except that it’s a really 
well-balanced cup." 

Beyond Fair Trade started life as 
one of the many articles on coffee 
that Pendergrast has written for Wine 
Spectator since 2006. (Oenophiles are 
predisposed to tannic flavors, so a coffee 
column in a wine magazine isn’t as out 
of place as it may seem.) Before writing 
that article in 2012, Pendergrast had 
never heard of Doi Chaang Coffee, but 
cursory research suggested it might 
make for a good story. 

“I was just fascinated with the Akha, 
who don't have any written language 
and who have a very rich culture and 
tradition,” said Pendergrast. “That's 


what really attracted me to this, in addi- 
tion to the coffee angle.” Over more than 
two years of research and three trips to 
Thailand, the story only became more 
complex and compelling. 

Two protagonists emerge from the 
book’s narrative. One is John Darch, 
a Canadian investor with business in- 
terests in Thailand. The other, the late 
Akha entrepreneur Wicha Promyong, 
was the driving force behind the estab- 
lishment of Doi Chaang and the man 
who realized that planting coffee could 
pave the way toward independence for 
his people. 

AS DETAILED IN 

wmmmi 

EVERY POUND 0F BEANS 
THAT DOI CHAANG SELLS 
REPRESENTS ANOTHER 
STEP TOWARD ECONOMIC 
SELF SUFFICIENCY 
FOR THE AKHA PEOPLE. 


Coffee was, if nothing else, a safer 
and more profitable crop than the 
opium poppies that once grew on Akha 
land. Not only did drug kingpins sop up 
most of the profits from that problem- 
atic plant, but the Akha sometimes paid 
for their crop with their lives. 

Pendergrast depicts Wicha (as 
he was known) as a garrulous and 
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only would the Akha grow superior 
coffee, eventually, the beans would 


|the village on Doi Chaan 


taught them to plant t; 



colorful charac- 
ter who labored 
indefatigably to 
bring a profit- 
able plantation 
to a remote area 
of a country not 
typically associ- 
ated with coffee 
production, 

Doi Chaang 
grows its coffee 
plants using tra- 
ditional methods, 
under shade trees, 
a practice that goes 
well beyond environ: 
friendliness, “They have reforested 
the entire mountainside, and biodiver- 
sity has returned,” said Pendergrast. 
“Wicha used to live in a little grass hut, 
until the pythons returned — in his bed!” 

After investing in Doi Chaang, 
Darch gave half of the company to 
the Akha, whose directors have con- 
tinued to steer it toward and beyond 
national success. More than 300 Doi 
Chaang coffeehouses have sprung up in 
Southeast Asia; Pendergrast called the 
company “the Starbucks of Thailand.” 


Doi Chaang coffee has begun to make 
inroads in Western nations, too: One 
can buy it in Canadian cafes and order 
it online in the U.S. 

Pendergrast and the directors of Doi 
Chaang Coffee aren’t the only ones who 
believe that the fair-trade model could 
use adjustment to yield even more 
benefits to small farming operations in 
impoverished countries. The co-owner 
of the cafe where Pendergrast met 
with Seven Days expressed the same 
opinion. 

The coffees that Tom Green 
and his Scout & Co. colleagues sell 
at their three (soon to be four) 
Burlington-area shops are labeled 
direct trade. Green called fair trade 
“a step in the right direction, but I 
think it falls short of where it needs 
to be.” 

Green’s chief issue with the fair- 
trade system is that its guarantees are 
not sufficiently specific or traceable. 
“We don’t know how much of [the 
money we pay for coffee] is making 
it back to the families, how much of 
it is going back to the co-ops, what 
the co-ops are doing with that 

money,” he said. “What we’re trying 
to do is trade directly with small 
farmers so we know where the 

money is going, exactly. We’re not 
just giving them money ... like a 
charity case. We’re actually 
rolved in the process 
1 of what’s going 

on in their farms, 

and in their lives, as well." 

In Beyond Fair Trade, 
Pendergrast details how 
the success of Doi Chaang 
has redounded to the Akha 
people in the form of in- 
frastructural investments: 
new roads, schools, water 
filtration plants. Exactly 
the kind of quality-of-life 
improvements to which 
Green referred. 

' Just before Pendergrast 
I left the cafe, he and Green 
spoke about how they 
might collaborate to put Doi 
Chaang coffee into the hands 
of Scout & Co.’s coffee pros. 
With any luck, Vermonters will have 
the opportunity to taste the next wave 
of ethically sourced coffee. ® 

Contact: ethan@sevendaysvt.com 


The best french 
toast on the planet. 

•• - -V: ^ > 



...and on Sundays , 

benedicts 'til the QS P I 

. h hollandaise runs out! ^ 

‘ small town, big flavor. 

221 Main Street, Vergennes ■3squarescafe.com ■ 802-877-2772 


NOW SERVING 
WEEKEND BRUNCH 


DINNER 7 DAYS A WEEK! 

Sunday - Wednesday 5 pm - 9 pm 
Thursday - Saturday 5 pm - 10 pm 

WEEKEND BRUNCH 

Saturday + Sunday 10 am - 2 pm 

WEEKLY SPECIALS 

SUNDAY NIGHT + MONDAY 
$1 Naragansett + Bud Light Cans 
TUESDAY - Vegetarian + Vegan 
THURSDAY - RAMEN NIGHT! 
FRIDAY - 'FRIED - day' 

WE CATER TOO! 



258 N. Winooski Ave., Old North End, Burlington 
802.495.0716 butchandbabes.com 






A s you may have heard, Bove's 
Cafe in Burlington will serve 
its last supper on Wednesday, 
December 23, after 74 years 
(plus two weeks and two days) in 
business. 

On the day Louis and Victoria Bove 
opened the Pearl Street pasta joint, the 
Japanese fleet bombed Pearl Harbor. 
The restaurant kept on through the war 
— and through two more generations of 

As the business expanded, the family 
started selling canned sauces, meatballs 
and other prepared goods, eventually 
contracting out sauce production to an 
Ohio company. Now, owner Mark Bove 
plans to bring sauce production back 
to Vermont — to a new plant in Milton, 
scheduled to open next year — and use 
the restaurant building to grow the fam- 
ily’s catering operation. 

Aside from the Boves themselves, few 
people know the restaurant, or its cus- 
tomers, better than longtime waitress 
Martha Snyder. And it seems safe to say 
that, once it closes, few people will miss 


Snyder grew up on a dairy farm in 
the hamlet Clarence Center outside of 
Buffalo, N.Y. The second of 12 children, 
she landed in Burlington in 1976 and 
picked up a job waitressing at Bove’s. 
Aside from two maternity leaves, she’s 
worked at the restaurant ever since. 

“[Bove’s] was owned by four broth- 
ers and a sister," she recalled in an email 
exchange, “and I quickly became fond of 
them all." 

Snyder met her husband of 31 years 
through a coworker. As the years rolled 
by, she took on more responsibility 
at the restaurant, training servers 
and bar staff. She also stirred sauces 
and answered phones, packed to-go 
orders, and set and reset table 
after table. She got to know her 
guests, watched their families grow 
(and sometimes “shrink again,” she 
noted) and memorized orders for hun- 
dreds of regulars. 

Right down to her last shift this week, 
Snyder devoted herself to the job. (With 
work, family and the approaching holi- 
days, she couldn't find time to meet in 
person for an interview.) 


"I have very few moments to think or talk 
or breathe lately,” she wrote in a 6:30 a.m. 
email one morning last week. “This is the 
only private time in my day!” In the thou- 
sand words that followed, Snyder reflected 
on her past: on the restaurant; its owners 
and customers; on life in Burlington, past 
and present; and on her own life, which has 
followed a restaurant-hours schedule since 
she was twentysomething 

“I need to get ready for the day,” she 
concluded. “You know where I am.” 

Excerpts from Snyder's memories 
follow. 

SEVEN DAYS: Tell me about your 
early days at Bove's. 

MARTHA SNYDER: It was busy; we 
went in at 8:30 a.m. to clean and restock 
and peel garlic. A lot of us worked split 
shifts — [we’d] work lunch and [then 
return] for dinner. The cafe was open 
until 11 p.m., and even if someone came 
in at 10 of [11], they were served. 

I was one of the youngest servers. I 
loved Burlington — it felt smaller then, 
and more connected. I walked every- 
where, often alone, and never thought 
anything of it. 
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I became very close to Kim Johnson. 
She and her sisters had all worked at the 
restaurant, and it's a friendship I cher- 
ish to this day. We would go to Finbar’s 
[a former bar/cafe] between [shifts] and 
have lunch and shop at Expressions. 
Such a time! 

SD: Did you take time off when you 
had children? 

MS: I took time off when Joel III was 
born and was asked back the following 
spring. Seven years later, our son 
Sam was born — my water actually 
broke at the restaurant when I was 
six months pregnant. I took another 
year off because he was three months 
premature. 

I often thought of finishing school, 
but my husband was beginning his 
electrical business (he’s a master elec- 
trician and sound engineer), and the 
time wasn’t right. Finally, two years 
ago, after both my sons received their 
degrees, I earned mine — an associate 
in human services from Community 
College of Vermont — one of Vermont’s 
finest institutions. Now I am work- 
ing towards my BA at Johnson State 
College. 


SD: Is this your only job? 

MS: I have been a volunteer at the 
Restorative Justice Center in St. 
Albans for almost nine years — I am 
very concerned about at-risk young 
adults. That’s a career I would focus 
on if I weren’t doing this. 

SD: What is your favorite dish at 
the restaurant? 

MS: My favorite sauce is the vodka 
sauce — I could eat it plain in a little 
bowl! I’m not a pasta person; I was 
never served pasta growing up. [And] 
I had never seen a veal patty until I 
worked here. Also, the white garlic 
sauce is overlooked. That’s a winner! 
Sometimes I bring veggies from home 
and pour it on. 

SD: What’s something important 
you learned from your years at 

MS: Dick Bove taught me a lot about 
running a business and how to be 
fair-minded. He always gives people 
chances, people that could get 
overlooked. I so admire him for that. 





IN THE NEW YEAR AT 
THE ESSEX RESORT & SPA 


ENJOY 

• LITE HORS D’OEUVRES 
. CASH BAR 

. DESSERT BAR 

• PARTY FAVORS 

. AREA’S LEADING TOP DJ 
. COMPLIMENTARY CHAMPAGNE TOAST 

THU. DEC. 3 1ST 
8:00 PM— 1:00 AM 
IN THE ATRIUM 
TICKETS 

Guest of The Essex: presale $15 / at door $20 
Public: presale $35 / at door $40 

| 'Tickets are available for purchase on 
t eventbrite.com or please feel free to call a 

I Front Desk Agent to purchase your tickets 
today 802.878.1 100 





72 Church Street 
Burlington • 863-4226 

;AT 9AM-9:30PM • SUN I0AM-6PM, 


r.KissTheCoi 


COOK 

w 


Plus other 
great deals on 
quality kitchen 
r cutlery! = 




'"‘““““"SEVEN DAYS! 


Happy holidays from all of us at 
Caledonia Spirits! 



SD: What did you like most about 
the job? 

MS: My greatest joys have been the 
servers I’ve hired, trained and remained 
close to upon leaving — we stay in touch. 

I have watched children grow up 
and marry and come back with their 
own young families. I have been part 
of people’s lives for so many years, they 
regard me as one of their [own], I could 
easily see hundreds of people in a week 
whose dining habits I've come to know, 
and whose names I know. 

SD: How have people's tastes 
changed since the 1970s? Are the 
same things popular now as then? 

MS: Back in the day, spaghetti and 
meatballs was the definite go-to dish. 
Now a lot of people prefer Mark’s 
lasagna, or some of his fabulous 
signature sauces. It does seem as though 
people are willing to spend more now 
than they did when I began. 

SD: What will you do when the 
restaurant closes? 

MS: I don’t plan on retiring, but I will 
take the winter months to breathe a bit. 
I want to spend some quality time with 
my mother, who built a house on the 
land my family owns. [It’s] across from 
the farmhouse we were raised in, where 
one of my sisters now lives. And enjoy 
some good Buffalo snowstorms. A lot of 
my [siblings] are in the area there, so I 
can be with them. 

We have two amazing granddaugh- 
ters who live in Fairfax, and I want to 
be here in Georgia with my family and 
be home at night for dinner. Catch the 
sunsets. 

I want to be able to do things on 
Saturdays! 



SD: Any possibility of staying on 
at the company once things start 
in Milton? 

MS: I would consider it an honor to 
work with Mark at the plant in the 
spring, but I’ll enjoy the down time in 
between. I have movies to catch up on 
and some writing I’ve been Dying to do, 
and remodeling at home. 

SD: What will you miss about the 
restaurant? 

MS: I will so miss the people. 
Sometimes I go in early, and the cafe 
is dark and quiet, and all you can hear 
is the ice machine. [Then] I realize it’s 
the clientele and the staff that light [the 
place] up, that give it spirit, and I know 
how very, very much I will miss that. ® 

Contact: hannah@sevendaysvt.com 
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via Facebook. They 
added that the team had 
“decided to put all of our 
efforts and attention into 
our flagship restaurant in 
Williston.” 


Michel's German Food, 
which opened in South 
Burlington in late August 
with a takeout menu 
of soups, schnitzels, 
sausage and spaetzle, 
shuttered without a trace 
a few weeks ago. Owner 
adoi von eynern failed 
to respond to repeated 
requests for comment. 


And finally, a few false 
reports of closings 
to lay to rest. In July, 
this paper noted that 
Middlesex snack shop 

NUTTY STEPH'S Would 

cut its nightlife series, 
which included weekly 
Bacon Thursday 
throwdowns. After the 
piece ran, Nutty Steph’s 
employee heather 
pospisil says she started 
hearing reports that the 


chocolatier had closed 
“People keep coming up 
to me like, ‘Oh, are you 
still open in Middlesex? 

I thought you were 
closed.’ At first I thought 
people were confused, 
and then it kept happen- 
ing,” she says. 

For the record, Nutty 
Steph's retail storefront 
beside red hen baking re- 
mains open Wednesday 
through Sunday, 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., selling hand- 
made chocolate, granola 
and other sweet treats. 
Those include a wildly 
popular new Bernie Bar 
made with Ecuadorian 
dark chocolate and 
a “liberal amount” of 
sea salt. 


Last week. Seven Days 
got a call from kitchen 

neal johnston. He said 
his business has been 
down since September, 
when former staffer 
Alice Levitt penned 
a story asking, “Why 


Are Top Vermont 
Restaurants Closing?” The 
article mentioned that the 
Richmond restaurant is 
up for sale; Johnston says 
he keeps hearing from 
readers who jumped to 
the conclusion that it 
has closed. So let it be 
known, without equivo- 
cation, that both Kitchen 
Table Bistro and its sister 
cafe, parkside kitchen, are 
still open! 


Likewise, South 
Burlington’s wooden spoon 
bistro remains alive and 
well, reports co-owner 
uza o'brien. “We've been 
getting a lot of calls from 
people wondering if we’re 
still open, or if we’re for 
sale, or what,” she says. 
“It’s been ridiculous.” 

Most of those calls 
stem from the departure 
of WSB chef-co-owner 
adam raftery. He headed 
to Manchester Center 
to serve as executive 
chef at the copper grouse 
at Taconic, a swanky 
new hotel from San 
Francisco-based Kimpton 
Hotels & Restaurants, 
which opened in 
November. 

But that did not 
spell the end for the 
Wooden Spoon or 
its sister restaurant, 
Burlington’s st. paul 
street gastrogrub. When 
Raftery left, sous chef 
jake denny took over the 
kitchen, O’Brien says. In 
fact, she notes, WSB has 
added fun new features, 
including a weekend 
pub menu — burg- 
ers, wings and other 
downscale snacks — and 
live music on Fridays 
and Saturdays. © 

CONNECT 

Follow us on Twitter for the 
latest food gossip! Hannah 
Palmer Eean: 



BLEU 

NEW YEARS EVE 201 5 


$75 PRIX FIXE MENU 
$100 WITHWINE PAIRINGS 
8PM - 12AM MUSIC B ANTHOM SANDR 


25 CHERR ST BURLINGdN, 8 0 2.864.8600. BLEIBOM 



PAULINE'S CAFE & RESTAURANT 


www.paulinescafe.com 

Celebrate 
New Year's Eve 

Special Dinner Menu 

Created bij Chef Davi d Hoene 
Thursday, December 31 / 4:30-9 :30pm 


New Year's Brunch 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
January 1-3, 2016 • 10:30am-2pm 

RESERVATIONS: (802) 862-1081 / 1834 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, VT 
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The Young Tradition Touring Group is tapping into the universal 
language of music. Twenty members strong, the section of Young- 
Tradition Vermont presents a preview of its upcoming concert tour 
of the American West Coast and Ireland, showing off instrumental, 
dancing and singing chops. Featuring auditioned performers ages 12 
through 20, a dynamic program breathes new life into folk music from 
the United States and Quebec, and even boasts a “Kentucky-ized” Irish 
tune. As member Addison White says on the YTV website, “Young 
Tradition Vermont does an incredible job of making connections 
through music, from England to Scotland, to Ireland, to New England, 
to Quebec — connections that bring people together.” 

YOUNG TRADITION TOURING GROUP 

Monday, December 28,7 p.m., at High School Campus, Lake Champlain Waldorf 
School, in Shelburne. $10. Info. 233-5293. youngtraditionvermont.org 


Step Right Up 

- one, come all! Centered on a freestanding 
aerial sculpture, the acrobats, contortionists and 
dexterous jugglers of Nimble Arts create a gravity- 
defying dreamworld in Mirage! A Circus 
Life. Audience members of all ages are 
drawn into an alternate reality constructed 
through poetry, music and stunning 
physical feats, where performers 

physics with jaw-dropping 
results. Boasting talent from 
renowned outfits such as Cirque du Soleil, 
Ringling Bros, and Barnum & Bailey, the eight- 
person, Brattleboro-based ensemble inspires endless 
shock and awe. Trapeze artists, aerialists and clowns 
present a high-flying 
exploration of identity, 
community and diversity 
at the Spruce Peak Performing 

MIRAGE! A CIRCUS LIFE’ 

Sunday, December 27,7 p.m., at Spruce Peak 
Performing Arts Center, Stowe Mountain Resort. $20- 
18. Info, 760-4634. sprucepeakarts.org 


Rural Rituals 



Those who long for simpler times are 
transported to the late 19th century at Billings 
Farm & Museum’s Christmas at the Farm. 
Leading up to the holiday, history buffs and 
folks curious about days gone by immerse 
themselves in authentic period activities — 
think ornament making, candle dipping and 
touring the decked-out 1890 farmhouse. Should 
Mother Nature decide to grace the Green 
Mountain State with some snow, cold-weather 
warriors can hit the hills on jack-jumper sleds 
or glide over the grounds by horse-drawn 
sleigh. Topping off this festive blast from the 
past are daily interactive programs such as 
Introduction to Milking. When in 1890... 

CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM 

Wednesday, December 23, ' ursday, December 24. 
and Saturday, December 26, through Wednesday, 
December 30, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., at Billings Farm & 
Museum in Woodstock. See website for additional 
dates. $4-14; free for members and kids 2 and 
under. Info, 457-23 5 5. billingsfarm.org 
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mSCWVER 

StJobnsbury 


KINGDOM 

TAPROOM 

Serving craft beer, wine and spirits 
downtown St. Johnsbury. 
Complemented by o small but diverse n 
focusing on locally-sourced foods. 


MUMMENSCHANZ 

DAZZLING • INSPIRING 
WITTY • JOYFUL • SINCE 1972 


Fairbanks 

MUSEUM 

& planetarium 


TUE 1/19, 7:00 PM 
FULLER HALL, ST. JOHNSBURY 
TICKETS: KCPPRESENTS.ORG 
OR CALL 888-757-5559 


397 RAILROAD STREET, ST. JOHNSBURY 
802.424.1355 • KINGDOMTAPROOM.COM 


HfiPPY HOLIDAYS 

IT’S ALWAYS SUMMER HERE 


WND&WVS® 


HOURS 10-6 MON-SAT 

688 PINE ST, BURLINGTON • WNDNWVS.COM • 802.540.2529 




LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT 5 


WED.23 « P.54 


Burlington. 6-7 p.m. S10. Info. 578-9243. 

RECOVERY COMMUNITY YOGA: A stretching ses- 

Burlington. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Free. Info. 861-3150. 
VINYASA FLOW YOGA: Breathe In. breathe outi 

Info. 540-01B6. 

349-0026. 

holidays 

BLUEBIRD FAIRIES HOLIDAY SHOP: Fairy card 

238-4540. 

CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM: Families celebrate 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: Volunteers 
bows to benefit ANEW Place. 

WILD LIGHTS 
FESTIVAL: Revelers 


language 

BEGINNER ENGLISH LANGUAGE CLASS: Students 

Fletcher Free Library. Burlington. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Free. Info, 863-3403. 


TRIBES': Billy was born deaf to a family that 

514-739-7944. 

music 

SONG CIRCLE: COMMUNITY SING-ALONG: Rich and 

Free. Info. 426-3581. 

outdoors 

SLEIGH RIDES: Giddyap! Horses trot folks over 

seminars 

LABOR IN AMERICA': J< 

Seniors. 1-2:30 p.m. Free. Info. 468-3093. 


864-1848. 


mas 

GO FOR A GOAT CHALLENGE: A visit 

KIDS’ OPEN GYM: Physical fitness is disguised 
Nazarene. Wllliston. 6-7 p.m. Free. Info. 878-8591. 

‘SEA MONSTERS: A PREHISTORIC ADVENTURE’: A 

13.50: free for kids 2 and under. Info. 864-1B48. 
STORY TIME & PLAYGROUP: Engrossing plots 

11:30 p.m. Free. Info. 426-3581. ^ 

STORY TIME FOR 3- TO S-YEAR-OLDS: 


Johnsbury Athenaeum.l0:30-ll:30 am. Free. Inf 



NAFTALI CITRON: 

The New ork City rabbi 

RUTLAND DEATH CAFE: Fol ks meet for a conversa- 
Pyramid Holistic Wellness Center. Rutland. 7-9 p.m. 


'MARY POPPINS’: A drab family gets a visit from a 

296-7000. 


THU. 24 

health & fitness 

COMMUNITY MINDFULNESS: Twenty minutes of 
Winooski Senior Center. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Free. Info. 

FORZA: THE SAMURAI SWORD WORKOUT: 

North End Studio A. Burlington. 6:30-7:30 p.m. $10. 


INPOWER YOGA: Ambitious yogis take on 

540-0186. 

PRENATAL YOGA CLASS: Si 


CHRISTMAS AT THE FARM: See WE0.23. 
CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER: Festive foodies fete area 

HELPING HANDS GIFT WRAP: See WED.23. 

HARDWICK STORY TIME: Kids up to age 6 sit tight 
Library. Hardwick. 10-11 a.m. Free. Info. 472-5948. 

PLAINFIELD PRESCHOOL STORY TIME: Tykes ages 


language 

MANDARIN CHINESE CLASS: Language lovers prac- 
South Burlington. 7-8:30 p.m. Free. Info. 503-2037. 


Buriington. 8-9:30 


montreal 

TRIBES’: See WED.23. 


HOLIDAY DINNER: A scrumptious spread brings 


SLEIGH RIOES: 


Christmas at 

St. Paul's Cathedral 


December 24, Christmas Eve 

4:00 p.m. Christmas Pageant and Holy Eucharist 
930 p.m. Choral Music and Carols, with string quartet 
10:00 p.m. Festal Holy Eucharist 
December 25, Christmas Day 
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
Sunday, December 27 
1 0:00 a.m. Lessons and Carols 
and Holy Eucharist 


All are 
welcome! 


RECOVERY COMMUNITY YOGA: See WED.23. 

holidays 

CHRISTMAS DINNER: Traditional, vegetarian and 



FRI.25 

dance 

OPEN-LEVEL IMPROVISATION: Structured 

B. Buriington. 6:30-8 p m $12. Info. 363-5544. 


NEED TO FEED: The Italian eate y closes its doors 
Burlington, noon-3 p.m. Free. Info. 862-1234. 

health & fitness 

COMMUNITY HATHA YOGA: Students move at 


Find all your 
last-minute 
holiday gifts 


oemx 


191 Bank Street, Downtown 
BURLINGTON 
802.448.3350 

21 Essex Way, ESSEX 
802.872.7111 

2 Center Street, RUTLAND 
802.855.8078 

www.phoenixbooks.biz 


SAT.26 » P.58 





calendar 



Winterjust got a little bit 

cooler! 



■ Two nights accommodations at Hotel Vermont 

■ A $1,000 Burton Snowboards shopping spree for two 

■ Two all-access passes to Stowe Mountain Resort 

■ Dinner for two at Burlington's Hen of the Wood 



Enter to win at: vermontvacation.com 




share 


More people are enjoying the freedom and cost 
savings that come from sharing instead of owning. 
And you can, too! 

Sign up by January 31 and we'll waive your 
application fee and give you $20 in driving credits - 
a S50 value. Use promo code Happy2016. 


’carshane 

vermond 


carsharevb.org 


Join bhe movement. 


FRI.25 « P.57 

SAT.26 

DEMON & FAIRY DRAWING SESSION: 


TORCHLIGHT PARADE >. FIREWORKS DISPLAY: 


preregister for kids' parade. Info, 228-1600. 

film 

Center. St. Johnsbury. 5:30 & 7:30 p.m. $4-9. Info, 

IIVING IN THE AGE OF AIRPLANES': See WED.23, 
11:45 am. & 1:45 & 3:45 p.m. 

MEDITERRANEAN Shown in French with English 
subtitles, this 2015 drama follows two men who 

Arts Center. SL Johnsbury. 5:30 &7:30 p.m. S4-9. 
Info. 748-2600. 

’RED ARMY': Part of the Woodstock Vermont Film 



WARREN MILLER'S CHASING SHADOWS': The 

Stowe Mountain Resort, 7 p.m. S12. Info. 760-4634. 


hotel guests. Info, 434-6804. 

REINDEER AT ECHO: Animal 

Farm. ECHO Leahy Center 
Burlington.il a.m. & 12:80 & 

2 p.m. $10.50-13.50; free for 


BIRD MONITORING WALK: Experienced ornithol- 

Info, 434-2167. ^ 

SLEIGH RIDES: See WED.23. 

seminars 

VC AM'S DIGITAL EDITING CERTIFICATION: Adobe 

toFs permission. VCAM Studio. Burlington. 11 am. 


•MARY POPPINS': See WED.23. 


community 

COMMUNITY MINDFULNESS WITH THE CENTER 
FOR MINDFUL LEARNING: Peaceful people gather 


games 

NORTHERN VERMONT SCRABBLE CLUB: 


health & fitness 

CORE YOGA FLOW SERIES: Creative sequencing 


flexibill y. Zenith Studio. Montpelier. 4:30-6 p.m. 
S16. Info. 598-5876. 

PRENATAL YOGA CLASS: See WED.23. 10:30-11:30 


OK ABC PRACTICE: A: Who am 17 B: W 

dance 

BALKAN FOLK DANCING: Louise Brill and friends 

540-1020. 

MIRAGE! A CIRCUS LIFE': Nimble Arts jugglers. 

p.m. $20-48. Info. 760-4634. 


E': See SAT.26.1, 5:30 &7:30 p.m. 



FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SE 



health & fitness 

GENTLE YOGA WITH JILL LANG: See WED. 23. 
MORNING FLOW YOGA: See WED.23. 10-11 am 


POSTNATAL REHAB: See WE0.23. 
PRENATAL BALLET BARRE: See WED.23. 
PRENATAL YOGA CLASS: See WED.23. 



holidays 

CHRISTMAS ATTHE FARM: See WED.23. 
HOLIDAY WEEK EVENTS: See SAT.26. 2-4:30 p.lT 
WILD LIGHTS FESTIVAL: See WE0.23, 10 am-5 


CRANKIE WORKSHOP: Modern Times" eaters 



CRUISERS' & CRAWLERS' PLAY & STAY STORY 





montreal 


music 

YOUNG TRADITION TOURING GROUP: Regional 



outdoors 

sports 

RUNNING OF THE BEARS SK: Mountain views 



TUE.29 

SITE-SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE PROJECT: See 


community 




Spruce Peak 


PERFORMING 
Arts Center 

WARREN MILLER'S 
CHASING SHADOWS 
Saturday, December 26, 7PM 


MIRAGE! A CIRCUS LIFE 

Sunday, December 27, 7PM 


ADAM EZRA GROUP 
Boston Rootj Roch Band 
Wednesday, December 30, 
7:30PM 



BEETHOVEN’S 
NINTH SVMPHONV 

Green Mountain Mahler Festival 
Saturday, January Z 730PM 


CHAD HOLLISTER BAND 

Saturday, January 16, 730PM 


NOBBV REED PROJECT 

Saturday, January 23, 730PM 


COMEDIAN ETTA MAV 

Thursday, January 28, 730PM 


122 Hourglass Dr., Stowe 
760-4634 

SprucePeabArts.org 



VERMONT 




&io(idcufi 



FOR FULL EVENTS CALENDAR VISIT 

goltewz.com.lam& 






classes 


) THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


S22/25-pound bag. All glazes 

Weekly on Thu., Feb. 4-Mar. 24, 

1 2:30-3 p.m. Option 2: Weekly on 
Thu.. Feb. 4-Mar. 24. 6-8:30 p.m. 
Option 3: Weekly on Wed.. Mar. 
30-May 18. 6-8:30 p.m. Cost 
$280/ person: $252/BCA mem- 
bers. Location: BCA Clay Studio. 

DIY: CROCHET CUP COZY: Kim 

person: S25.Z0/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Center. 135 Church 


2-Feb. 20. Portrait Tue./Thu., 

5 -.30-8:30 p.m.; Landscape: 

Sat, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cost 
$2SO/8-week session; classes 

Brickworks studios. 266 Pine St. 


burlington city 
arts 

BCA 


CLAY: MIXED LEVEL WHEEL: 

Dio.. Feb. 4-Mar. 24. 9:30 a.m.- 
noon. Option 2: Weekly on 77io.. 
Apr. 7-May 26. 9:30 am. -noon. 
Option 3: Thu., Apr. 7-May 26. 
6-8:30 p.m. Cost: $280/pe rson; 
$ 252/BCA members. Location: 
BCA Clay Studio, 250 Main St. 

CLAY: WHEEL THROWING:’ Is 



DESIGN: ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR: 

Feb. 4-Mar. 10. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Cost: $20S/person; SI84.50/BCA 

135 Church St, Burlington. 
DRAWING: Learn a variety of 

online). Instructor: Marc Nadel. 
Weekly on Wed.. Feb. 3-Mar. 

23. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: $224/ 
person; S20I.60/8CA members. 
Location: BCA Center. 135 Church 

DROP-IN: ADULT WHEEL: 


Location: BCA Clay Studio. 250 

DROP-IN: FAMILY WHEEL: 

on Fri., Feb. 5-May 20. 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Cost: $8/participant; $7/ 

BCA Clay Studio. 250 Main St. 

DROP-IN: LIFE DRAWING:' is 

Feb. IS). 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: 
570/person; $ 9/BCA members. 

St. Burlington. 

JEWELRY: Learn basic jewelry 


materials included. Instructor: 
Rebecca Macomber, Mon.. Feb. 

8. 6-9 p.m. Cost $35/person; 
531.50/BCA members. Location: 


LASER CUT PRINTMAKING: " 




3-Mar. 9. 6-8:30 p.m. Cost 5225/ 
person: S202.5O/BCA members. 


Loesel and Annika Rundberg. 
Weekly on Toe.. Feb. 2-23. 6-8 
p.m. Cost: 5270/person; 5243/ 

Studio and Generator 250 Main 

OIL PAINTING: Learn a variety 


Students are responsible for 
list online). Instructor: Linda 

2-Apr. 5. 6-8:30 p.m. Cost: $280/ 
person: S252/BCA members. 


Ages IS’. Weekly on Fri.. Feb. 
5-May 20. 8-10 p.m. Cost: $12/ 


St. Burlington. 

JEWELRY: RINGS: Come check 


St. Burlington. 

PHOTO: DIGITAL SLR: Explore 

Demystify F-stops. shutter 


nido 


9, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Cost: $170/ 
person; S753/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Center. 135 Church 
St, Burlington. 

PHOTO: MIXED LEVEL: Take your 


ence. Weekly on Wed., Feb. 

3-Apr. 6. 6-9 p.m. Cost 5295/ 
person; S26S.50/BCA members. 
Location: BCA Center. 135 Church 
St. Burlington. 

SELLING YOUR WORK WITH 

Beauty Studio, will walk you 


IMPROVISATIONAL QUILT 
WORKSHOP: Nido presents Ouilt 

patterns. Using solid fabrics in a 


Nido Fabric and Yam, 209 
College St. Suite 2E, Burlington. 
Info: 881-0068. info@nldovLcom. 


DROP-IN: PRESCHOOL ART: 

Weekly on 7hu.. Feb. 4-May 19. 
9:30-71:30 a.m. Cost: SS/child; 

BCA Center. 135 Church St. 


FEMMECHANICS: Learn to fix 

Jan. 4. 17 & 18. 6-9 p.m. Cost: 

5 95/3 3-hour classes. Location: 
Bike Recycle Vermont 664 

Christine Hill. 339-223-0722. 


PATCHWORK I: NEW 2016 

CLASS!: In this two-part class. 

projects. Participants will make 


wich, quilt and bind their patch- 
work top. Tue. & Wed., Jan. 5 & 
6, 6-9 p.m. Cost 5705/2 3-hour 

and Yam. 209 College St, Suite 
2E, Burlington, Info: 881-0066, 

LEARN TO SEW AT NIDO: Take 




rials Incl. Location: 
and Yarn, 20 9 College St.. 



ADULT: METALS 1: Instructor: 







$ 225/10 classes of 90+ min. 


VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 




certified 6th Degree Black Belt 




55 Leroy fid.. Williston. Info: 
660-4072Jutio@bJjuso.com, 


LEARN TO MEDITATE: Through 




pilates 

EMPOWER PILATES: Gl 


well-being 

THE HEART OF SOUND: S< 


Shambhala Center. 1875. 




rectly in a 3D way. Not a BOSU 
or roller! Stability. Mobility & 

Please pre-register. Cost $15/ 
905 Roosevelt Hwy., Ste. 100, 


SNAKE-STYLE TAI CHI CHUAN: 


joyful and more Meg Ruby is 




Cost: $175/3 days; S50 dep. re- 
Burlington, ZOO Main St.. Suite 9. 
860-6203. jfcristel61f®hotmai/. 

yoga 

EVOLUTION YOGA: Evolution 




Cost: $75/dass; $I30/I0-class 

HONEST YOGA. THE ONLY 
DEDICATED HOT YOGA FLOW 
CENTER: Honest Yoga offers 

trainings at the 200- and 

or $130/10-class card: $12/ 
SlOO/lO-class punch card. 

15 0 Dorset St.. Blue Mall, next to 
Info: 497-0136. honestyogastu 




2-for-l offer. $15. Location: North 
End Studio B, 294 N, Winooski 
Ave., Burlington. Info: 999-9963. 

YOGA ROOTS: Yoga Roots 

ings: New Yeafs Eve Yoga, an 
of 2015 and welcome 2016 with 


to: 985-0090, yogarootsvt 



’tisthe season 


to be inspired - gifts to share, 
to keep, to give, to love 


bennington 
potters 

free gift wrapping | w 

127 college street, burlington 
mon-fri 10-9; sat 10-6; sun 11-5 | 802.863.2221 


ship anywhere | gift certificates 


ETHAN ALLEN 


COLORFUL 
TABLE LINENS 
BENNINGTON 
POTTERY 
DECORATIVE 
ACCESSORIES 
GLASSWARE 
VT MADE, 

FAIR TRADE 

& RECYCLED 

OPTIONS 

CANDLES 

GREETING 

CARDS 

BAKEWARE 

HOLIDAY 

DECORATIONS 

FUN STUFF 

FURNITURE 

MUCH MORE 


WINTER SALE! 

25% OFF 


ANY TWO SPECIAL ORDER ITEMS OF YOUR CHOICE 


You won’t believe this is Ethan Allen! 


ETHAN ALLEN 


2735 SHELBURNE RD 


MONDAY-SATURDAY 10-5 
SUNDAY 12-4 


Add/Like 
Us On: 


ethanallenvt.com 







Jingle Jams 


music 


An all-lo'ccU holiday playtist 

BY DAN BOLLES 


A s the old song goes, there’s no place 
like home for the holidays. And no 
matter how far away you go, there’s 
nothing like Vermont-made holiday 
music. (In certain cases, literally nothing.) 
With that in mind, we’ve dug through decades 
of Vermont music to put together a playlist 
featuring the best — and sometimes strangest 
— local holiday music we could find. 


Physics Club, “It’s Christmas” 

Any true discussion of Vermont-made holiday 
music — and thus any playlist —should start with 
Physics Club. The Swale-related trio has produced 
three original Christmas albums: A Very Special Time 
Together (2007), A Physics Club Christmas (2008) and 
CHRISTMAS (2011). They’re all local classics. 

2 Don't expect to find sentimental chestnuts such as 
8 “White Christmas” or “Baby, It’s Cold Outside." What 
j» makes the PC records great is their blend of idiosyn- 

« cratic humor and minimalist production, which serves 
g to create a gently dysfunctional take on the holidays. 

3 Think A Charlie Brown Christmas if Chuck were in his 
early thirties and still, well, Charlie Brown. With little 
more than keyboards, a drum machine, singsong melo- 

m dies and the occasional sleigh bell, the trio riffs on less 
° celebrated holiday traditions, such as being penniless 

~ (“Broke," 2007), being drunk at the Christmas Eve late 

jjj service (“Tipsy at Midnight Mass,” 2008) and, as on 
S this cut from the 2011 record, hitting the bars with old 

friends when you go home for the holidays. 

> Jazzin’ Hell, “Sleigh Ride to 
1 Heck” 

3 James Kochalka is Vermont’s reigning king of puerile 
rock. So it shouldn't come as a surprise that he’s 
been responsible for some quirky Christmas classics. 
“Sleigh Ride to Heck" actually predates his Superstar 
status, as it was written with his old band, Jazzin’ Hell, 
in the 1980s. “The elves are full of cheer / The kids 
<j are tucked in bed / But Santa ain't cornin’ / We’re on 

=1 a sleigh ride to heck,” he sings over sleigh bells and 


the kind of rudimentary Casiotone beat that would 
become a Kochalka signature. 

Diane Zeigler, “December in 
Vermont” 

Not all Vermont holiday music is weird. In fact, some 
of it is beautiful. Exhibit A: “December in Vermont” 
by Diane Zeigler, from her 2004 holiday album of 
the same name. The song is a rootsy, evocative ballad 
made for cozying up in the warm hearth of kith 
and kin. 

Francesca Blanchard, “Petit 
Papa Noel” 

Speaking of beautiful Christmas music, it doesn't get 
much prettier than “Petit Papa Noel,” from bilingual 
chanteuse Francesca Blanchard. Released on the 2014 
Putumayo comp French Christmas, the tune bears all 
the elegance and grace of a French-language carol, 
with none of the grating Celine Dion-ness. 

Eastern Mountain Time, “Not 
on Christmas Eve” 

If you’re sad and lonely — and tipsy — at Christmas, 
this alt-country tearjerker could be the perfect gift for 
you. Or the worst possible gift. 

Woods Tea Co., “The Waterfall” 

“The Waterfall” is one of two songs recorded by local 
folk icons the Woods Tea Co. for a holiday album that 
never materialized — both tunes appear on the end of 
WTC’s 2008 album, The Passage. Fun fact: Late WTC 


founding member Chip Chase kept a fully decorated 
Christmas tree in his house all year long. Meaning he 
probably would have liked this next one... 

Amber deLaurentis & Tom 
Cleary, “All Year Long” 

This jazzy little pop tune captures the excitement 
of waiting all year for Christmas to come. Given 
deLaurentis' soaring delivery and the near-orchestral 
arrangement, we could see spinning tills one in July. 

The Plastic Billionaires, “Baby, 
It’s Cold Outside” 

If you really listen to the lyrics of the original “Baby, 
It’s Cold Outside,” the song becomes a little, well, 
unseemly. (“Say, what’s in this drink?”) So maybe 
try this 2009 version reimagined by the Plastic 
Billionaires, in which the predator)' wolf-mouse 
dynamic of the original is set to financial, rather than 
sexual, coercion. 

Swale, “Snow Angel” 

Swale’s recently released Christmas EP, Kiss Mess, is 
in some ways precisely what you’d expect from the 
revered local art-rock band. It is by turns gloomy, 
pretty, sad and slyly funny. On “Snow Angel," vocalist 
Amanda Gustafson, backed only by sparsely plucked 
banjo and ghostly chimes, delivers a haunting turn 
that evokes the beauty and desolation of a bleak 
midwinter. (Disclosure: The author’s brother, Tyler 
Bolles, plays bass in Swale.) 

JINGLE JAMS »P.66 



GOT MUSIC NEWS? DAN@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


s@und bites 

BY DAN BOLLES 



GRACE TOTTER 


2015 Music News in 
Review 

2015 was a fascinating year in the 
local music scene. January through 
December was marked by major 
milestones, major controversies (both 
real and imagined) and, as always, killer 
music. So before we turn the page to 
2016, let’s take a moment and look back 
on some of the stories that rocked us in 
the year that was. 

Grace Notes 

grace potter is not only a homegrown 
rock star, she's one of the most divisive. 
That trend continued in spectacular 
fashion in 2015. 

In April, Potter announced she’d be 
releasing a solo album, Midnight, and 
would tour in support of the record 
that summer sans nocturnals. Rumors 
that Potter would one day ditch her 
longtime backing band to reap the spoils 
of solo stardom had run rampant in 
Vermont for years. The announcement, 
coupled with a website redesign that 
omitted any mention of the Nocturnals, 
seemed to finally lend the rumors some 
credence. Then shit got weird. 


Shortly after Potter's announcement, 
Noes guitarist scott tournet made 
an announcement of his own on his 
Tumblr page: He wouldn't be touring 
with Potter in support of Midnight. 

On the surface, that wasn’t exactly a 
revelation. Midnight is, after all, a solo 
record. Potter didn’t tour with Tournet 
to support his solo efforts, either. But 
what he wrote next ignited speculation 
that Potter was not only striking out on 
her own for Midnight-, the move might 
be permanent. 

“At this time I can’t comment any 
further on anything except to say 
THANK YOU for all the support you 
have shown the band and me over the 
years,” Tournet wrote. “It has been a 
tremendous ride and meant the world 
to me. I sincerely mean that. THANK 
YOU. THANK YOU. THANK YOU.” 

In an August cover story in Seven 
Days, Potter said, “I have every 
intention of bringing the Nocturnals 
back." But she also cautioned that she 



didn’t know when that might be, and 
that the band might not be exactly the 
same when it reunites. 

In the meantime, Potter enjoyed her 
biggest year to date. She toured with 
the rolling stones. She sang the national 
anthem to open the 2015 NFL season 
in front of a national prime-time TV 
audience. And Midnight, on which she 
ditched blues-rock in favor of dance- 
pop, has largely been a critical success 
— though it didn’t chart quite as highly 
as either of the last two Noes records. 

Still Gravy After All 
These Years 

2015 saw several venerable music 
institutions reach significant 
milestones. 

Radio Bean, the little hipster haunt 
that could, turned 15. Honky Tonk 
Tuesday, the popular weekly country 
residency hosted there by brett hughes, 
turned 10. Shortly after that birthday, 
Hughes handed the reins to a new 
ringleader, local songwriter eric george. 

Fabled Burlington punk club 
242 Main celebrated its 30th(ish) 
anniversary. The hardcore haven in 
the basement of Memorial Auditorium 
scored some national shine from online 
media outlet VICE, which picked up 
on a Seven Days cover story on 242 
in January. That story revealed how 
Vermont senator and presidential 
hopeful bernie sanders played a role in 
the club’s birth in the 1980s, when he 
was mayor of Burlington. 

The VICE headline, “How Bernie 
Sanders Shaped the Northeast Punk 
Scene,” might be a case of clickbait-y 
overreach. But it is true that the teen 
center would not have come into being 
without the Mayor’s Youth Office, 
which Sanders installed, or had he 
not overturned a previous mayor’s 
Foof/oose-like ban on rock music 
performed in public spaces. On that, we 
can all feel the Bern. 

Nectar’s turned 40. Or was it 
Nector’s? In either case, the iconic 
downtown Burlington nightclub 
celebrated four decades of gravy fries 


For up-to-the-minute news abut the 
local music scene, follow @DanBolles 
on Twitter or read the Live Culture blog: 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 
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Jingle Jams «pm 
Victor Rudolph 
Gittens, “Christmas 
Everyday” 

This calypso-tinged number from 
Barbados native Victor Rudolph 
Gittens is like Vermont’s answer to 
“Feliz Navidad," but with way more 
sleigh bells. It also takes a Christmas 
miracle to find. 

Electric Halo, “O Holy 
Night” 

“O Holy Night” is easily one of the 
most frequently covered devotional 
Christmas songs in history. And from 
“South Park’"s Eric Cartman to Josh 
Groban, the variety of ways it’s been 
performed is mind-boggling. But 
we’ll take Electric Halo’s 
version, from the duo’s 
2012 album, A Very 
Electric Halo Christmas. 

Why? Because the 
famous melody is 
played on Johnnie Day 
Durand’s spooky musical 

that’s why. 

James Kochalka 
Superstar, “Beautiful 
Christmas Lights” 

This twinkling little gem comes from 
JKS’ 1997 major-label record Monkey 
vs. Robot. (Spotify erroneously lists 
it as “Beautiful Christmas Girls.”) 

Like Kochalka’s best work, the song 
juxtaposes his singular brand of 
childlike innocence with darker 
undercurrents and more adult urges. 
“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s 
wife / But you sure have beautiful 
Christmas lights," he sings. 

Myra Flynn, “Harvest” 

There’s nothing explicitly Christmasy 
about “Harvest,” the 2010 single from 
Myra Flynn, until about halfway in. 
That’s when Gregory Douglass drops 
in and the song becomes sort of like 
a modern postscript to “Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside.” “Christmas means I've 
already moved on,” sings Flynn as 
Douglass responds, “So goodbye for 
now. I’ve already lost you.” It’s actually 
way more uplifting than that sounds. 

Scott Mangan & Joshua 
Glass, “Santa Claus Is 
Coming to Town” 

Another well-covered classic. But 
where more famous versions by the 


likes of the Jackson 5 and Bruce 
Springsteen anticipate Santa's 
impending arrival with glee, Vermont 
expat Scott Mangan does something 
else entirely on this selection from the 
Joshua Glass-orchestrated 2012 record 
Merry Christmas From Burlington. 
Adopting a sinister Tom Waits rasp 
over Glass’ minor-key arrangement, 
he growls the line “Santa Claus is 
coming to town” not as celebration 
but as threat. 

Terri Conti, “The 
Chipmunk Song 
(Christmas Don’t Be 
Late)” 

Merry Christmas From Burlington is 
i goldmine for local holiday 

So here’s another cut 
from that compilation: 
accordionist Terri 
Conti’s take on the 
high-pitched classic 
from Alvin, Simon 
and Theodore. It's 
instrumental and actually 
way less grating than 
sped-up singing chipmunks. 

Strange Manor, “Weez 
Wish You a Merry 
Christmas” 

This mashup of Weezer’s “My Name Is 
Jonas” and the traditional “We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas” comes to us 
from California by way of Vermont 
expat Arthur Adams (the Lazy 
Songwriter) and his band Strange 
Manor. Featured on their recently 
released Strange Manor Christmas 
Volume 9, it sounds exactly like what 
would happen if you fused those two 
songs together. (Hint: like a goddamn 
Christmas miracle.) 

The Mountain Says No, 
“Christmas Sled” 

“Christmas Sled" is actually the 
first recordingt’he Mountain Says 
No ever released. It’s sweet and 
sentimental and rockin’. It’s also a 
fine dissection of the varying steering 
mechanisms available on sleds these 
days. It's especially recommended for 
Lemonheads fans. “A sled without a 
rudder’s like a sled without a rudder..." 

Guster, “Carol of the 
Meows” 

It’s “Carol of the Bells" sung in cat 
meows. By Guster. Meowy Christmas! © 
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and rock music with blowout shows 
all year long. As an added bonus, the 
decades-long debate over whether 
original owner nectar rorris spells his 
name with an A or an O was finally, if 
messily, settled. 

While those benchmarks were 
impressive, they still fall far short of 
that of WRUV 90.1 FM. The University 
of Vermont college radio station 
celebrated 60 years of being “Your 
better alternative." 

Odds and Ends 

After years of planning and fundraising 
and at least one location change, the 
first couple of local comedy, natalie 
miller and nathan hartswick, opened 
their bricks-and-mortar venue, the 
Vermont Comedy Club, in November. 
And the early returns have been 
glowing. 

While the club’s weekly slate of 
regional and national touring comics 
and improv troupes is impressive, the 


real boon is to the local comedy scene 
itself, which finally has a legit home. 
Comedy has exploded in Vermont in 
recent years, both in terms of quality 
and quantity. With a dedicated stage 
on which to hone their chops, local 
comedians will likely make even greater 
strides in 2016. 


There were some huge shows in 
Vermont this year, perhaps none bigger 
than NEiLyouNG at the Champlain 
Valley Exposition in July. Following 
an unfortunate ticketing snafu in April 
that led to lengthy waits — and wild 
accusations of foul play directed at 
Higher Ground Presents and FlynnTix 
— Young thrilled a near-capacity crowd 
in Essex Junction. 


It was a good year for festivals in 
Vermont. In May, Waking Windows 
enjoyed its biggest and best showing 
yet, turning all of downtown Winooski 
into a giant rock club. In October, WW 
also branched out into a new market 
— Portland, Maine — for a one-day 
mini-fest. 

The Burlington Discover Jazz 
Festival was a smashing success, 
highlighted by the great mavis staples 
throwing down on the Flynn MainStage. 

Given uncertainty around its adopted 
home in the fields behind Burlington 
College, the Precipice downsized to a 
weekend-long, prom-themed bash at 
Radio Bean. Look for a return to larger, 
outdoor environs in 2016. 

The Tweed River Music Festival 
returned in spectacular fashion in 
July, after a one-year hiatus. In its 
new location in Waitsfield, the three- 


day twangfest was a riotous hoedown 
loaded with greats of both local and 
national renown. 

The Valley Stage Music Festival in 
Huntington ended its 10-year run in 
August. Though fans mourn the loss of 
one of Vermont’s best small festivals, 
organizer don sheldon has stayed busy, 
curating the excellent, monthly-ish folk 
series P.M. Sundays in Richmond and 
presenting other one-off shows around 
the region under the Valley Stage 
banner. 


Local children’s songwriter chris 
dorman’s 2015 album, Always There, was 
in consideration for a 2016 Grammy. 
Dorman didn’t make the final cut. But 
next year’s Grammy Awards will still 
have a mild local flavor, rocky dawuni's 
record. Branches of the Same Tree, 
released on Charlotte-based imprint 
Cumbancha, scored a nomination for 
Best Reggae Album. 


Last but not least, we said goodbye to 
some talented friends in 2015. 

Songwriter maryse smith left 
Burlington for the City of Brotherly 
Love in December. Before she moved to 
Philadelphia, she was kind enough to 
leave behind one of the best Vermont- 
made records in years, The Way It Is. 
Doom Service's justin gonyea also left 
town in December for Seattle. Maybe 
he'll run into songwriter ryan fauber, 
who landed in the Emerald City earlier 
in the year. 

2015 also saw the passing of some 
important and beloved figures in 
local music. Trombonist, bandleader 
and educator rick davies died in early 
December after a long battle with 
cancer. Vermont Reggae Festival 
founder, WRUV faculty adviser and 
internationally renowned debate 
professor dr. Alfred "tuna - snider also 
passed in December. ® 
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WED. 23 


burlington 

THE DAILY PLANET: Chris Peterman & Joe Capps 
HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Bad Santa Party. 3 



JUNIPER: Ray Vega/Mercurii Ensemble (jazz), 8 
LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE: Cody Sargent Trio (jazz). 


MANHATTAN PI 


NECTAR’S: Vinyl Night with Swale & Disco 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE (BURUNGTON): Josh 


VERMONT COMEDY CL 


Yup. We’re Sure Hank Done It This Way On A Tribute to Hank Williams Live!. Boston's 

girls guns and glory, well, pay tribute to Hank Williams. The album is composed of several of the country godfather's most timeless 
tunes, as well as a selection of lesser-known deep cuts. Each is presented with a deep reverence to Hank. But the band infuses its own 
inimitable honky-tonk style into the words and music of “the Hillbilly Shakespeare,” raising the record well above mere hero worship. 
Catch Girls Guns and Glory at the Higher Ground Showcase Lounge in South Burlington this Tuesday, December 29. Maine country- 
rockers the Malle tt Brothers Band open. 


PIECASSO PIZZERIA 8, LOUNGE: Trivia Night. 7 


FRI.25 


chittenden county 
barre/montpelier 

POSITIVE PIE (MONTPELIER): White Out (white 
Party). 10 p.m.. $5. 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE (MONTPELIER): Cajun Jam 



SWEET MELISSA'S: Wine Down with D. Davis 


stowe/smuggs area 

MOOGS PLACE: Tim Brick (country). B p.m., free. 


middlebury area 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & STAGE: Trivia 
Night. 7 p.m.. free. 

northeast kingdom 

JASPER'S TAVERN: Below Zero Blues Jam. 7:30 
PARKER PIE CO.: Trivia Night. 7 p.m.. free. 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. 10 p,m„ Free. 



MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: H. 
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REVIEW this 

Gneiss, Release EP 

(SELF-RELEASED. CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

In geological terms, gneiss is a high- 
grade metamorphic rock formed 
by the metamorphosis of granite or 
other sedimentary rock under high 
temperature and pressure. It is similar 
to slate, in that it’s composed of distinct 
mineral layers. However, gneiss is 
stronger and harder than slate and 
often has dazzling coloration. Fun fact: 
The oldest crustal rocks on Earth are 
3.5-billion-year-old gneiss found in 
western Greenland. In other words, the 
stuff is practically the foundation of the 
planet. 

In local-music terms, Gneiss are a 
Burlington rock band formed by the 
metamorphosis of foundational jam- 
band elements. The group’s recently 
released debut EP, Release EP, is 
composed of six cuts that reveal distinct 
layers of influences. Unfortunately, it 
appears the quartet’s metamorphosis 
isn’t quite complete. While Gneiss 
ably mimic the feel-good vibes of the 



Grateful Dead and the 1990s grooves 
of Strangefolk and Phish, there is little 
transformative about the EP. 

That’s not to say it's an unpleasant 
listen. "Change” is built around a 
bouncy mid-tempo groove, sunny 
guitar and keyboard riffs. "Mountain 
High” is a heartfelt ode to communing 
with nature. “Piano in Every Room” 
is a funky, spunky ode to music itself. 
“Northern Lights” shimmers and shifts 
with ethereal guitar and rippling keys. 
“Too Much” offers fat bass grooves. ‘Tee 
Jam” closes the EP with ominous space 

The problem is simply that there’s 
nothing new here. If you’ve paid even 
passing attention to the jam scene over 
the past 20 years, Gneiss don’t offer 
anything you haven’t heard done before, 
and often better. Release EP parrots the 


same noodle-y grooves, limp rhyme 
schemes and now-predictable song 
structures that have kept the festival 
scene wiggling for decades. There’s 
nothing inherently wrong with this, 
except that the band seems capable of 

Johnny Meli is a technically 
proficient and at times fiery guitarist 
Drummer Jacob Blodgett and bassist 
Jesse Cowan form a sturdy rhythm 
section that consistently locks in 
the groove. And keyboardist Naomi 
Galimidi has some sparkling moments 
that suggest she could be a special 
talent. Each member is a capable 
vocalist. The elements are there. 
Perhaps with a little more artistic 
heat and pressure — particularly in 
regard to arranging and songwriting 
Gneiss could forge those elements into 
something more like their namesake: 
strong, beautiful and unique. 

Gneiss play the Jericho Cafe & 
Tavern on Friday, January 1. Release EP 
is available at gneissmusic.com. 

DAN BOLLES 


Little Slugger, Little 
Slugger 

(SELF-RELEASED. CD. DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Upon finishing the 40-ish minutes of 
Little Slugger's self-titled debut album, 
one could be forgiven for assuming 
they had just listened to a veteran band 
whose members spent a few years 
becoming comfortable in their sound, 
road-testing their catalog of songs to 
create their tightest set for an album 
release. It might come as a surprise to 
discover that the Burlington group is 
less than a year old. 

Though the band itself is still in its 
infancy, its members have legit local 
pedigrees. Multi-instrumentalists Ben 
Chugg (guitar, bass, vocals, trumpet) 
and Sam Bevet (vocals, guitar, bass) 
logged time in Busted Brix — the latter 
also plays with Fridge and the Spins and 
Eastern Mountain Time. Erin Cassels- 
Brown (vocals, guitar, bass, drums) is 
a member of North End Honeys and 
You Know Ono. Lead guitarist Greyson 
Webb and drummer Matt Usifer play 
with YKY and Fridge, respectively. 

Each of the album’s 11 tracks 
contains a blend of biting vocals and 
guitar riffs that are equal parts twang 
and crunch. Chugg's trumpet provides 



undeniable charm and glues the Little 
Slugger sound together. That charm 
first appears on the third track, “Bleed.” 
On the second verse, his brass stabs 
accent the vocal and guitar melodies 
before providing a swelling bed on 
which the vocals rest. 

“How to Live” offers traditional alt- 
country sentiments in the guitar leads 
and vocals. Lines such as “I’ve gotta put 
the hammer down / Get the hell out of 
town / Keep running to the end of the 
line” bring to mind hitting an empty 
highway in a ’69 Super Bee and gunning 
it in hopes of leaving problems in the 

“Autopilot" is a no-holds-barred 
shredder with Cobain-worthy 
screaming vocals and a downright 
smoldering guitar solo provided by 
guest Henry Webb. By this point on 
the album, it seems that Little Slugger 
realize they’ve done enough character 
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development. Here they unveil the 
album’s most powerful series of songs. 

“Sophia” is a high-energy love story 
driven by Tex-Mex-tinged trumpet 
melodies. That feel carries through to 
“Burlington Bar Scene,” where Chugg 
is joined by fellow Busted Brix alum 
Meghan O'Daniel on trumpet. 

“Whiskey Nights" presents the 
album’s strongest songwriting. The 
John McCauley-esque vocal grit is 
complemented by a melodic sensibility 
you could hear on the better albums by 
the Decemberists or Band of Horses. 
And once again, brass punctuations are 
used strategically. 

By album's end, listeners may feel 
like they've emerged from a roadhouse 
brawl. You'll get two black eyes from 
“Autopilot.” “Whiskey Nights" cuts 
like a broken bottle shank — but it also 
offers the warmth of a new girlfriend 
stolen from the 300-pound leader of 
a biker gang. The album has rowdy 
appeal, worth experiencing again and 

Little Slugger play Radio Bean in 
Burlington on Wednesday, December 
23, with You Know Ono. The album can 
be found at littleslugger.bandcamp.ee 


JEREMIAH JOHNSON 


LEARN . 
LAUGH / 
LOUNGE \ 

/ wtc\ 

aVJ 

WED 

STANDUP 


23 

Standup Open Mic 


IMPROV 

Open Improv lam 



HOME 
FOR THE 
HOLIDAY! 


SUN STANDUP 

27 Comedy Double Header 

UPCOMING SNOWS 

JOE ZIMMERMAN DEC 31 

CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT MIDNIGHT! 

GILBERT GOTTFRIED JAN 8 


ORDER YOUR TICKETS TODAY! 


GIVEtheGIFTof 

groove™ 



l>- M 

£ 


75 Main St, Buriirqtn VT 6B46555 
ta-Thur 10-9 Fri-Sat 10-10 Sun 10-6 

www.mlteniliillspipis.eini 


dr 





We’re here for you. 


ATTENTION LAST 
MINUTE SHOPPERS! 
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Man’s Men If your name is joe mansman, there are really only two 
professions you could pursue: lumberjack or the leader of a badass outlaw-country 
band. Fortunately for us, Glens Falls, N.Y.’s Joe Mansman chose the latter. Backed by 
the midnight revival band, Mansman delivers a hairy, muscular take on blues, rock and 
country that brims with twangy grit and seedy swagger. Joe Mansman and the Midnight 
Revival Band play Radio Bean in Burlington on Saturday, December 26. 


SAT.26 

burlington 

BLEU NORTHEAST SEAFOOD: Chris Peterman 

CLUB METRONOME: Retronome With DJ Fattie B 
f80s dance party). 9 p.m.. free/$5. 

FRANNY 0’S: Karaoke. 9 p.m.. free. 

HALFLOUNGE SPEAKEASY: Rumblecat (rock). 


JUNIPER: Alicia Phelps (folk), 9 p.m.. Free. 

LIGHT CLUB LAMP SHOP: Jennifer "Oh Lord" & the 
Riders of the Apocalypse (Jazz, cabaret). B p.m.. 
free. Taka [vinyl 0J).ll p.m.. free. 

NECTAR'S: Mike Pedersen |acousticrock).7 p.m.. 








Watch something LOCAL this week. 
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FEATURING: 

Kat Wright &■ The Indomitable Soul Band 
Ray Vega &- Tales From The Boogie Down 
Madaila • The Gregory Douglass Band 
Myra Flynn • The Bluegrass Gospel Project 
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I’ll Have a Blues Christmas Around nine o'clock on 

Christmas night, once the presents have been unwrapped, the goose eaten, the eggnog 
drained and the 14 th viewing of A Christmas Story is over, we need to get out of the damn 
house. And, for some of us, as far from family as possible. There's no better destination 
than blues Christmas at Nectar's. The free annual bash has become a Burlington 
tradition and is one of the liveliest gigs of the holiday season. This year, local blues ace 
seth yacovone hosts. And he'll be joined by a cavalcade of Vermont blues giants. If you’re 
in need of one last Christmas miracle, you’ll find it at Nectar’s on Friday, December 25. 


stowe/smuggs area 
northeast kingdom 

PHAT KATS TAVERN: Jay Natola (solo guitar). 9 

outside Vermont 

OLIVE RIDLEY’S: Karaoke with DJ Dana Barry. 9 


TUE.29 

burlington 

CLUB METRONOME: Dead Set (Grateful Dead 



NECTAR'S: Binger, Sleepy Hahas (funk. rock). 10 



Chittenden county 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: Girls Guns 
Mallett Brothers (country). B pm. $10/12. AA. 

ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Trivia Night 7 p.m.. free. 
WATERWORKS FOOD ♦ DRINK: Trivia. 7:30 p.m.. 


barre/montpelier 

BAGITOS BAGEL & BURRITO CAFE: The Peoples 
SWEET MELISSA'S: Bruce Jones (folk). S p.m.. free. 


stowe/smuggs area 

MOOGS PLACE: Jason Wedlock (rock). 7:30 p.m.. 



middlebury area 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & STAGE: 



barre/montpelier 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE (MONTPELIER): Cajun 

SWEET MELISSA'S: Wine Down with D. Davis 

(acoustic). 5 p.m.. free. The Shan y Rats (folk). 


stowe/smuggs area 

MOOGS PLACE: Dead Sessions Ute (Grateful 
PIECASSO PIZZERIA & LOUNGE: Trivia Night. 


middlebury area 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN LOUNGE & STAGE: 

Night. 7 p.m.. free. 

northeast kingdom 

PARKER PIE CO.: Trivia Night 7 p.m.. free. 


outside Vermont 

MONOPOLE: Open Mic. 10 p.m.. free. 




SNOW WILL COME. 

HAVE YOUR WINTER TIRES ON? 

CALL US TODAY! 



OUR WRENCH 
IS READY 
TO SERVE YOU. 


giriingtongarage.com 



HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
AGAINST DENGUE FEVER. 


6 month study Possible inpatient period 

Healthy adult* ages 18-50 in first 3 weeks of stud Y 
1 screening visit. Compensation: 

1 vaccination day, $1535-52435 

13 outpatient appointments, 
and several follow up 

phone calls VACCINE TESTING CENTER H 
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Page Counts 

"BOOKBODY," New City Galerie 



I n her essay “Almandal Grimoire: The 
Book as Magical Object,” Genese 
Grill writes, “A body, more than 
any other physical object except 
maybe a book, is a powerful portal to the 
spirit.” The treatise by the local artist, 
writer and educator is hand-bound with 
a letterpress cover. It is tucked among 
other handmade 
books on view at 
“BOOKBODY," the 
current exhibition 
at Burlington’s 
New City Galerie. Grill’s words should 
be emblazoned on the wall, as they per- 
fectly capture the show’s thesis, and the 
essay is a gem that many gallerygoers are 
likely to miss. 

The juried show features 13 artists 
selected from approximately 20 submis- 
sions. Works were chosen by New City 
Galerie artist-in-resident and assistant 
curator Susan Smereka, comic artist 
and illustrator Glynnis Fawkes, and Ben 
Aleshire of Honeybee Press. 

The concept of “BOOKBODY” arose 
from the fruits of Smereka’s labor while 
in residence at New City from May to 
October. “[The book] is an interesting 
form on multiple levels," she tells Seven 
Days. Smereka claims that she's “anx- 
ious to push the boundaries of the book,” 
and that it’s the “nuts-and-bolts way of 
looking at a book” that really interests 
her. She’s particularly fascinated by the 
correlation between the book body and 
the human body: Both have spines and 
faces, for example. 

At its heart, “BOOKBODY" is a show 
about text — what it is, how we record it, 
how accurately it can capture the truth 
of a person or experience, and how pow- 
erful it can become. The only work that 
references a specific volume is an over- 
size carved and painted wooden Bible 
by Memphis-based artist Edwin Jeffery 
Jr. Titled for Jeffery’s chosen cover illus- 
tration, "Daniel in the Lion's Den” is an 
invented Bible fashioned from a single 
solid piece of wood — a symbol of a book. 

In the same vein of book-as-sculpture 
are two textless works by Burlington 
artist Gregg Blasdel. One of these is 
“Graphite sewn book,” which he made 
in 1980. It is a sealed volume, its pages 
stitched tightly together and saturated 
to complete blackness with India ink. 


Physically bound as the book is, the effect 
is violent and exclusionary. Though it’s 
unclear whether the tome is the perpe- 
trator of the violence or the perpetrated, 
it has been granted a body through a 
challenge to what we understand a book 
to be — a collection of visible, tumable 
pages. 

The most traditional books on view 
are artist books by Nina Dubois, Steve 
Kostell, Donna Stepien and Smereka. 


Visitors are invited to flip through them, 
so long as they don white gloves. 

“The Little Biscuit” is Dubois’ riot 
grrrl-inspired journal featuring a hand- 
written introduction that pays homage 
to punk musician and activist Kathleen 
Hanna and the feminist ’zine move- 
ment she helped fuel in the early '90s. 
Only about half the pages in Dubois’ 
notebook are filled with collages and 
cutout poetry — it’s a work in progress. 




THE SHOW 18 ANYTHING 

PROVOKING 
QUESTIONSABOUTTHEOSEOF 
TEXTTO PRESERVE INFORMATION 
AND ENHANCE MEMORY. 


Altogether, it seems more artifact than 
art; however, its inclusion is a thought- 
fill nod to the political potential of the 
handmade book — self-published, self- 
distributed material as a critical tool of 
self-expression. 

Kostell’s books — "self-reflective” 
and “hot+cold” (a set); and “movement 
through arcana” — portray bodies- 
in-arrested-motion through digitally 
altered photographs and film stills. 
Craft is important to both books, with 
their nontraditional bindings; “self-re- 
flective” and “hot+cold” can be viewed 
as books but also unfold into posters, 
while “movement through arcana" has a 
“piano hinge” interlocking binding that 
gives it a distinctly mechanical look. 

Stepien’s “Widzi mi sie / It seems to 
me” is a handmade book with a stitched 
binding. Instead of cutting the threads, 
Stepien left long ones attached and 



ART SHOWS 


trailing behind the book, directly evok- 
ing the connection between the book 
arts and textile art. 

Works from Nina Gaby, Josh Oliver 
Turk and Noah Riskin are more experi- 
mental riffs on the structure of books and 
text. Gaby's “When I Was Japanese: 500 
Bowls, Guilt vs Shame, Imperfection, 
Mottaini” is tableau-as-scrapbook, an 
arrangement of four porcelain vases 
so delicate as to look like paper. Each 
contains rolled documents with words 
in English and Japanese. 

Turk’s “body” is similar in its agglom- 
eration of unbound “documents,” which 
include an empty pack of Marlboro 
menthols. His is the only work that 
directly addresses the transition from 
print format to digital, an excerpt from 
his lengthy prose 
asking, “and really 
how different is a cell 
phone from a body?” 

Enlisting simple 
science to enchanting 
effect, Riskin’s instal- 
lation, “Evolutionary 
Exuberance," reflects 
a poem onto the ceil- 
ing with a projector 
and a hanging plane 

are invited to shake 
the plane, which is 
suspended by wires, 
casting ripples on the 
projected image and 
altering the appear- 
ance and visibility of 
the text. 

Smereka says that before 
starting her residency she knew that she 
would be working with video installa- 
tion and that she wanted to make a book 
with multiple copies. In September, 
Smereka’s older brother Peter commit- 
ted suicide. The sudden loss infuses 
both of her works on view, the book “not 
not still" and the video installation “Not 
Not Bubbly Flow.” 

The perfect-bound softcover book 
“not not still” is dedicated to Smereka’s 
brother. Copies are available for sale, 
lined up beneath the originals of the 
pen-and-ink drawings inside the 
volume. These, most of which Smereka 
says she did in 2008, use fine lines to 
create silhouettes of a human head. The 
most poignant image is also the sim- 
plest: a head in profile split in two, with 
a crack of white where no lines connect. 

While the drawings are not inher- 
ently dark, they take on weight in the 
context of the book, which narrates a 
“countdown to forever” and features an 
aggregation of single words, including 


“unseen,” “darkness,” “hesitant" and 
“alone.” 

Smereka’s “Not Not Bubbly Flow” 
is decidedly at the “body” end of the 
“BOOKBODY" spectrum. Born from 
her preoccupation with loops of all 
kinds, the installation features large, 
sculptural forms hanging from the 
ceiling These are made from white 
clothes that belonged to a friend of 
Smereka’s who died last year. Shaped 
like especially curvy windsocks, the soft 
structures taper to thin, cuff-like open- 
ings. Smereka explains that her original 
intention was to attach the openings to 
create whole loops, but she decided at 
the last minute to leave the structures 
as they were. Projected onto the severed 
loops are video of shadows and wind 
s, which Smereka 



likens 




rapidly flipping 
pages. The artist 
says she wanted 
the “video image to 
become something 
else based on what 
it’s projected on.” 

Installed in a 
gallery comer, the 
backdrops to these 
nontraditional 
“screens” are draw- 
i ngs from Smereka’s 
brother's notebook. 
She describes Peter 
as a mathemati- 


- 1 she found the similarities 

between her work and his to 
be uncanny. “His mind was extremely 
creative,” she says. Before he died, 
Smereka was already “grappling with 
the idea that death was a part of this”; 
afterward, she says, she “put both feet 
in,” incorporating her brother’s work 

The relationship between material- 
ity and loss is central to “BOOKBODY." 
The show is anything but narrow, 
provoking questions about the use 
of text to preserve information and 
enhance memory; it also asks how 
bodies can be viewed as texts. 
Ultimately, the chosen works suggest 
that books and bodies face the same 
conundrum: Both are communicative 
vessels made from fragile materials. ® 

Contact: rachel@sevendaysvt.com 
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BURLINGTON SHOWS « P.75 
JEAN CHEROUNY: "Fresh Daily." new works from 
658-6015. Speeder & Earl’s Coffee. Pine Street, in 
JORDAN DOUGLAS: "Images of Havana." darkroom 
December 31. Info. B64-20B8. " e Men's Room in 
KAREN DAWSON: * e winter 2015 featured artist 

MAREVA MILLARC: "Shapeshlfters." a collection 

MATTHEW THORSEN: Works from the acclaimed 

' rough February 27. Info. 652-4500. Amy E. 

31. Info. 865-7211. Fletcher Free Library in 

NIGHTMARE APOLLO: ADVENTURES IN ASIA': 

December 31. Info. 660-9005. DostieBros. Frame 
SAGE TUCKER-KETCHAM: "Spacescapes." new 

'SEX OBJECTS: PERSPECTIVES ON GENDER AND 
SEXUALITY 1 : An exhibition of everyday and ceremo- 

ST. CHRISTOPHER: ’Trajectory," bold graphic paint- 

TOM CULLINS: "A Creative Life." retrospective of 

Info. 865-7166. BCA Center in Burlington. 

TRINE WILSON: "Sand Wash Basin Wild Horses." 

" rough January 31. Info. 355-4834. " e Swingin' 
Pinwheel Cafe & Bakery in Burlington. 

VERMONT PHOTO GROUP: Eight photographers 


paper. " rough December 2B. Info, 434-5503. New 

WORKS FROM BELLCATE SCHOOL: Students of 

651-9692. VCAM Studio in Burlington. 

Chittenden county 

'BIRDS OF A FEATHER - : An exhibition exploring 
bird species. " rough May 1 . 'EYES ON THE LAND': 



Matthew Thorsen If you've been photographed for Seven Days, 
it’s likely you've encountered Matthew Thorsen. The quirky, prolific photographer 
took his first shot for the paper in 1995, and to date has had more than 6,000 of his 


DICK BRUNELLE: Exhibition of new abstract 


FOCUS ON MT. MANSFIELD: Exhibition of six local 
December 31. Info. 434-2550. Mt. Mansfield 

January 3. Info. 777-3686. Darkroom Gallery in 


HARALD AKSDAL: "Art of Words." an exhibition of 

LINDA DISANTE:”" e Nature of" ings." works 

*85-8222. Shelburne Vineyard. 

MILTON ARTISTS GUILD: Twenty artists share 

SHADES OF RED': Works by more than 30 Vermont 

899-4936. Jericho Town Hall. 

VISIONS OF LAKE CHAMPLAIN AND BEYOND’: 

* rough December 30. Info. 985-8223. Luxton- 

barre/montpelier 

ALMUTH PALINKAS AND JEANNE CARIATI: 

ANIMAL' RETROSPECTIVE: Photographs from the 

ART RESOURCE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS SHOW: 

31. Info. 479-7069. Studio Place Arts in Barre. 


images published in various media. A selection of Thorsen’s work is currently at the 
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts’ Amy E. Tarrant Gallery in Burlington. The walls 
are brimming with an array of subject matter, from portraits of his family to bicyclists 
in Tibet to a large-format color panorama of Johnson's lumberyard in Bristol. Thorsen 
shows no signs of slowing down. (Plan your visit ahead, as the gallery is only open to 
the public from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays or to Flynn patrons during performance 
intermissions.) An artist talk is scheduled for Saturday, January 16, at 1:30 p.m. Through 
February 27. Pictured: “Dad in Meditation.” 


CHARLES FISH: "Blue Ribbons & Burlesque." 

371-4100. Central Vermont Medical Center in Barre. 

IN MINIATURE - HOLIDAY EXHIBIT & SALE: Work 

JONATHAN VANTASSEL: "Wemosphere." new 




Roy Vestrich For “Papered Walls: Photographs From Around the World" 
at Castleton Downtown Gallery, the local photographer trains his lens on a ghostly site: 
the space where posters, fliers and ads have been pasted, stapled or otherwise affixed. 
Vestrich’s images are described as capturing “fleeting moments of culture and place while 
evoking an almost timeless painterly abstraction in composition, texture and palette.” Rich 
with layers, his framing of the public-announcement detritus as an incidental, vernacular 
art form is a pleasure. Through January 16 . Pictured: photograph by Vestrich. 


MEMBER ART SHOW: Fi 

artists. Through December 31. Info, 262-6284. 


NICK NEDDO: "E 

OUTSIDER ART INSIDE 1 : Works from nine 


TURN TURN. TURN': A joint art exhibit of artists 
Matthew Peake. Barbara Baker-Bury and Scott J. 

Through December 23. Info. 262-6035. . W. Wood 

WOMEN OF NORWICH: TRAILBLAZERS AND 
TORCHBEARERS': Photographs, documents. 

Cadets and so-called nontraditional fields. Throug 


stowe/smuggs area 

'2015 LEGACY COLLECTION': Landscapes painted by 

December 30. Info. 644-5100. Bryan Memorial 
CRAIG MOONEY: "Featured Paintings." semi- 
253-1818. Green Mountain Fine Art Gallery in Stowe. 
GABRIEL TEMPESTA: ‘Our World. Charcoals & 

Info. 253-8943. Upstairs at West Branch Gallery in 
RIVER ARTS PHOTO CO-OP: Images from 18 
phers' meetup. Through Janua y 4. Info. 888-1261. 


TOD GUNTER AVIATION ART: Illustrations currently 
include the F4U Corsair, a WWII fighter and the F-4 

added. Through December 31. Info. 734-9971. Plane 
Profiles Ga lery in Stowe. 

mad river valley/ioaterbury 

8 LAKE LARSEN: ‘Introducing Color." abstract 

HOLIDAY GROUP EXHIBITION: Vermont artists 

JOHN BISBEE: "Branded," wall-hung sculptures 

Through Janua y 30. Info, 617-842-3332. Walker 

MARY HILL: New work by the local artist Through 
December 31. Info, 496-5470. Three Mountain Cafe 
in Waitsfield 

middlebury area 

'CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS': Artworks and crafts 

under $50. Through December 31,'CERAMICS: 
DECORATIVE 8, FUNCTIONAL': Work by Vermont 

877-3850. Creative Space Gallery in Vergennes. 
FROM FARM TO FEAST: Art, craft and photography 

Through December 31. Info, 388-1436. Jackson 
Gallery. Town Hall Theate , in Middlebury. 




VISUAL ART IN SEVEN DAYS: 





GET YOUR ART SHOW LISTED HERE! 


ES@SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



We ve got all of your 
last-minute gift-giving needs! 

★★★ 

62 Church Street, Burlington 
658.6496 • whimboutique.com 


F Mi 

VERMONT CRAFT GALLERY 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 


5 Church St. Burlington, VT 802-863-6458 
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ART SHOWS 



Collin Leech The local painter and art teacher at Brattleboro's River 
Gallery School celebrates her debut solo exhibition this month at Main Street Arts in 
Saxtons River. Focusing on recent works made with a wide variety of media, Leech is 
particularly lauded for incorporating encaustic painting techniques, which employ wax 
combined with resins and coloring instead of traditional oil paints. Much of Leech’s 
subject matter comes from her Vermont surroundings. She notes, “As much as I love 
very abstract art, most of what I am making these days is representational and in some 
way related to the natural world around us. Some is what I can see in my backyard or at 
a neighbor's farm." Through December 28. Pictured: “Goat” 


GREG BERNHARDT AND HANNAH SESSIONS: "Our 

MODEL TRAINS: Annual three-level model train 

Through Janua y 9. WARREN KIMBLE: AM- 


PORTRAIT OF A FOREST: MEN AND MACHINE': 

Through Janua y 9. Info. 388-4964. Vermont 
Folkllfe Center in Middlebury. 

rutland area 

'THE ART OF GIVING -:- THE GIVING OF ART': 

other gifts. Through January 9. Info. 247-4295. 


FINE ART GIFTS FOR HOLIDAY GIVING': Exhibition 

Through December 29. Info. 247-4956. Brandon 
Artists Guild. 

ROY VESTRICH: "Papered Walls." photographs evok- 

chantplain islands/northwest 

DECEMBER FEATURED ARTISTS: Work by 

933-6403. Artist in Residence Cooperative Gallery 


VICTORIA PATRICK ZOLNOSKI: "Altared," new 

randolph/royalton 

THE BOWL. A CELEBRATION': A collection of 


'HOT HOUSES. WARM CURVES': Exhibition of Anda 
Through Februa y 29. Info. 767-9670. BigTown 


Lights. Through December 31. Info. 457-1298. 
Collective— the Art of Craft in Woodstock. 

FEATHER & FUR: PORTRAITS OF FIELD. FOREST 
& FARM’: Portraits celebrating the beauty. 

Through April 30Jnfo. 885-3061. The Great H I in 
HOLIOAY PRINT SHOW: Prints by local artists, 
info. 295-5901. Two Rivers Printmaking Studio in 

ICE AGE MAMMALS IN THE MEADOW': Outdoor 


TOM SCHULTEN: Vivid works by the renowned 
31. lnfo.457-7199. Artemis Global Art in Woodstock. 

brattleboro area 

BOXCARS: RAILROAD IMAGERY IN 
CONTEMPORARY REALISM': Realist paintings 

Through March 12. DRAWING ON. IN. OUT': 

and Scott Tulay. Through Februa y 8. ‘SHEDDING 
LIGHT ON THE WORKING FOREST: A multidisci- 


manchester/bennington 

'CELEBRATING 6S YEARS "ON THE HILL": The a ts 


TOM LEYTHAM: The Other orking Landscape." 

outside Vermont 

PULLED. PRESSED AND SCREENED: IMPORTANT 
AMERICAN PRINTS': A survey of changes in 

Warhol. Through J anua y 10. AUDREY FLACK: 

518-792-1761. TheHyde Collection in Glens Falls. N.Y. 
CAMILLE HENROT: "Grosse Fatigue." 13-mlnute 


M3rk O’Maley. Through Janua y 3. EVAN CORONIS: 
industrial glass. Through March 12. LINN BRUCE: 
Through Janua y 3. Info, 257-0124. Brattleboro 


COLLIN LEECH: Recent paintings by the Vermont 

December 28. Info. 869-2960. Main Street Arts in 




Through Janua y 10. Info. 514-847-6226. Montreal 
FALL HOSPITAL EXHIBIT: Work from six artists. 

GEORGE S. ZIMBEL: A HUMANIST 
PHOTOGRAPHER': I mages from the collection of 

of The Seven Year Itch by director Billy Wilder. 
Through Janua y 3. Info. 514-285-2000. Montreal 


northeast kingdom 

525-3366. Parker Pie Co. in West Glover. 

USA ESHLEMAN FOSTER: "Ancestors: Going Way 
Info. 334-1966. MAC Center for the Arts Gallery in 


HOLIDAY SALE AND EXHIBITION: Work by artists 
December 24. Info. 603-448-3117. AVA Gallery and 


STUDENT ASSOCIATION COLLECTS: 2000-2015': 

January 24. Info. 518-564-2474. Plattsburgh State 





Uniquely 

Outdoors 


MountainOps 


Same friendly faces and 


THE EASTS’S LEADER 
IN A/T SPECIFIC 
GEAR & CLOTHING 


Quality Rentals and Demos 

4081 MOUNTAIN ROAD • STOWE 
802-253-4531 • MOUNTAINOPSVT.COM 


the 


a 


t 

O'TCH 


+ F E R R O* 


Estate & Custom Jewelers 


f © 8* 0 802.253.6445 • 4000 Mountain Road • topnotchresort.c 









SEEKING 

PREGNANT WOMEN 

FOR SMOKING STUDIES!!! 


• For women who are currently pregnant 
and currently smoking cigarettes 

• Flexible scheduling, including 
weekend & evening appointments 

• Compensation provided for participation 


http://j.mp/lCtCwKh 

For more information, 

call 802-656-8714 






LocALtheaters 


fri day 2 5 — thurs day 7 

The Road Chi 
‘Daddy's Home 

Star Wars: The Force wakei 

CAPITOL SHOWPLACE 


‘Point Break (2D & 3D) 


MAJESTIC 10 




In the Heart of the Sea 


Wednesday 23 — thursday 24 


In the Heart of the Sea 


Wednesday 23 — thursday 24 

‘The Big Sho t 
Spotlight 

Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens (2D & 3D) 

friday 25 — Wednesday 30 

‘The Big Sho t 
‘The Danish Gir 
Spotlight 

(2D only Fri: otherwise 2D & 3D) 

PALACE 9 CINEMAS 


friday 25 — thursday 31 

The Road Chi 


STOWE CINEMA 3 
PLEX 


WELDEN THEATRE 


Wednesday 23 — thursday 24 


In the H eart of the Sea 
Awakens (2D & 3D) 


The Road Chi 


friday 25 — thursday 31 

‘Point Break 


Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens (2D &3D) 




Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens (2D & 3D) 

friday 25 — tuesday 29 




Wednesday 23 — thursday 24 






Spotlight 


jf5?f LOOK UP SHOWTIMES ON YOUR PHONE! 
mobile 


RESTAURANTS. CLUB DATES, EVENTS AND MORE. 



Eva Sollberger’s 


STUCK IN 
VERMONT 


Watch at sevendaysvt.com 


DECEMBER 23, ZO’* 

One ofthe few viny' 

pressing P' ants . 
ttie country's right 

here in Vermont Eva 

Sollberger visits the 

Burlington Record 

Pla ntwith the Ptmk 

; from Rough 


rockers f 
Francis. 



= MOVIE CLIPS E 


STAR WARS: THE FORCE AWAKENS**** So. did 

out? Set 30 years after Return of the Jedl? Directed 

reviewed by M.H. 12/23) 

TRUMB0**l/2 Bryan Cranston plays Dalton 

reviewed by R.K. 12/2) 


NOWON VIDEO 

PAN *1/2 Did Peter Pan really need an origin story? 

Karenina ) directed. (Ill min. PG; reviewed by M.H. 
PAWN SACRIFICE****l/2 Tobey Maguire plays 

Spassky). Peter Sarsgaard and Lily Rabe. (114 min, 
PG-13; reviewed by R.K. 9/30) 

WAR ROOM *1/2 A seemingly perfect family has 




ulture 

VERMONT ARTS NEWS + VIEWS 


More movies! 

Film series, events and 
festivals at venues other 
than cinemas can be found 
in the calendar section. 


OFFBEAT FLICK OF THE WEEK 


Holiday Haul 

Christmas is finally bringing Vermont 
some award-season flicks. Starting Friday 
at Merrill's Roxy Cinema and Majestic 
10, watch Adam McKay explain credit- 
default swaps (with Steve Carell's help) 

In the smart, dark comedy The Big Short. 
The Roxy also has The Danish Girl. Eddie 
Redmayne's latest Oscar bid (he plays 
a transgender pioneer), while the Savoy 
Theater in Montpelier offers Michael 
Fassbender in a new take on Macbeth 
(pictured). Happy movie-going! 


tf „ 




WHAT I'M WATCHING 


BY ETHAN DE SEIFE 

This week I'm watching: 

"Futurama" 

I've always gotten a kick out of the 
inclusion of snippets from old cartoons 
In the opening credits of 'Futurama." But 
why and how did they get there in the first 
place? I honestly don't know. Do you? 



READ THESE EACH WEEK ON THE LIVE CULTURE BLOG AT 

sevendaysvt.com/liveculture. 



ADD SOME 
SPARKLE TO 
YOUR HOLIDAY 
WITH A NEW 
FRAME 


Visit us at Chroma Optics for a 
great selection with new frames ^ 

arriving weekly. ^/iv ^ 

Happy Holidays! 

CHROMA OPTICS 

to schedule your eye exam 

370 SHELBURNE ROAD BURLINGTON 497-1 676 CHROMAOPTICS.COM 



16.000 people helped every year 


24/7/365 service. 


150 years of helping people. 


60+ locations. 


1500+ employees 


And just one mission for the holidays: 


HELPING YOU CELEBRATE SOBER. 


HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
AGAINST DENGUE FEVER. 


6 month study 
Healthy adults ages 18-50 
1 screening visit, 

1 vaccination day, 

13 outpatient appointments, 
and several follow up 

VACCINE TESTING CENTER 


Possible inpatient period 
in first 3 weeks of study 
Compensation: 
$1535-$2435 












DAVE LAPP 


fun stuff 


EDIEEVERETTE 




.MtHUS . 


SO HARO IH? 


LULU EIGHTBALL 



MICHAEL DEFORGE 



§1 





iLSs-^ 

f® & yjy 



Channel 3 NEWS 



MORE FUN! 

STRAIGHT DOPE (P.28) 
CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-4) 
JEN SORENSEN CROSSWORD (P.C-5) 





“The best site for 
following Sanders 
and his career.” 

-Gawker, July 17, 2015 ■ 


SEVEN DAYS 


BERNI 

£b 


☆beat 





Find out what Bernie is up to this week at 
berniebeat.com. 




facebook.com/BernieBeat 


@BernieBeat 






fun stuff 
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< UoSE ML FEEUHG MO \ WOULNfT UMfl TO 
IN Ml UPS, AmOENTMlf EM THtm. 





by TOM TOMORROW 
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»r occurred if you'd h 


e options. 


TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You know what 
physical hygiene is. But are you familiar with 
imaginal hygiene? Educator Morgan Brent 
defines it like this: Imaginal hygiene is the 
inner art of self-managing the imagination, to 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Avoid pain and pursue 
pleasure. Be kind, not cruel. Abstain from self- 
pity and ask for the help you need. Instead of 
complaining, express gratitude. Dodge time- 
wasting activities and do thingsthat are mean- 
ingful to you. Shun people who disrespect you 


crops he grows. If he arranges their growing 
season so that they ripen in July, he can sell 
them for $1.75 a pint. But if he designs them 
to be ready for harvest in late summer and 
early fall, the price he gets may go up to $4 a 
pint. You can guess which schedule he prefers. 
I urge you to employ a similar strategy as you 


sages to your subconscious mind, like 
"Create balance and cultivate harmony!’ and 
"Coordinate opposing forces!' and "Wherever 
there is tension between two extremes, con- 
vert the tension into vital energy!’ Here are 
your words of power in 2016: “symbiosis’ and 
"synergy.’ 


CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNY'S EXPANDED WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES & DAILY TEXT MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM OR 1-877-873-4888 


are you a Weekend WarriSr?^ . 

Conquer your weekend NOW with Notes on the Weekend. ^ * ** 

This e-newsletter maps out the best weekend events ^ 

every Thursday. ■*“ 

Visit sevendaysvt.com/enews to sign up. 

now ^ SEVEN DAYS 


I 



Large Selection of Crystals and Minerals, Jewelry, 

Local Art, Crystal Singing Bowls, Vegan Handbags and 
other Woman's Accessories, Handmade Soaps and Creams, 
Native American Flutes and more... 



198 College St., Suite 102, Burlington • 782-0836 • thecrystalcottageofvermont. 





SEVEN DAYS 


KRMinS 


Introducing: 
Vermonters 

For relationships, dates and fli ts: dating.sevendaysvt.com 


MEN <seekii^W5IVKN 

ACTIVE TRAVELER DUDE 


WoMEN MEN 

ONE MORE TIME 


NATURE, QUIET, REAL 

SKIER, SAILOR, AUTHOR, DANCER, 


ENERGETIC, LOVING AND CURIOUS 


FRIENDLY, COUNTRY, HONEST 






KIND. MOTHER, CREATIVE, NATURE 


KIND, HONEST, LOYAL 

in. Verda960 57.0 




to most viewpoints. red222, 57.0 


id. ItalianHeart. 50.0 




cawsus? 

You read Seven Days. 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
2,000 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 
It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you 1 1 1 be 
in good company. 

| 1 See photos of 

this person online. 


ATHLETIC, INTELLIGENT AND 
INDEPENDENT ADVENTURER 


FULL SPEED AHEAD 




Friends first. Redlettuce. 29 O 
CURIOUS, FUNNY, BUSY MAMAS 

crap. etc. ActiveMama. 35 Cl 

HELLO FROM THE NORTHEAST 
KINGDOM 

that I am. Chapters_ln_A_Book. 61,0 
FREESPIRITINVT 

PERFECTIONIST. PROFESSIONAL. A 


for her Jack. Nnemess80 .28,0 


respects that I do. CarrierKid, 27,0 


LOOKING FOR LOVE 

be worth it Londandhard34. 55.0 
GENUINE, PLAY HARD, WORK HARD 


THOUGHTFUL, ADVENTUROUS, KIND 
FROM ADKS 




WARRIOR HEART, COMPASSIONATE 




FRIENDLY 

feed my soul. WinlS8. 67.0 


MILF preferred. HardwoodSoftheart. 28 


days. -G. H0Llande126D 62 
LAID-BACK, CHILL TRAVELER 

SIMPLE MAN FOR SOMETHING 
FUNCTIONAL 


to change that. jalden64. 28.0 

TRANSMASCULINE SUB LOOKING FOR 
DOM/ME 




of bands. Life is good! biff. 59,0 

WoMEN . . WoMEN 

SWEET, CUDDLY NERD 

or the virtual one! librarygirllOl. 19,0 



SEVEN DAYS t 

HOOKERS 


For groups, BDSM, and kink: 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 


women 


MEN 


HOO RAW 

THREE FOR ME, PLEASE! 

SEEKING SMILES 


ALONEINAEMPTYHOUSE 

NAUGHTY OR NICE? WHO CARES! 


if we hit it ofT?! XXXistentiallst 31,01 
PLAYFUL AND ADVENTUROUS 

.. spiderpig, 19,01 


5IIIEB 


TRANSMASCULINE SUB LOOKING FOR 
DOM/ME 


DOMINEERING DUO 


NONMONOGAMOUS MASOCHIST 
PRINCESS SEEKING PLAYMATES 

get at me. AliensVsUnicorns. 2S.OI 

NEWBIE LOOKING FOR NEW 
CONNECTIONS 


unless we really hit it off. LZ3. 31.01 





SUMMER OF LOVE 




LOOKING FOR A SEXY LADY 

n. btvfuncouple. 32.01 


ship! I like adventures with new 


a breasts man. SpaceMountain802.27 


I'm 26. Caucasian. 6'. Mavrick802. 26.0] 


erotic. Talk? Got2beHappy. 50.CI 


ORAL PROFESSOR, WALKING HARD ON 

to be a FW6 ? tire dondlone ly 53 


or bigots, radfaejllpup. 24,01 
COUPLE FOR WOMAN 

type. Please be DD-free. as we are. Would 
then see where it leads. elle2728. 35 
SEXY YOUNG FUN 

petite. 34D, Asian. bisexuaL We're 
add some heat. :). Vtcouple3.27 
AMAZING HOOKUP OPPORTUNITY 

LOVE LICKING PUSSY 


•e. twoforl. 46.01 


CONCUPISCENT COUPLE 




QjoiA wiAe. couMAefio'i in 


a. 


dove., duAtonidijje 


ASK 

ATHENA 



I have known this guy for most of my life. We were 
friends as children, and as teenagers we loved each 
other. But then my family moved away and we drifted 
apart. Recently he showed back up in my life. He 
loves my family, and they love him. A couple of weeks 
ago, we had sex. It was random and fun, but since 
then I haven't heard from him. The weird thing is, 
he's still in contact with my family. Just this week I 
saw on Facebook that he is dating someone, and I 
was horrified. I thought we were rea ly reconnecting. 

I don't know what to do or what to tell my family. I 
am so upset. I was so open with him about my past 
disappointments, and then he totally ditched me. I 
thought I was more important to him than that. 



Burned by an Old Flame 

'Q&tfi&uh mi, 

Of course you're upset! What a jerk! I wish I could 
clobber him for you. I wish I could make it all better. 

But the only thing that will make this better is 
time — truly the best medicine. It's not a quick fix, 
and it's not as fun as lashing out at him, but, as much 
as you may want to drop a bag of dog shit at his 
doorstep, you’d be wiser to move on. 

He messed up. big time. He clearly took advantage 
of you, and he's got to go. I wouldn't bother trying to 
connect with him. but if you feel you need closure, 
you could write him a letter. It might be cathartic 
to tell him that he hurt you, particularly given your 
long history. But know that, ifyou send this letter, he 
might not respond, and I doubt very much that he will 
change. Your letter needs to be a step toward moving 
on. not a tactic to get him back. 

Then I suggest ou delete his phone number and 
stop following him on social media. Ask your family to 
do the same. So what if they have fond memories of 
him from the past? Given how he's treated you, they 
should understand and be sensitive to your side of 
the situation. 

While it's tempting to analyze what went wrong 
here, don't bother. His actions were careless, 
thoughtless and selfish, period. 

It might take time before you feel you can trust 
someone aga in. But the good news is, there are good 
guys out there, too — guys who would be psyched 
to be with you. The sooner ou let go of this dud, the 
sooner you'll be ready to meet one of them. 



* 


Need advice? 

You can send your own question to 

her at askathena@sevendaysvt.com. 


When: Friday, December 11, 2015. Where: 
Waterbury. You: Woman. Me: Man. 3913295 

AFTERNOON AT THE WATERFRONT DOG PARK 


Monday, December 14 2015. Where: Waterfront 
Dog Park. You: Man. Me: Woman. 0913294 

HANDSOME MAN AT GROCERY CHECKOUT 

When: Sunday, November 29, 2015. Where: Essex 
Price Chopper. You: Man. Me: Woman. 3913293 


When: Saturday, December 12, 2015. Wher 
plane. You: Woman. Me: Man. 3913291 


When: Saturday, December 12, 2015. Where: 
Burlington. You: Woman. Me: Man. 3913290 


y day! When: Saturday, Decemberl2, 
115. Where: North Winooski and Pearl. 
iu: Woman. Me: Man. 3913289 


isPb 


HI L ■■ If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 

dating.sevendaysvt.com 


GOLDEN AXE PLAYER 1 


I am. When: Friday, December 11, 2015. Where: 
Harvest Market You: Woman. Me: Man. 3913288 

HITCHIN'A RIDE 

When: Thursda , December 3, 2015. Where: in 
your jeep. You: Man. Me: Woman. 3913287 


When: Wednesday, November 18, 2015. Where: 
Ferrisburgh Mobil. You: Man. Me: Woman. 3913292 




office, ou: Man. Me: Woman. 3913285 
HUNGER MTN COOP, WED. MORNING 

December 2. 2015. Where: Hunger Mountain Coop, 




ims. You: Woman. Me: Woman 3913283 * 


BUY YOU A CUP? 

Friday, November 20. 2015. Where: Colchester 
Coffee Fields. You: Man. Me: Woman 3913282 

VIBES AT NO. 9 


UPPER DECK PUB. WINDJAMMER 

Monday, December 7, 2015. Where: Upper 
Deck Pub. You: Woman Me: Man. 3913280 

BICYCLE SUMMER SMILE 

girl. When: Friday, May 30, 2014. Where: 

East Ave. You: Woman. Me: Man. 3913279 

U-MALL PACKERS FAN 

again on Saturday. I didn't, though, so 1-Spy it is. 

When: Saturday, December 5, 2015. Where: South 
Burlington. You: Woman, Me: Man. 3913277 


House. You: Woman. Me: Man. 3913276 
COSTCO BLIND DATE 

proper "hello''? When: Thursda , December 3, 2015. 
Where: Costco. You: Man. Me: Woman 3913275 

GURUS KNOW BEST! 

Charlotte. You: Woman. Me: Woman. 3913274 
CUMBERLAND FARMS, PINE ST. 

You: Woman. Me: Man. 3913273 


firection. You: Woman Me: Man 3913272 


SIERRA TRADING CURLY, LONG-HAIRED BLONDE 

Trading Co. You: Woman. Me: Man. 3913271 
YOU MAKE EVERYONE SMILE 

Trader Joe's. You: Man Me: Woman. 3913278 



THIS HOLIDAY, CELEBRATE 
WITH FEWER. BETTER THINGS. 


131 Church Street 
Burlington, Vermont 
802.864.0012 


YOUR HOLIDAY MADE EASY 

OUR GUIDE TO GIFTS 

@VONBARGENS.COM 


Von Bargen’s 

The finest diamonds & artisan jewelry 






IT TAKES A VILLAGE, PEOPLE! 



Seven Days supported these 
local organizations and 
initiatives through event 
sponsorship and subsidized 
advertising in 2015. 

We encourage our readers and 
advertisers to give generously 
to local causes that keep 
Vermont healthy, connected 
and entertained. 

Short on cash? Volunteering 
your time and talents also 
counts. Already giving? 
Spread the love and recruit a 
friend to match your generosity. 


aCATemy Awards 
"American Moderns' exhibit at 
Shelburne Museum 

BCA: City Hall Park Concert Series, Festival 
of Fools, Holiday Artist Market "Of Land 
and Local" exhibit. Summer Artist Market, 
Taking Pictures" exhibit 
BOOM VT Drum Festival and 
Disability Identity Project 
Burlington Book Festival 
Burlington Discover Jazz Festival 
Burlington Wine & Food Festival 
Champlain Mini Maker Faire 
Ciderstock 
Do Good Festival 
Eat by Northeast 
FlynnSpace 

Green Mountain Comedy Festival 

Green Mountain Film Festival 

Hack VT 

Halloween Howl 

The Kids Are Alrigh 

Kingdom County Productions 

Magic Hat: Mardi Gras, HeavyFest, 

Night of the Living Dead, 

Oktoberfeast, Wall to Canvas 


Over the Edge for the Flynn 

Penquin Plunge for Special Olympics Vermont 

Run for Empowerment 

Shelburne Farms Harvest Festival 

South End Art Hop 

Stowe Car Classic 

Stowe Wine & Food Classic 

Toast to Club Toast 

Vermont Brewers Festival 

Vermont Business Expo 

Vermont International Film Festival 

Vermont Shakespeare Company 

Vermont's Funniest Comedian Contest 

Vermont Metro Gallery 

Vermont Nursery and Landscape Association 

Warren Miller Entertainment's Chasing Shadows 
Yoga on Church Street 


SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 




wm 


“Vitality of mind and body; the activity to 
employ and maintain them; the zest and curiosity 
that they can animate; freedom to travel widely 
in nature and art, in countries of the world and 
countries of the mind; human affections; and the 
gift of gaiety— these seem to me, then, the main 
causes of happiness. I am surprised to find how 
few and simple they are.” - F.L. LUCAS 


Market and Cafe 


222 DORSET STREET, SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT • 802.863.2569 • WWW.HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM 



